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Court  S trike  s  Down  Texas  Sodomy  Law 


By  David  Morris 

DALLAS--In  astronglyword- 
ed  opinion  holding  that 
private  consensual  sex  bet¬ 
ween  adults,  including  adults 
of  the  same  gender,  is  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  Constitution,  a 
federal  district  judge  has 
struck  down  the  Texas 
sodomy  law. 

Issued  on  August  17  in  the 
case  of  Baker  u.  Wade,  the  53 
page  opinion  reads,  “The 
right  of  privacy  does  extend  to 
private  sexual  conduct  bet¬ 
ween  consenting  adults- 


By  Bob  Nelson 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Appellate 
Division  of  the  New  York  State 
Supreme  Court,  the  state's 
second  highest  appeals  court, 
has  held  that  unrelated 
persons  living  together  may  no 
longer  be  evicted  from 
apartments  simply  because 
they  are  not  married. 

The  decision  came  on  an 
appeal  from  two  gay  men.  who 
preferred  anonymity,  of  a  Civil 
Court  finding  in  April  1981 
that  they  had  to  vacate  their 
apartment  under  an  eviction 
notice  from  the  landlord. 
Landlords  in  New  York  have 
used  a  clause  In  standard  lease 
forms  to  evict  unmarried 
couples,  including  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  in  order  to  take 
advantage  of  rent  stabilization 
laws  that  permit  rent  increases 
of  at  least  15  percent  on  each 
new  vacany  period.  The 
standard  reads  that  occupancy 
of  an  apartment  is  to  be 
restricted  to  “tenant  and 
immediate  famly  of  tenant  and 
no  others." 

"I  think  that  the  court  saw 
that  this  was  a  real  morass." 
said  Robert  A  Roth,  a  gay 
lawyer  who  ■  represented  the 
tenants.  "Gay  people  are 
responsible  for  a  vlctoiy  for  all 
tenants." 

But  in  the  current  decision, 
handed  down  on  August  10. 
the  court  set  aside  any 
consideration  of  the  human 
rights  statutes.  In  the  majority 
opinion.  Justices  Xavier 
Riccobono  annd  Sidney  Asch 
wrote:  "Inasmuch  as  the 
circumstances  here  involved 
cohabitation  by  two  adult 
males,  a  case  of  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  marital  status 
cannot  be  made.  Any  discrimi¬ 
nation  practiced  against 
tenants  can  only  fairly  be 
characterized  as  discrimi¬ 
nation  on  sexual  or  affectlonal 
preference,  a  status  not 
protected  under  law."' 
Landlords  would  still  be  free  to 
evict  gay  and  lesbian  tenants, 
although  they  would  have  to 
evoke  homosexuality  as  the 
basis  for  discrimination,  not 
marital  status. 

In  his  dissent  from  the 
majority  opinion.  Justice 
Thomas  Hughes  wrote  that 
“There  is  as  yet  no  statutory 


whether  husband  and  wife, 
unmarried  males  and  females 
or  homosexuals-  and  the 
right  of  equal  protection  con¬ 
demns  a  state  statute  which 
prohibits  homosexual 
sodomy,  but  not  heterosexual 
sodomy,  without  any  rational 
basis.” 

The  ruling  marks  the  first 
time  a  federal  court  has 
struck  down  a  sodomy  law  on 
the  basis  of  the  constitutional 
right  to  privacy. 

Section  21.06  of  the  Texas 
Penal  Code,  passed  by  the 


prohibition  against  discrimi¬ 
nation  on  the  ground  of  sexual 
preference,  and  it  is  for  the 
Legislature,  not  us.  to  establish 
additional  categories  of 
protection,  a  landlord  is  free  to 
do  what  he  wishes  with  his 
property.” 

Although  the  appellate  ruling 
makes  no  change  in  the  legal 
status  of  gay  people,  it  should 
at  least  effectively  prevent 
“immediate  family"  evictions. 
Part  of  the  reason  the  court 
ruled  in  this  way  Is  the  current 
housing  shortage  in  New  York, 
which  gives  landlords  a 
marketing  advantage.  "These 
are  not  ordinary  times."  wrote 
the  court,  "and  strict 
adherence  to  technical 
concepts  of  landlord  and 
tenant  lawlwhich  might  have 
justified  eviction  in  the  past  is 
now  to  be  advolded.  It  is  simply 
no  longer  desireable  to 
mechanically  Impose  evictions 
for  breach  of  the  immediate 
family  clause  nor  do  we  think  it 
productive  to  spend  judicial 
time  conjuring  up  artificial 
distinctions  among  various 
types  of  sexual,  fraternal  and  a 
economic  relationships."  Any 
roommates  who  are  not  related 
will  thus  be  protected  by  the 
decision. 

The  gay  tenants  in  the  case 
first  received  a  "notice  to  cure" 
the  supposed  lease  violation  in 
December  1980.  meaning  that 
the  lease  holder's  lover  would 
have  to  move  out.  The  following 
month,  the  landlord.  Anna 
London  of  London  Manage¬ 
ment  Company,  served  a 
"notice  of  termination."  or 
eviction  notice,  claiming  that 
the  tenant  had  violated  a 
"substantial  obligation"  of  the 
lease.  Roth  moved  to  have  the 
landlords  case  dismissed  for 
failure  to  state  a  cause  of 
action.  But  Judge  Charles 
Whitman  of  the  Housing  Part  of 
Civil  Court  dismissed  the 
tenant's  petition  instead  and 
ordered  a  trial. 

On  March  30.  1981.  both 
landlords  and  tenants 
presented  their  arguments  to 
Judge  Ralph  W.  Sparks  of  Civil 
Court  who  rendered  a  decision 
in  late  April  stating  that  "under 
tenant  is  not  a  member  to 
tenant's  immediate  family" 
and  ruling  in  favor  of  the 


state  legislature  in  1973  in  a 
general  revision  of  the  Penal 
Code,  made  contact  between 
the  genitals  of  one  person  and 
the  mouth  or  anus  of  another 
person  of  the  same  gender  a 
misdemeanor  punishable  by 
a  fine  of  up  to  $200.  Unlike 
the  felony  law  it  replaced, 
21.06  applied  only  to 
homosexual  acts. 

The  Texas  decision  reduces 
to  24  the  number  of  states 
with  laws  governing  private 
consensual  sex  between 
adults. 


landlord.  However,  the  finding 
in  Hudson  View  Properties  v. 
Weiss  had  not  been  made  at 
that  point,  a  decision  Roth 
credits  with  changing  the 
appellate  court's  perspective. 

London  told  the  Dally  News 
she  would  appeal  the  case  to 
the  New  York  Court  of  Appeals, 
the  state’s  highest  court.  "She's 
not  anti-gay.  she's  just  pro¬ 
money."  said  one  of  the  tenants 
in  the  same  article.  If  the 
decision  of  the  Appellate 
continued  on  page  3 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON-The  burned- 
out  office  building  formerly 
housiing  the  offices  of  Gay 
Community  News,  Fag 
Rag  and  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  was  sold  shortly 
after  the  blaze  to  the  Ber¬ 
tram  A.  Druker  Company, 
the  major  down  town 
developer  that  had  manag¬ 
ed  the  property,  by  its 
owner,  Evelyn  Richmond. 


UPDATE 


Richmond,  a  former 
Druker  employee  who 
may  have  acted  as  a 
"straw,”  sold  the  property 
to  the  developer  for  a  token 
sum  of  less  than  $100. 

A  copy  of  the  deed  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  Suffolk 
County  Registry  of  Deeds 
shows  that  the  transaction 
took  place  on  July  19, 
1982,  just  twelve  days  after 
a  fire  believed  to  be  the 
work  of  arsonists  destroyed 
the  bookstore  and 
newspaper  offices. 

Michael  Moore,  a  local 
research  analyst  who 
works  with  community 


The  plaintiff  in  the  case, 
one-time  school  teacher  and 
current  president  of  the 
Dallas  Gay  Alliance  Don 
Baker,  told  GCN,  "We’re 
delighted  that  the  federal 
courts  recognized  that  the 
equal  protection  clause  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  inherent 
right  of  privacy  are  extended 
to  all  people.” 

Baker  said  his  court  victory 
made  August  17  "like  many 
Christmases  rolled  into  one.” 

Baker  filed  suit  in  1979 
against  Dallas  County  District 
Attorney  Henry  Wade  and 
Dallas  City  Attorney  Lee  Holt 
as  representative  of  all  the 
county  and  city  attorneys  in 
the  state,  claiming  that  21.06 
violated  his  constitutional 
rights  to  privacy,  due  process 
and  equal  protection. 
Although  Wade,  who  argued 
the  defendant’s  case  in  court, 
has  announced  that  he  will 
not  appeal  the  decision,  any  of 
the  other  city  and  county  at¬ 
torneys  in  the  state  may  file 
an  appeal  within  30  days. 

Robert  Schwab  of  the  Texas 
Human  Rights  Foundation, 
which  sponsored  the  lawsuit, 
said  that  although  the  ruling 
will  have  little  effect  on  the 
number  of  gay  people  facing 
criminal  charges,  it  will  have 
considerable  effect  on  the 
ability  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  to  obtain  their  civil 


anti-arson  groups,  first 
brought  the  sale  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  GCN  after  he  ac¬ 
cidentally  came  upon  the 
deed  while  doing  research 
at  the  Registry.  “I  was  look¬ 
ing  in  the  grantee  index  for 
a  name  in  the  D’s  when  I 
happened  toisee  the  name 
Druker,”  Moore  said.  ‘If  I 
hadn’t  accidentally  seen  it, 
probably  no  one  would 
ever  have  seen  it." 

Records  to  date  at  both 
the  Registry  and  the  City  of 
Boston  Assessor’s  Office 
have  indicated  Evelyn 
Richmond  as  owner  of  the 
building.  Yearly  property 
tax  bills,  however,  were 
sent  by  the  city  to  Rich¬ 
mond  in  care  of  the 
Druker  Company  at  its 
down|town  Boston  ad¬ 
dress.  Richmond’s  address 
in  the  previous  deed  is 
given  only  as  “Somerville, 
Massachusetts.  ’  ’ 

GCN,  Fag  Rag  and  Glad 
Day  Bookshop  had  paid 
rent  directly  to  the  Druker 
Company.  Druker,  one  of 
the  city’s  largest  real  estate 
development  and  manage¬ 
ment  companies,  had 
assumed  all  official 
managerial  responsibilities 
for  the  building.  The 
Druker  Company  owns 
and  manages  numerous 
buildings  on  Bromfield 
Street  and  in  the  surroun¬ 
ding  area. 

GCN  unsuccessfully  at¬ 
tempted  to  locate  Rich¬ 
mond  in  July  through 
telephone  directories,  voter 
registration  records,  cen- 


rights.  Baker  had  said  in  his 
suit  that  by  technically  mak¬ 
ing  criminals  of  gay  people, 
the  law  hampered  efforts  to 
hold  jobs,  rent  housing  and 
retain  custody  of  children. 
Schwab  said  efforts  will  now 
be  directed  toward  using  the 
law  to  fight  against 
discrimination  by  the  state 
government.  "We  are  going 
to  vigorously  move  to  enforce 
this  ruling  against  any  state 
administration  which 
discriminates  against  gays.” 
he  told  GCN.  Schwab  said  the 
ruling  has  the  same  potential 
effect  as  a  state  law  banning 
discrimination  by  the  state 
government. 

Lucia  Valeska,  executive 
director  of  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force,  who  was  in  Dallas 
for  the  Gay  Leadership  Con¬ 
ference  when  the  ruling  was 
announced  [see  article,  this 
issue]  pointed  out  that  the  rul¬ 
ing  may  be  cited  in  challenges 
to  similar  laws  in  other  states. 
"Winning  this  case  in  Texas,” 
she  said  at  a  press  conference, 
"may  well  pave  the  way  for 
success  in  gay  civil  rights  bat¬ 
tles  across  the  country.” 

Legal  and  legislative 
challenges  to  sodomy  laws  are 
currently  being  undertaken  in 
Tennessee,  Arkansas  and 
Michigan. 

---filed  from  Boston 


sus  lists  and  records  of  vital 
statistics.  A  woman 
answering  the  telephone  at 
the  Druker  Company  told 
GCN  that  Richmond  had 
left  the  company  about 
four  months  previously 
and  had  left  no  forwarding 
address. 

Richmond  bought  the 
Bromfield  Street  building 
on  September  15,  1964 
from  John  Grealish  of 
Boston  for  a  token  sum  of 
less  than  $100.  According 
to  deeds  on  file  at  the 
Registry,  Grealish  had  pur¬ 
chased  the  building  that 
very  day,  with  a  $55,000 
mortgage  granted  by  Suf¬ 
folk  Franklin  Savings 
Bank,  from  Wallace  Yaffee, 
Isadore  Wasserman  and 
Lena  Yaffe.  On  August  1, 
1975,  the  city  collector- 
treasurer  issued  a  lien  on 
the  building  for  non¬ 
payment  of  $1508.42  in 
property  taxes,  fees  and  in¬ 
terest.  GCN  has  learned, 
however,  that  at  the  time  of 
the  fire  all  taxes  were  paid 
and  the  lien  had  been 
cancelled. 

Records  at  the  Registry 
of  Deeds  show  that  Rich¬ 
mond  has  been  an  active 
property  owner  since  the 
mid-1960s.  On  March  4. 
1969,  Richmond  sold  three 
downtown  properties  to 
the  Drucker  Company  for 
$1.  The  following  day, 
Druker  sold  Richmond  pro¬ 
perties  in  Park  Square, 
under  Richmond’s  married 
name,  Evelyn  Fisher,  for 

continued  on  page  3 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“In  the  electronic  police  data  systems,  data  are 
kept  only  for  those  person  under  suspicion  of  engag¬ 
ing  in  activities  punishable  under  current  law.  That 
includes  the  category  of  so-called  •homosexual’  acts. 
Listings  in  this  category  cannot,  however,  be  output. 
One-cannot  have  a  list  printed  of  all  the  people  who 
engage  in  homosexual  acts,  at  least  ordinary  police 
officials  cannot.  This  holdj  true,  of  course,  only  for 
the  electronic  police  data  system.  Whether  there  are 
certain  investigative  units  of  police  detectives  now 
exercising  preventive  measures,  that  is  something 
we  haven’t  investigatea. 

—  Dr.  Hansjurgen  Gartska,  Deputy  Da»a  Librarian, 
Berlin,  speaking  on  a  Berlin  radio  station  quoted  in 
Torso,  a  Berlin  gay  magazine. 


switchboard  aid 


NEW  YORK,  NY— The  Gay  Switchboard  of  this  city 
is  seeking  the  assistance  of  similar  organizations 
across  the  country  which  have  obtained  tax  exempt 
status  under  the  Internal  Revenue  Code. 

The  Switchboard,  in  its  tenth  year  of  serving  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men,  is  reapplying  for  tax  exempt 
status  under  Section  501  (c)  (3),  the  section  of  the 
Feceral  Tax  Law  which  allows  tax  exemption  for 
religious,  charitable  and  educational  organizations 
who  operate  on  a  not-for-profit  basis. 

"We  believe  the  denial  of  the  application  several 
years  ago  was  totally  unjustified,”  said  Harvey  Duke, 
Switchboard  president.  “We  need  to  know  what  suc¬ 
cessful  approaches  (other  switchboards,  hotlines 
and  similar  organizations)  have  made  use  of  so  that 
we  can  also  make  use  of  them.” 

To  help,  call  (212)  852-8595. 


to  see  what  they  can  do 

RUSSIAN  RIVER,  CA-Leonard  Matlovich,  the 
celebrated  career  army  officer  who  was  discharged 
from  the  military  because  of  his  homosexuality,  has 
entered  into  negotiations  with  the  Adolph  Coors 
Brewing  Company  “to  see  what  they  can  do  to 
change  their  image  in  the  gay  community,”  according 
to  a  report  in  Mom. ..Guess  What? 

Coors,  the  manufacturer  of  a  popular  beer  available 
only  in  the  western  United  States,  has  long  been  the 
object  of  an  oganized  boycott  by  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  feminists,  Chicanos  and  unions  because  of 
discriminatory  hiring  practices  and  extensive  support 
of  ultra-conservative  causes.  The  company  recently 
flew  Matlovich  to  its  Golden,  Colorado  headquarters 
to  discuss  poor  sales  in  California. 

Coors  has  advertised  extensively  in  gay  publica¬ 
tions  in  recent  years  in  order  to  combat  its  conser¬ 
vative  reputation  and  the  economic  effects  of  the 
boycott.  AFL-CIO  Coors  Boycott  organizer  Howard 
Wallace  has  maintained,  however  that  Coors  remains 
anti-union  and  anti-gay. Wallace  and  Tarii  Osborn  of 
the  West  Coast  Women’s  Music  Fesitval  will  appear 
on  televison’s  Sixty  Minutes  this  fall  to  discuss  the 
boycott 


new  force 

TALLAHASSEE,  FL— An  unprecedented  number  of 
women  have  filed  to  run  for  office  in  Florida  in  the 
wake  of  the  state’s  failure  to  ratify  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment. 

In  These  Times  reports  that  81  women,  most  of 
whom  are  pro-ERA,  have  filed  as  candidated,20  for 
seats  in  the  40  member  senate,  61  for  the  house. 

State  Senator  Pat  Frank  has  predicted  that  “this 
new  force  in  the  political  arena  is  the  most  dramatic 
development  in  the  past  decade  and  will  bring  sweep¬ 
ing  changes  in  state  legislature  for  years  to  come.” 

Florida  is  the  only  non-ERA  state  to  schedule  filing 
deadlines  after  the  defeat  of  the  ERA. 


like  a  club 

WASHINGTON-The  Baptist  Ministers  Conference  of 
Washington, D.C.  and  Vicinity  has  expelled  one  of  its 
most  eminent  members,  The  Rev.  J.  Terry  Wingate  of 
Purity  Baptist  Church,  for  participating  in  the  ordina¬ 
tion  fo  a  woman  last  June. 

The  Rev.  Jerry  A.  Moore,  Jr.,  another  prominent 
member  of  the  conference  who  took  part  in  the  rite, 
avoided  a  similar  sanction  by  apologizing. 

The  service  at  Zion  Baptist  Church,  in  which  two 
men  were  also  ordained,  was  only  the  second  ordina¬ 
tion  of  a  black  Baptist  woman  here.  The  pastor  of  the 
church,  the  Rev.  Carleton  W.  Veazey,  said  he  had 
“considered”  the  conference’s  threat  of  ostracism, 
but  added,  “My  position  is  that  I  try  to  cooperate  with 
the  brethren,  but  there  are  certain  things  each 
minister  must  take  a  stand  on.” 

Veazey  was  not  penalized  by  the  conference 
because  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  conterence  which, 
he  said  is  not  an  authoritative  body,  but  rather  “just 
like  a  club.” 


allegedly  groundless  allegations 

WASHINGTON--The  Justice  Department  is  dropp 
ing  its  investigation  into  allegations  of  sex  between 
members  of  Congress  and  teenaged  pages  because 
there  appears  to  be  no  substance  to  the  allegations. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  a  Justice 
Department  official  familiar  with  the  case  said  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  former  pages  who  had  made  the  allega¬ 
tions  did  so  in  a  effort  to  create  a  scandal  in 
Washington  and  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  news 
media. 

Leroy  Williams  of  North  Little  Rock  Arkansas,  the 
page  who  first  claimed  that  congressmen  often 
demanded  sex  in  exchange  for  aid  in  advancing  their 
careers,  has  acknowledged  that  he  failed  a  lie- 
detector  test  administered  by  the  FBI. 

Meanwhile,  the  House  Ethics  Committee,  which  is 
not  bound  by  the  Justice  Department  decision,  is  just 
beginning  its  investigation  of  the  supposed  sex  and 
charges  of  drug  use  by  congressmen.  One 
representative  has  claimed  that  law  enforcement 
onicials  have  identified  eight  congressmen  as  co¬ 
caine  users. 


for  whom  bell  polls 

REVERE, MA — City  Councillor  William  Bell,  a  can¬ 
didate  for  state  representative  in  the  fall  elections, 
has  issued  a  publicstatement  in  response  to  a  ques- 
tionaire  sent  to  him  by  the  Boston  Lsebian/Gay  Po¬ 
litical  Alliance  (BUGPA) 

“I  do  not  want  any  endorsement  concerning  my 
campaign  for  state  representative  from  gays  and  les¬ 
bians,”  Bell  was  reported  as  saying.  “I  seek  to  re¬ 
present  the  average  decent  person  residing  in  the 
area  of  Revere,  Chelsea  and  Malden.” 

The  Chelsea  Weekly  News, which  reported  on  the 
statement,  quoted  Bell  as  saying  his  campaign  “will 
include  endorsements  fr6m  people  who  still  believe 
in  decent  values  . . .  from  people  who  still  believe  that 
a  family  environment  is  superior  to  a  situation  where 
lesbians  and  gay  men  congregate  in  some  bar  just  for 
a  quick  one  night  of  pleasure.” 

Bell,  an  independent  candidate,  will  oppose  incum¬ 
bent  Rep.  Angelo  Cataldo  in  the  November  election. 


nationalizing  pride 

BOSTON--The  organizers  of  pride  week  activities  in 
this  city  have  called  a  national  conference  of  pride 
week  coordinators. 

Scheduled  to  be  held  in  Boston  October  9  through 
11,  the  conference  will  attempt  to  address  all  aspects 
of  pride  celebration  and  will  encourage  national  net¬ 
working  and  information  sharing.  It  has  been  endors¬ 
ed  by  both  the  San  Francisco  Lesbian/Gay  Freedom 
Day  Committee  and  the  Christopher  Street  Liberatoin 
Day  Committee  of  New  York. 

For  details,  write  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Com¬ 
mittee,  P.O.  Box  1253,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA 
02117  or  call  (617)  247-3919. 


pro-family 

TALLASSEE,  FL--Claiming  that  the  doctrine  helps 
hold  families  together,  the  all-male  supreme  court  of 
this  state  has  upheld  a  common  law  ban  on  lawsuits 
filed  buy  battered  wives  against  their  husbands. 

The  Associated  Press  quotes  the  court’s  opinion 
as  saying,  “We  conclude  that  the  abolition  of  [spouse 
immunity]  would  be  detrimental  to  the  family  as  a 
whole.”  The  justices  argued  that  courtroom  pro¬ 
cedure  in  a  lawsuit  would  promote  family  strife. 

Two  of  the  six  justices  on  the  court  dissented. 

"The  court  seems  to  think  that  a  victim  of  spouse 
abuse  who  seeks  damages  is  the  one  to  blame  for 
breaking  up  the  marriage,”  said  Patricia  Ireland  of 
Miami,  a  lawyer  representing  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women. 

Under  Florida  law,  abused  spouses  can  still  ask 
prosecutors  to  press  criminal  charges  against  their 
mates. 


sex  junkie 

ARLINGTON,  VA—  The  former  director  of  a  federal 
education  program  has  been  sentenced  to  nine  mon¬ 
ths  in  prison  on  misdemeanor  sex  charges  despite 
his  claim  that  he  is  mentally  ill  because  he  is  ad¬ 
dicted  to  sexual  gratification. 

The  Washington  Post  reports  that  Harold  Lyon, 
charged  with  aiding  illicit  sexual  intercourse,  had  ar¬ 
gued  that  he  should  be  placed  on  probation  and  al¬ 
lowed  to  perform  community  service  by  working  in  a 
nursing  home. 

Lyon’s  argument  that  he  was  addicted  to  sex  was 
supported  by  testimony  from  his  wife,  his  ministers 
and  a  psychiatrist. 


gaily  speaking 


BOSTON-The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  is 
looking  for  people  living  in  smaller  cities  in  the 
Boston  area  to  speak  to  the  news  media  in  their  own 
communties  and,  occasionally,  to  organizations  and 
classes. 

The  specific  areas  they  are  interested  in  are  Arl¬ 
ington,  Braintree,  Chelsea,  Malden,  Revere,  Fram¬ 
ingham,  Burlington,  Reading,  North  Reading, 
Stoneham,  Woburn,  Worchester,  Wilmington  and 
Lynfield. 

For  more  information  or  to  volunteer,  call  Aileen  at 
(617)  354-0133. 


concert 

BOSTON--Holly  Near,  lesbian  political  activist  and 
musician,  will  appear  at  the  Boston  Opera  House  on 
October  22  and  23  as  part  of  Redwood  Records’  na¬ 
tional  tour. 

Appearing  with  her  will  be  Adrienne  Dorf,  Carrie 
Barton  and  Susan  Freundlich  interpreting  for  the 
hearing  impaired. 

The  concerts  will  be  produced  by  Mobilization  for 
Survival.  For  further  information,  call  (617)  354-0008. 


conference 

CHICAGO--The  Eighth  National  Conference  of  the 
Gay  Academic  Union  will  be  held  on  October  8-10  at 
Chicago’s  Conrad  Hilton  Hotel.  The  conference  will 
run  concurrently  with  Discovery  ’82,  an  event  spon¬ 
sored  by  Gay  Horizons  and  the  Chicago  chapter  of 
the  GAU.  Under  the  general  heading  of  “Celebrating 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Achievement  in  Scholarship,  Com¬ 
munity  Building  and  Individual  Giowth,”  Discovery 
'82  will  have  a  program  of  more  than  50  workshops, 
discussions  and  performances. 

Barbara  Grier  and  Randy  Shilts  will  present 
keynote  addresses  and  papers  will  be  presented  on  a 
variety  of  subjects. 

The  GAU  conference  will  also  include  special  pro¬ 
grams  for  professional,  student  and  administrative 
caucuses. 

The  basic  cost  for  this  conference  will  be  $30  with 
low-income  and  student  reduced  rates  available.  For 
more  information  and  registration  materials,  write 
G.H.,  Inc.,  3225  N.  Sheffield,  Chicago,  IL  60657  or  call 
Communiy  Switchboard  at  (312)  929-HELP  from  7 
p.m.  to  11  p.m. 
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Meet  in  Dallas 


Gay  Activists 


By  Katherine  Davenport 
DALLAS — On  Sunday.  August 
15.  the  front  page  of  the  Dallas 
Morning  Neivs  carried  a  story 
headlined  "Dallas  gay’s  become 
force  within  system.”  Along 
with  a  photo  of  Don  Baker, 
president  of  the  Dallas  Gav 
Alliance  (DGA).  there  were  four 
more  related  stories  Inside  the 
first  section  of  the  News.  The 
Dallas  Times  Herald,  the  other 
local  daily,  ran  a  lengthy  story- 
in  its  Sunday  Metro  section  on 
the  Acquired  Immune  Defici¬ 
ency  (AID)  forum  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  "National 
Gay  Leadership  Conference" 
hosted  bv  the  DGA  August  13 
through  15.  The  local  media, 
both  print  and  broadcast,  were 
very  supportive  in  their 
coyerage. 

At  the  opening  ceremonies  on 
Friday  night.  DGA  board 
member  Ann  Brown  said. 
"After  18  months  of  planning, 
this  conference  has  become  a 
reality.  We  all  feel  that  we 
reached  a  time  in  the  history' of 
our  movement  where  it  is 
important  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  come  together 
to  share  the  various  experi¬ 
ences  we  hace  had  oxer  the 
years  while  working  for  gay- 
rights  in  our  respective 
communities." 


By  Jil  Clark 

HACKENSACK.. NJ--  Sup¬ 
porters  of  Leon  iu  .  \J  teacher 
convicted  in  April  ol  sexually 
molesting  a  nine  year  old  boy 
are  alleging  that  the  jurors  at 
the  trial  wete  influenced  in- 
their  decision  by  their  Delief 
that  the  teacher  is  a  homo¬ 
sexual. 

One  member  of  the  jury 
which  convicted  30-year  old 
John  Anagnosti  allegedly  told 
two  of  the  teacher’s  sup¬ 
porters  that  the  verdict  was 
based  on  the  jury’s  specula¬ 
tion  that  he  is  gay  and  on  the 
tact  that  he  did  not  testify  on 
his  own  behalf. 

According  to  Beatrice 
Reoderer  and  Not een  Berlin. of 
Leonia,  who  operate  a 
clothing  store  in  nearby 
Palasade  Park,  juror  Doris 
Calza  told  them  on  the  day  of 
the  verdict.  "We  all  agreed. 
Just  look  at  him  [Anagnosti) 
and  you  can  see  he  is 
homosexual,  therefore, he  pro¬ 
bably  did  it." 

Roederer  and  Berlin,  also 
testified  in  an  affidavit 
presented  in  court  that  Calza 
had  said  that  she  and  other 
jurors  were  taking  into  con¬ 
sideration  another  sex  com¬ 
plaint  against  Anagnosti 
which,  it  now  appears,  was 


Bill  Nelson,  another  board 
member,  said  "This  conference 
acknoxvlwdges  what  many  have 
dreamed  of  for  vears  -  that  is. 
the  development  of  a  strong 
and  viable  national  movement, 
supported  and  grounded  in 
grassroots  organizations.  It  is 
quite  possible,  therefore  .  that 
this  event  may  be  the 
foundation  fora  national  effort 
that  will  ignite  a  series  of 
successes  unmatched  in  the 
history-  of  our  movement." 

Nelson  then  introduced  Dallas 
State  Representitive  David 
Cain,  who  welcomed  confer¬ 
ence  participants  on  behalf  of 
the  slate  of  Texas. 

Dallas  city  council  member 
Ricardo  Medrano  then 
welcomed  the  conferees, 
saving.  "I'm  glad  you  had  the 
conference  in  my  particular 
district."  He  then  presented  a 
key  to  the  city  to  the  man  who 
had  come  the  farthest,  a  man 
from  Anchorage.  Alaska. 

In  the  keynote  address, 
journalist  Larry  Bush  praised 
Texas  for  its  distinguished 
record  in  the  area  of  humann 
rights  and  for  a  "progressive 
gay  rights  record."  Bush, 
obviously  pleased  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  express  it.  said. 
"It  is  long  since  time  that  we 
came  here  to  get  to  know  you 


groundless. 

.  Anagnosti’ s  attorney. 
Christian  Steuben,  presented 
the  allegations  of  jury  miscon¬ 
duct  to  the  court  and  re¬ 
quested  an  investigation  into 
the  deliberations  last  April. 

Superior  Court  Judge  John 
J.  Cariddi  turned  down  the 
application,  saying  that  the 
only  legitimate  grounds  for 
considering  the  jury  delibera¬ 
tions  were  knowledge  by  the 
jurors  of  material  facts  not  in¬ 
troduced  into  evidence  in  a 
trial  or  racial  or  religious 
bigotry. 

Cariddi  agreed  with  assis¬ 
tant  Bergen  County  Pro¬ 
secutor  Marilyn  Clark  that  it 
was  unclear  from  the  gist  of 
the  conversation  between  the 
three  women  whether  Calza 
knew  about  the  second  com¬ 
plaint  during  jury  delibera¬ 
tions  or  learned  of  it  after¬ 
wards. 

Cariddi  did.  however,  warn 
jurors  not  to  weigh  against 
Anagnosti  his  refusal  to 
testify.  Steuben  said  that 
Anagnosti  did  not  testify  on 
his  own  behalf  "because  he 
didn’t  believe  it  was 
necessary,  he  didn't  believe 
anyone  would  believe  these 
ridiculous  accusations." 

Anagnosti  must  wait  to  file 


better,  to  leant  from  you  and  to 
hold  this  conference."  He  went 
on  to  summarize  the  political 
progress  that  has  been  made  in 
the  last  ten  years  and  stated. 
The  public  is  beginnig  to 
accept  the  fact  that  wen- 
entitled  to  our  rights.  If  we  get 
the  closet  conscience  of 
Congress  to  come  out.  we  havv 
a  lighting  chance  against  anti 
gav  bills." 

For  the  most  part.  Bush  and 
the  rest  of  the  invited 
participants,  all  from  the  "gay 
mainstream."  wen-  loyal  to  the 
theme  of  the  conference. 
"Celebrating  the  Movement. 
Organizing  the  Future." 

On  Saturday,  a  total  of  37 
workshops  were  held  in  four 
one  hour  sessions,  making  it 
impossible  for  individuals  to 
attend  mon-  than  four.  The 
37th  workshop,  which  was 
added  alter  the  programs  wen- 
printed.  was  entitled  “Bom 
Again  and  Gay.  Building 
Sup|x>rt  in  the  Bible  Bell.”  It 
was  given  by  the  Evangelical 
Outn-ach  Ministries. 

The  workshops,  most  of  which 
were  on  non-controversial 
topics  like  networking,  gay- 
businesses  and  business 
organizations  and  Democratic 
Party  politics,  provided  only- 
limited  time  for  sharing  ideas 


the  appeal  until  alter  he  is 
sentenced,  which  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  in  September.  The 
teacher  could  be  imprisoned 
lor  as  long  as  ten  years  and 
lined  as  much  as  $100,000. 
according  to  Steuben. 

According  to  Roederer.  sup¬ 
port  for  Anagnosti  is  wide¬ 
spread  in  the  small  town  of 
Leonia,  the  home  of  many 
professors,  writers,  actors  and 
other  artists  and  profes¬ 
sionals.  "The  people  [on  the 
jury!  in  Hackensack  just  don't 
know  Mr  A  |Anagnosti[.  We 
are  app;.iien  by  i heir  verdict. 
Mr.  A  was  tlu*  best  teacher  in 
the  school  system.” 

Anagnosti.  who  had  taught 
at  the  Anne  S.  Scott  Elemen¬ 
tary  School  for  17  years, 
resigned  in  April  1981  when  a 
former  pupil  alleged  that  the 
man  had  forced  the  boy  into 
sexual  contact  with  him  in  his 
apartment  on  three  different 
occasions  in  the  fall  of  1980. 
However,  the  concensus  of  ap¬ 
proximately  500  Leonia 
residents  who  formed  a 
defense  committee  and  raised 
$10,000  for  Anagnosti  is  that 
the  boy  made  up  the  story  in 
an  attempt  to  get  his  father’s 
attention. 


and  making  connections.  In 
addition,  the  AID  forum  was 
going  on  in  a  different  part  of 
the  same  hotel  at  the  same 
time. 

The  underlying  theme  of  the 
Women's  Concerns  workshop 
was  the  difficulties  of  working 
with  gay  men  Lucia  Valcska. 
executive  director  of  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force 
ING1-T)  recounted  some  of  the 
problems  she  had  moving  from 
the  women's  movement  to  the 
gay  movement,  saying."!  had  to 
deal  with  an  emiroment  that 
was  not  as  personally 
supportive  as  the  women's 
movement." 

A  woman  from  Illinois  put  it 
this  way:  "Men  are  going  to  be 
much  more  responsive  to 
concerns  about  feminism  if 
they  see  that  there  is  some 
power  behind  the  concerns 
being  voiced.  Expecting  men  to 
just  be  nice  about  it  is 
expecting  to  much." 

Throughout  the  workshop 
and  the  entire  conference, 
there  was  a  strong  emphasis  on 
power,  money,  professionalism 
and  leadership,  the  word 
"leadership"  being  second  only 
to  "gay"  in  the  frequency  with 
which  it  was  heard  during  the 
conference. 

In  the  Family  Protection  Act 
workshop,  Susan  Green  of  Gay- 
Rights  National  Lobby  (GRNL) 
and  Jerry  Gerash  of  NGTF 
stressed  the  fact  that  the 
Family  Protection  Act  (FPA)  is 
"the  primary  legislative  tool  of 
the  radical  right"  and  pointed 
out  that  we  should  not  be  using 
the  right  to  privacy  argument 
against  the  FPA  because  it  is 
not  applicable.  "It’s  about  our 
right  to  speak  out,  our 
fundamental  right,"  said 
Gerash.  They  stressed  coalition 
building,  education,  teach-ins 
and  telephone  trees  and  the 
importance  of  being  ready  to 
pounce  on  short  notice 
because  at  any  time  a  section  of 
the  FPA  can  be  attached  as  an 
admendment  to  bills  already  in 
Congress. 

Several  groups  and  organi¬ 
zations  used  the  Dallas 
conference  as  an  opportunity 
to  hold  board  or  general 
meetings.  One  such  group  was 
the  National  Activist  Union  of 
Gays  and  Lesbians,  which  was 
somewhat  hampered  because 
the  members  had  not  received 
the  minutes  from  the  meeting 
held  in  Washington  in  June 
and  did  not  know  of  the 
meeting  at  the  time  of  the 
Dallas  conference. 

At  the  Western  Banquet  held 
on  Saturday  night,  Valeska.Mel 
Boozer,  Jean  O'Leary  and  Troy 
Perry  were  the  guest  speakers. 
Valeska  let  it  be  known  that  her 
hosts  had  told  her  to  wear  a 


Anti-Gay  Bias  Charged 

I  n  Tr  i  al  on  Sex  Ch  arge  s 


Eviction  _ 

continued  from  page  1 

Division  Court  is  upheld,  its 
effect  would  be  expanded  from 
covering  only  Manhattan  and 
the  Bronx,  the  lower  court's 
jurisdiction,  to  the  whole  slate. 

A  reversal  of  the  decision 
would  create  an  incentive  for 
landlords  to  evict  same  sex 
tenants  in  order  to  increase 
rents.  "Such  a  decision  would 
in  effect  make  the  landlords  of 
this  city  the  guardians  of  its 
morals."  noted  Roth.  "Gay 


people  would  pay  a  penalty 
simply  for  having  relation¬ 
ships.  We've  also  heard  about 
many  cases  where  landlords 
permit  only  one  name  on  a 
lease,  thus  intentionally 
committing  fraud,  so  they  can 
evict  the  tenants  when  market 
conditions  are  right.  Word  has 
gotten  out  on  the  landlords' 
grapevine  that  this  is  an  easy 
way  to  evict  tenants." 

Another  case  covering  much 
the  same  territory  is  due  to  be 
heard  by  the  Appellate  Division 


Court  in  the  next  few  months. 
Civil  Court  Judge  Ferdinand 
Pellegrino  ruled  in  April  1981 
that  the  two  lesbians  in  a  case 
titled  Attest  Seventh  Corp.v. 
Ringelheim  had  to  vacate  their 
apartment  because  of  the  same 
"immediate  family"  clause. 
Michael  J.  Lavery  of  the 
lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund  is  handling 
the  case  and  the  appeal. 
Presumalbly.  the  recent 
appellate  ruling  should  affect 
the  outcome  of  this  case  as  well. 


Questions 

continued  from  page  1 

SI.  Richmond  then  leased 
the  properties  to  the 
Boston  Gas  Company  and 
sold  them  back  to  Druker, 
again  for  $  1 .  Finally,  on  the 
same  day.  Druker  took  out 
an  $803,000  mortgage  on 
the  property  from  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Bostc, 
According  to  Moore,  these 
transactions  all  poini  to  the 
fact  that  Richmond  has 
acted  as  a  "straw."  a  per¬ 
son  who  holds  a  property 
in  her  or  his  name  in  order 
to  hide  the  real  owner,  in 


dress  for  the  occasion.  Boozer 
stated  that  ihe  greatest 
resource  we  have  is  the  gay- 
community  itself.  O'Leary 
spoke  in  support  of  the  "gay- 
mainstream"  groups  officially 
invited  to  participate  in  the 
conference,  like  NGTF.  GRNL. 
Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund  and  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign 
Fund,  and  spoke  out  vehe¬ 
mently  against  coalitions, 
calling  them  "neanderthals." 
"Network,  not  coalesce  with." 
she  said.  "No  more  marriages. 
Think  of  it  as  the  profound 
quickie." 

Perry,  founder  of  the 
Melropolitann  Community- 
Church  and  the  only  speaker  to 
receive  a  standing  ovation,  was 
also  the  only  speaker  to  discuss 
racism  and  classisnt.  "We  can't 
become  an  upper  middle,  class 
white  movement."  he  said.  "We 
have  to  represent  all  people.  Be 
yourself  and  don't  be  afraid." 
The  Dallas  conference  was 
historic  and  trend  setting  in  its 
format,  but  the  official  invitees 
were  carefully  selected.  No 
leftist  organizations  were 
represented  and  even  the 
National  Organization  for 
Women  was  not  offieally 
invited.  As  Ellen  Gardner  of  the 
Dallas  County  NOW  Lesbian 
Task  Force  noted.  "It’s  been  a 
successful  conference  but  it’s 
not  a  feminist  conference  by 
any  strech  of  the  imagination 
and  women  have  to  struggle." 
Barbara  Wciustoek. 
another  NGTF  represen¬ 
tative.  pointed  out  that  the 
conference  was  held  at  the 
same  time  as  tlu-  Michigan 
Women's  Music  Fesitval 
and  made  the  only  mention 
ol  S«SiM  and  inlergcnera- 
lional  sex  controversial 
issues  of  common  interest 
to  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

As  a  result  of  working  with 
men.  Christie  Kissel  said.  "I 
know  how  to  slip  in  feminism 
like  tofu  in  your  salad."  but 
went  on  to  say.  "I  got  gixxl 
prtxrss  but  I  lost  my  goal.  The 
common  goal  doesn't  seem  to 
include  us  (lesbians). " 

Jow  Murray  of  the 
Midwest  Lesbian  and  Gay 
C  o  m  m  u  n  i  e  a  t  i  o  n  s 
Newwork  offered  the 
lollowing  comment:  "It 
was  loo  programmed  and 
there  was  no  avenue  for  in¬ 
put.  It  represents  an  ele¬ 
ment  ol  the  lesbian  and  gay 
leadership  but  it  was  by  no 
means  a  natoinal  leader¬ 
ship  conference.  The 
workshops  represented  the 
needs  and  concerns  of  the 
DGA.  They  were  centered 
around  money  and  power 
politics.  If  we  should  have 
learned  anything  from 
NOW,  it’s  that  we  can't  get 
anywhere  by  being  single¬ 
issue." 


this  case  the  Bertram  A. 
Druker  Company  Such 
practice  is  legal  in 
Massachusetts.  Moore 
says:  “It  certainly  is  in¬ 
criminating,  that's  all  I  can 
say." 

Whatever  the  reasons  for 
all  the  hanky-panky,  the 
Druker  Company  has 
steadfastly  refused  to  com¬ 
ment.  Evelyn  Richmond, 
according  to  the  new  deed, 
now  lives  safely  out  of 
reach  in  Windham,  New 
Hampshire.  And  the  Arson 
Squad  assures  us  that  the 
investigation  is  continuing. 
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Community  Voices - 


gay  blues 

Despite  our  several  moves  and  change  of  ad¬ 
dress  to  a  post  office  box,  letters  continue  to  pour 
in.  The  news  is  beginning  to  reach  places  as  far 
flung  as  Australia  and  Germany.  It  is  wonderful  to 
discover  how  many  concerned  friends  there  are 
out  there. 

Jl  was  deeply  saddened  by  the  fire.  GCN  has  been 
part  of  my  life  since  1973.  The  burning  of  your 
offices  made  me  aware  of  my  vulnerability  as  a  gay 
man.  and  the  news  of  the  artist’s  who  were  burned 
out  also  made  me  aware,  as  an  artist,  of  the 
strength  which  is  needed  to  endure  the  loss  of 
one's  past  work.  I  realize  this  could  happen  at  any 
time,  and  again  feel  vulnerable.  So  I  look  forward 
to  each  issue  of  GCN  to  show  that  the  strength  is 
real,  and  our  movement  is  alive. 

Jl  had  a  fire,  too.  Less  damage,  fortunately,  but 
enough  to  give  some  feeling  for  the  pain  of  sorting 
through  charred  files.  Ouch! 

Jl  was  deelpy  saddened  by  the  news  of  the  fire, 
but  also  moved  by  your  continued  conviction  to 
keep  GCN  going.  These  are  hard  times  for  our 
community  and  all  oppressed 
peoples.  And  GCN  is  such  an  important  part  of 
the  struggle.  The  arrival  of  your  "plain  brown 
envelope"  is  a  weekly  highpoint  I  can  count  on  in 
Reagan  America. 

1 1  wish  I  was  a  millionaire  so  I  could  set  you  up  in 
business  again,  but  of  course,  1  can  also  send  a 
H  UGE  wish  for  success  in  the  future  because  we 
need  each  other.  I'm  stuck  in  a  narrow-minded 
small  town.  God!  Their  stupidity  is  pitiful,  like 
you  wouldn’t  believe. 

^Sometimes  it’s  Gay  Community  News  and  some¬ 
times  its  Gay  Contentious  Nonsense,  but  go  on 
publishing— it’s  fascinating.  I  was  very  angry 
about  the  arson. 


pride  rumors 

The  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Committee 
issued  this  letter  in  response  to  criticism  received 
regarding  some  of  its  fundraising  policies  in  1982. 
Dear  Readers: 

The  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Committee 
appreciates  and  understands  the  concerns  of  re¬ 
cent  criticisms.  We  wholeheartedly  agree  that  as 
many  groups  and  people  should  participate  in 
both  the  planning  and  enjoyment  of  Pride’s 
Parade,  Rally,  and  festivities. 

We  feel  that,  unfortunately,  many  of  you  have 
received  information  not  properly  founded,  and 
thus,  have  judged  us  rather  harshly,  without  any¬ 
one  taking  the  time,  interest,  or  consideration  to 
help  us  work  out  a  mutually  beneficial  situation. 

GCN  had  not  been  “forbidden”  to  sell 
T-shirts,  or  operate  a  food  and  drink  concession 
at  the  Rally.  I  have  personally  explained  to  several 
persons  at  GCN  that  our  permit  is  heavily  restric¬ 
tive  and  does  not  allow  commercial  sales  of  any 
type,  except  those  funds  raised  and  totally  res¬ 
cinded  to  Pride  Celebrations,  Inc.  Being  a  new 
corporation  attempting  to  gain  tax  exemption, 
perhaps  we  are  being  a  bit  sheltering  about  our 
following  every  law  to  the  letter.  Our  permit  also 
forbids  the  selling  of  food  without  proper  addi¬ 
tional  permits  attained  per  each  vendor.  We  are 
not  insured  for  liabilities  under  food  health  laws. 

As  for  T-shirts  being  sold  at  New  Words  and 
Glad  Day  Bookshop,  our  fundraising  chairper¬ 
son  discussed  the  possibilities  and  each  wanted  a 
percentage  of  the  profits  (ranging  from  20%  to 
33%).  Pride  had  not  been  doing  as  well  as  it  had 
in  previous  years  with  fundraising.  For  example, 
of  the  325  letters  mailed  out  requesting  dona¬ 
tions,  only  5  (five)  donations  were  received  — 
almost  totally  from  individuals  who  live  outside 
of  the  Greater  Boston  area  and/or  Massachu¬ 
setts.  This  is  only  a  1.5%  return!  Our  profit 
margin  on  the  T-shirts  is  minimal  —  we  printed 
them  more  out  of  a  sense  of  tradition  than  for 
monetary  gain.  With  the  exception  of  Red  Sun 
Press  and  LaserType,  Ltd.,  none  of  our  other 
suppliers  (including  those  in  the  Lesbian/Gay 
Community)  have  offered  free  or  at-cost  service. 
Our  fear  of  falling  under  budget,  and  the  tack  of 
support  from  more  than  97%  of  the  Lesbian/ 
Gay  Business  Community  determined  our  need 
to  keep  as  much  cash  coming  into  Pride  directly 
as  possible.  The  declining  days  and  the  balance 
in  our  checking  account  were  running  a  very  tight 
race. 

I  take  personal  exception  to  phraseology  direc¬ 
ted  at  us,  such  as  “exclusionary,”  “restricting,” 
“censoring,”  and  “power  trips,”  as  Pride  has 
and  will  always  continue  to  reach  out  to  the 
community. 

I  wish  I  could  say  that  the  community  reaches 
back  as  generously. 

Sincerely, 

Marsha  H.  Levine 
Clerk 

Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Committee 
(dba  —  Pride  Celebrations,  Inc.) 

Boston,  MA 
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Design 

¥is  looking 
irector.  Graphic 
s  necessary  as  well  as  a 
commitment  to  feminism  and 
social  change.  Low  salary  plus 
medical  benefits.  Address  in¬ 
quiries  to  Cindy  Patton,  GCN, 
P.O.  Box  971,  Boston,  MA  02103, 
or  call  426-4469. 


The  Staff,  Board  of  Directors,  and  Membership  of  the 

Gay  Community  News 
Thanks 
John  Ward 
Cindy  Rizzo 
David  Lund 
Michael  Scofield 

at 

Ward,  Rizzo,  and  Lund 

and 

Denise  Sudell 


at 


Gay  and 


Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
for  giving  us  a  temporary  space, 
as  well  as  moral  and  physical  support, 
in  our  hour  of  need. 

(Well,  actually,  it  ended  up  being 
a  little  longer  than  an  hour.) 


(GLAD) 


Typesetter/ Writer 

GCN  is  hiring  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Typesetter/Writer. 
The  primary  responsibility 
is  to  produceall  typesetting. 
Volume  of  work  will  vary 
and  writing  responsibilities 
will  vary  accordingly.  Low 
salary  and  medical  benefits. 
For  more  information,  call 
Cindy  at  426-4469. 


Due  to  the  stress  and 
turmoil  of  the  fire,  the 
GCN  staff  will  add  a 
week  to  the  usual  Au¬ 
gust  vacation.  (That’s 
two  weeks,  to  put  it  blunt- 
ly!)  We  will  be  gone 
from  August  30  to  Sep¬ 
tember  10. 


100 

50 
25 

Join  the  GCN  0 

One  way  to  strengthen  and  rebuild  GCN  is  to  become  a  sustainer. 
Your  quarterly  contribution  of  $30  will  allow  you  to  join  the  “GCN 
100,”  those  initial  100  GCN  supporters  who  can  pledge  to  make 
these  donations.  Consider  this  opportunity  today.  We’d  especially 
like  to  hear  this  week  from  anyone  who  supports  the  paper,  body¬ 
guards  to  Queens,  and  Leos  and  Virgos! 


THE  GCN  SUSTAINER  PROGRAM 

□  YES,  I/We  would  like  to  become  a  GCN  sustainer  and  help  to 
build  a  Financially  Stronger  GCN. 

I/We  pledge  to  contribute 

□  $120  □  $180  □  $240 

□  $360  □  $420  □  $480 

□  $300  □  $540  □ _ 

The  number  of  installments  to  be  made  to  fullfill  this  pledge  is  . . . 

□  one  □  two  □  four 

name  _ _ _ 

address  _ _ _ 

•  Please  enclose  first  installment  with  this  mailing.  * 

•  All  individual  sustainers  names  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential.  tj 

•  If  the  sustainer  is  a  group  or  organization,  may  we  publish  your  | 
name  in  our  sustainer  newsletter?  □  yes  □  no. 

•  Your  comments  are  welcome;  please  enclose  with  this  coupon. 

Mail  to:  GCN  sustainers,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108  1 
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Making  Love, 


“Nicaragua  Sisters  in  Struggle,  a  captivating 

exhibit  by  photojournalist  Margaret  Randall  is  now  at  the  Lillian 
Immanig  Gallery,  Emmanuel  College,  400  The  Fenway,  Boston, 
through  August  31st.  The  Gallery  is  open  from  9  to  5,  Monday 
through  Friday. 

Randal  is  author  of  several  books  on  the  condition  of  women 
in  Latin  American  and  other  liberation  struggles,  including  the 
recetnly  released Sandino’s  Daughters:  Testimonies  of 
Nicaraguan  Women  in  Struggle.  Her  photographs  present  strik¬ 
ing  images  of  a  variety  of  women  an  their  different  positions  in 
the  revolution  and  the  rebuilding  of  Nicaragua. 


By  Scotf  Brookte 

It's  an  old  story  that  lesbians 
and  gay  men  have  always  been 
a  part  of  movements  forjustice. 
However,  it  is_only  recently,  as 
queers  have  come  into  their 
own  political  awareness,  that 
this  has  been  more  than,  m  un¬ 
acknowledged.  unreciprocated 
contribution  of  lesbian  and  gay 
spirit.  It  has  often  not  been  easy 
We  were  the  lavender  menace  of 
the  early  women's  movement 
and  the  bourgeois  decadent 
lifestylists  of  the  sectarian  New 
Left.  But  we  have  perserveres, 
and  things  are  changing. 

Recently.  Gay  Community 
News  and  the  Boston-area 
Central  American  Solidarity 
Association  (CASA)  agreed  to 
co-sponsor  a  benefit  dance  in 
Cambridge  on  August  28  (see 
Calendar).  Such  a  political 
development  development  is 
insignificant  (particularly  in 
Boston).  It  set  me  to  wondering 
about  the  motivations  and 
experiences  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  involved  in  solidarity  work 
with  people  in  other  countries, 
particularly  in  Central 
America. 

I  talked  with  Jade  Ireland,  a 
member  of  CASA  who  has  been 
instrumental  in  organizing  the 
dance,  and  with  Rosemary 
Regello,  a  lesbian  involved  in 
the  Women's  Committee  on 
Central  America  in  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area  and  with 
the  San  Francisco  Committee 
in  Solidarity  with  the  People  of 
El  Salvador  (CISPES). 
Following  are  excerpts  from 
our  conversation. 

I  asked  both  people  why  they 
were  involved  in  political  work 
concerning  a  small  faraway 
country,  and  both  made  it  clear 
that,  in  Jade's  words,  “It’s  not 
just  doing  this  thing  to  take 
care  of  people  in  other 
countries.  It’s  something 
bigger  and  it’s  going  to  affect 
us." 

"All  the  massacring,  the 
political  murders,  the  right 
-wing  dictatorship,  all  these 
things  that  are  going  on  are 
supported  by  the  U.S. 
government,  and  that's  me," 
commented  Rosemary.  “I  don’t 
want  President  Reagan  or 
(Assistant  Secretary  of  State 
for  Inter-American  Affairs) 
Thomas  Enders  saying  that  El 
Salvador  is  making  progress  in 
human  rights  or  that  ifs  a 
democratic  country.  I  don’t 
want  them  saying  those  things 
in  my  name." 

"Part  of  changing  things  and 
making  things  better  for  people 
who  are  oppressed  in  this 


country  is  making  the  United 
States  take  responsibility  for 
what  it's  done  in  other 
countries."  explained  Jade. 

Rosemary  talked  about  the 
economic  consequences  of  U.S. 
intervention:  “The  very  money 
that's  being  erased  from 
programs  for  poor  people  here 
is  being  spent  on  helicopters 
and  guns  and  ammunition  to 
wipe  out  the  poor — again — in 
Central  America." 

Reflecting  on  Jade's  desire  to 
make  “the  U.S.  take  responsi¬ 
bility  for  its  actions,  "  I  was 
reminded  of  a  recent  story  in 
the  New  York  Times.  The 
Director  of  the  CIA  was 
discussing  how  the  agency  had 
supplied  a  special  invisible  ink 
to  the  Salvadoran  government. 
The  ink  was  used  with  a  stamp 
to  indicate  that  a  person  had 
voted  in  the  compulsory 
elections  held  last  March.  The 
Democratic  Revolutionary 
Front  (FDR) — the  mass 
opposition  organization — 
called  a  boycott  of  the  elections 
because,  among  other  reasons, 
for  FDR  members  to  campaign 
openly  was  tantamount  to 
asking  to  be  assasinated.  One 
can  speculate  on  the  fate  of 
Salvadorans  unable  to  show 
government  forces  the  stamp 
with  the  special  ink.  But.  said 
the  CIA  Director  in  the  Times 
article,  the  agency  was  not 
interfering  in  the  El  Salvador 
election,  it  was  simply 
assisting. 

“The  U.S.  keeps  trying  to  make 
it  look  like  they’re  sending 
money  to  support  a  democratic 
government  in  El  Salvador 
when  in  fact  what  they’re 
supporting  is  a  really 
murderous  government.  The 
elections  were  a  part  of  trying 
to  convince  people  that  that 
government  was  democratic¬ 
ally  elected,"  Jade  told  me. 

I  asked  Jade  about  the  kind  of 
work  that  CASA  is  doing. 

“A  main  focus  of  CASA  is  to 
change  public  opinion,"  he 
replied.  “That's  what  the  FDR 
has  requested  of  U.S.  solidarity 
groups,  because  the  aid  the 
Salvadoran  government  is 
getting  from  the  U.S.  is  pretty 
much  the  only  thing  that's 
keeping  the  government  there 
alive.  The  way  we  raise  public 
awareness  is  through  commu¬ 
nity  meetings  and  being  out  in 
the  streets,  just  talking  to 
people  a  lot.  We  set  up  tables  on 
street  comers  and  in  shopping 
centers,  and  have  people  fill  out 
postcards  or  petitions  to  their 
legislators." 

“One  thing  that's  happened." 
Jade  added.  “  is  that  people  who 


Not  War 


were  confused  or  who  just 
didn't  know  have  started 
thinking  about  it  and  started 
talking  about  it.  Often,  they  ask 
a  lot  of  questions  and  express  a 
lot  of  interest,  where  otherwise 
they  would  hare  just  relied 
upon  what's  reported  in  the 
mainstream  media." 

Both  people  had  strong 
feelings  about  the  connection 
between  being  lesbian  or  gay 
and  being  involved  in  solidarity 
work. 

"We  have  to  look  at  who  the 
scrapegoats  are  now.  and  who 
they  are  going  to  be  in  the 
future."  commented  Rosemary. 
“Lesbians  and  gay  men  hare  to 
stand  together  now  with  these 
groups  —  with  Central  Ameri¬ 
cans  and  Third  World  people  in 
this  country  —  and  fight  back. 
Not  just  wait  until  our  backs 
are  against  the  wall." 

Jade  expressed  similar 
sentiments  on  more  personal 
terms.  "My  gay  identity  is  a  vital 
part  of  my  politics.  Being  gay 
triggered  an  awareness  that  a 
lot  of  people  as  hard  or  harder 
than  me.  The  reason  I  was 
interested  in  becoming 
aware  of  my  own  sexism  or  my 
own  racism  was  from  knowing 
how  I  felt  when  I  experienced 
other  people's  homophobia  — 
they  would  never  come  right 
out  and  say  it.  but  I  would 
definitely  feel  it.  Because  gay 
people  experience  a  very  direct 
and  predominant  kind  of 
oppression  every  day.  all  the 
time,  there's  the  potential  for 
generalizing  that  experience 
and  beginning  to  understand 
other  people's  oppression.  If  we 
aren't  open  to  changing 
ourselves,  our  politics  become 
theory." 

It  will  come  as  no  surprise  that 
both  Rosemary  and  Jade 
commented  onthe  homophobia 
they  had  encountered  in  their 
work.  “There  was  one 
Salvadoran  woman,”  said 
Rosemary,  “who  said  that 
lesbians  were  all  middle-class 
women  who  wanted  to  be  poor, 
and  spout  off  all  these  causes, 
that  their  oppression  is  their 
choice.  That  was  a  hard  one  to 
answer.  But  it's  not  like  we  just 
say,  the  hell  with  them.  We 
continue  to  struggle  with  that 
kind  of  stuff  —  I  think  the  best 
education  for  them  is  just 
working  with  us." 

Jade  described  his  battle  with 
the  homophobia  of  invisibility. 
“Someone  once  said  something 
to  the  effect  that  they  thought  I 
was  the  only  gay  person  in 
CASA,  because  1  wear  earrings 
and  nose  rings,  and  I  look 
different  than  all  the  other  men 
in  CASA.  There's  a  real 
unawareness  in  CASA  that 
there  are  gay  people  working 
there.  It’s  not  considered  an 
issue  directly,"  he  added.  “It's 
very  easy  to  become  focused  on 
what  seem  like  the  life  and 
death  issues  of,  in  the  case  of 
El  Salvador  for  example, 
making  it  possible  for  them  to 
get  control  of  their  lives  and  of 
their  land  again.  It’s  important 
when  you’re  doing  political 
work  to  realize  that  values 
affect  that  work." 


In  late  1978,  the  Sandinista 
National  Liberation  Front 
(FSLN)  in  Nicaragua  was 
fighting  slowly  but  surely 
towards  victory  over  the  forces 
of  that  country's  bloody 
dictator,  Anastasio  Somoza. 
Living  in  San  Francisco's 
heavily  latino  Mission  District. 
I  vividly  remember  gathering 
every  night  in  the  early  evening 
at  the  comer  rapid  transit 
station,  (unofficially)  renamed 
"Plaza  Sandino,"  chanting  and 
singing  with  a  small  crowd. 
After  a  while,  we  would  start 
down  the  street,  chanting 
simply  "FSLN"  in  Spanish,  and 


collecting  women,  men,  ana 
kids  of  all  ages  from  the  bars 
and  apartments  lining  the 
street.  In  only  four  blocks,  the 
crowd  would  quintuple,  and  a 
spirited  rally  would  begin  with 
singing,  speeches  and 


spontaneous  fundraising  from 
passing  cars. 

Several  months  later  in  July. 
1979.  a  gay  educational  event 
about  Nicaragua  a  few  blocks 
away  from  Plaza  Sandino 
continued  on  page  9 


MAKE  THIS  YOUR 
YEAR  FOR  MUSIC 


People  of  all  ages  can  make  music  in 
the  Preparatory  School  &  Adult 
Education  Department  at  New 
England  Conservatory. 

Registration  for  private  lessons  and 
classes  in  all  instruments  and  voice  is 
September  7-11. 

For  registration  information  and  free 
catalog,  call  or  write: 

Extension  Division 
290  Huntington  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
Tel.  (617)  262-1120,  ext.  365 


New  England 
CxMiservalorv 


TERRENCE  T.  SWEENEY 

Attorney  At  Ltiw 

Living-Together  Agree  men ts  •  Business  Problems 
Landlord  A  Tenant  •  Wills  A  Probate  •  Criminal 
Domestic  Relations  •  Trusts  •  Personal  Injury 
Consumer  Issues  •  Real  Estate 

SNYDER  AND  SWEENEY 

102  Union Wluirf  Boston  02109 
Telephone:  227-0(>0(> 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

Attorneys  at  law 


•  Relationship  Contracts 

•  Wills 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Corporate  Matters 


•  Immigration 

•  Civil  iSc  Criminal  Litigation 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Estate  Planning 


Two  Pa rk  Square  •Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
617-426-2020 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley.  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans.  Moss.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


expressions 

•  therapy  for  women: 

individuals,  couples,  groups 
•  lesbian  relationship  issues  •  sexuality 
•  incest/ abuse  •  remov  ing  barriers  to  intimacy  666-5697  sliding  scale 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


ObilWOOD 


wm 

mM 


OVER 

50% 

SOLD 


CONDOMINIUMS 

1  Bedrooms  with  Den  •  some  Fireplaces  •  r 

Sun-filled  Kitchens*  Modern  Ceramic  Tile  Baths*  I 
Private  Storage*  Laundry  Rm •  Off-street  Parking* I 
Treetop-surrounded  Roofdeck  with  unrivaled  view  I 
of  Boston  Skyline  •  Architectural-Quality  Common  I 
Area  Design  •  All  New  Energy  Saving  Systems  * 
Priced  Affordably  from  $1%6\&)-$43,000  I 
Attractive  developer  subsidized  financing  with 
low  down  payments  available  to  qualified  buyers.  I 

48  ROBINWOOD  AVE.,  ! 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  •  522-5550  | 

Near  Jamaica  Pond  in  a  charming  country-like 
neighborhood  —  only  10  minutes  from 
downtown  Boston! 

Developed  by  Terrapin  Associates. 


Only  Six  Units  Available  in  19th  C. 
Townhouse  Condos  on  quiet  street. 
Walking  distance  to  downtown, 
5  mins,  to  1-95.  1250  Sq.  Ft.  Plus  Full 
Basements,  Sundecks,  Greenhouse 
Windows,  and  Much  More  with 
Attractive  Financing. 

OPEN  HOUSE  SUNDAYS 

1:00-5:00  P.M. 

At 

29  Olive  Street 

(West  of  Downtown  Off  Of  High  St.) 

Prices  From  $58,500 


N  EWBURYPORT 

462-2056 


Saturday.  August  28  1982  a«  *•  B°S*°"  ^  M 


VNd tK.  'un  H** 
Nation*' 
who  suPP0" 


MU»n  to  Boston 

"NOW  fully  intends  to  work 
towards  removing  from  office  as 
many  of  those  opponents  as 
possible  and  to  support  those  who 
supported  women's  rights.  But. 
most  importantly.  NOW  seeks  to 
recuit  and  elect  a  new  breed  of 
candidate  " 

Eleanor  Smeal.  President 
National  Organization  for  Women 


rM.LV  1° 

io  tela*  en,OV 


entertain"*"'! 


i 


50%  of  total  political  contributions 
up  to  $100  are  eligible  for  a  tax 
credit  on  your  Federal  income  tax 
return.  Make  checks  payable  to 
NOW/Equality  PAC. 

For  more  information,  sponsor 
sheets,  to  volunteer  or  donate, 
contact  Boston  NOW.  99  Bishop 
Allen  Dr..  Cambridge.  MA  Phone 
661-6015 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  onlv 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV- Radio- Phones- Hifi-Color 


Expert  Repair  &  T  V  &  Stereo  at  lowest 
•rices  ANYWHERf'  Outside  ontenna  mstallo 
•on  a  speoolty  Moss  Tech  lie  981 
Old  foshioned  service  at  on  honest  price! 

f  ree  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tol.  523-2187 


Plumbing 

Cheating 


Robert 
D  argon 

825-7600 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  desisns  &  etchinss 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 
265-2289 

eveninss 


(r 


ELECTROLYSIS 

PERMANENT  HAIR 
REMOVAL 
appointments 
Mon. -Sat. ,  Days  &  Eves 
'  734-5777 

Linda  Diane  Jefferson 

1 20  Sutherland  Rd.  -3 
Brookl  i  ne,  Mass.  02 1 46 

v  — ft 


Dignity/Boston 

The  Friends  of  Dignity  Invite  You 
To  Join  Them  For 

1982 

Dignity/Boston 
Benefit  Cruise 

A  Three-Hour  Excursion  Around 
Boston  Harbor,  Featuring: 

□  Complimentary  Snacks 

□  Full-Service  Cash  Bar 

□  Music 

□  Moonlight  (we  hope!) 

Friday  Evening,  August  20th 

Aboard  the: 

MAT  Abigail  Adam* 

Boston  Harbor  Cruises 
One  Long  Wart.  Boston 
(opposite  AQUARIUM  "T"  station) 

Sailing  Time:  9:00  p.m. 

Tickets: 

$10.00  per  person  in  advance 
$11.00  per  person  at  dockside 

More  Information: 

Call  Dignity  (536-6518),  evenings. 

Harbor  Cruise... 


CONCORD  SQUARE 
CONDOMINIMUMS 

Construction  is  nearing  completion  on 
Boston’s  newest  and  most  elegant  one  and 
two  bedroom  condominium  homes. 
Located  at  27-31  (Concord  Square,  in 
Boston’s  South  End. 

Features  include: 

-  Full  baths  with  marble  floors  and 
ceramic  tile  walls. 

-  Gourmet  kitchens  with  contempo¬ 
rary  cabinets,  frost  free  refrigerator, 
self  cleaning  oven,  microwave  oven, 
porcelain  enamel  sink  with  disposal, 
dishwasher  and  trash  compactor. 

-  Marble  fireplaces. 

-  Hardwood  floors  in  living/dining 
areas:  wall  to  wall  crpet  in  bedrooms. 

-  Individual  outdoor  space  -  deck, 
balcony  or  patio  for  each  unit. 

-  And  much  more. 

From  now  until  October  1st,  these 
condominium  homes  are  being  offered  at 
guaranteed  pre-completion  savings. 

Call  527-6440  for  appointment  today,  or 
visit  us  at  29  Concord  Square: 

Monday— Friday;  7:30  AM  to  5:30  PM 
Saturday  and  Sunday;  12:00  to  5:00  PM 


(212)  729-3400 

Frank  C  David,  Inc. 
Funeral  Home 

Five  minutes  from  Manhattan 
Just  across  the  59th  St.  Bridge 
Convenient  to  all  subways/ Parking 

31st  St.  and  39th  Ave. 
Long  Island  City, 

NY  11101 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 

24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


A  BENEFIT  DANCE 

for  Gay  Community  News  (GCN)  and 

the  Central  American  Solidarity  Association  (CASA) 

Live  Music  by  SHAKRA 

Saturday,  August  28,  1982  9  PM  -  I  AM 

First  Church  In  Cambridge,  Congregational 

1 1  Garden  Street.  Cambridge 

Tickets:  S3  -  5  sliding  scale  (near  Harvard  Square,  across  from  Cambridge  Common) 
Free  childcare  available  with  advance  reservadoncall  426-4469  before  August  26 


BACK  TO  SCHOOL 

BRAND  NAME  SAVINGS 


I 


Heavyweight  Navy 
Denim  Jeans 

5  pocket  western  style  100%  cotton 
navy  denim.  Straight  leg.  Sizes  28-38. 

N  * 

Lee* 

Denim  or  nnqQ 

Corduroy  Jackets  '  ly** 


Flannel- lined  for  fall  wear  in  shades  of  beige,  khaki, 
green. 


Save  *10 


FAMOUS  BRAND 


Chino,  Corduroy  or  AOO 
Flannel  Slacks  $10" 

Sensational  buy!  In  fall  colors.  Sizes  28-38.  if  perfect  *28 


$1 


igfcrJD' 


MALE 


100%  Cotton 
Rugby  Shirts 

Long  sleeve  heavyweight  in  latest  fashion  stripes 
or  solids.  Assorted  colors.  S,  M,  L,  XL. 

VERY  FAMOUS  MAKER 
Orion  Crew  Socks 

Assorted  colors. 

SALE  STARTS 
WEDNESDAY 

Charles  River  Plaza:  Store  hours 
9:30  -  6  Mon.  thru  Sat. 

395  Washington  St.:  Mon.  & 
Thurs.  9:30  -  8:30,  Tues.,  Wed.. 
Fri.,  Sat.  9:30  -  6 


$1499 


Save  >11 


ir 

»i« 


Pasolini:  Prodigious,  Yet  Problematic 


Pasolini:  A  Biography 

by  Enzo  Siciliano 

translated  by  John  Shepley 

Random  House 

New  York,  1982 

433  pp-,  illustrated,  $20.00- 

Poems 

by  Pier  Paolo  Pasolini 

selected  and  translated  by  Norman  MacAfee, 

with  Luciano  Martinengo 

Random  House 

New  York,  1982 

231  pp.,  $10.30 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

The  publication  of  this  long  awaited  “definitive” 
biography  of  Pier  Paolo  Pasolini  will  be,  for  many 
—  and  especially  gay  —  readers  a  grave  dis¬ 
appointment.  Known  primarily  as  a  filmmaker  in  this 
country  (although  he  was  also  a  novelist,  social  critic, 
political  theorist,  poet,  and  journalist)  Pasolini  made 
equal  news  with  public  scandals  concerning  his 
unabashed  homosexuality  and  the  erotic  manifestation 
of  this  sexuality  in  many  of  his  films.  In  November  of 
1975  he  made  his  last  major  headlines  when  he  was 
brutally  murdered  —  most  probably  as  part  of  a  right 
wing  conspiracy  —  in  a  deserted  field  outside  of  Rome. 

First,  the  really  bad  news  about  the  book.  In  a  time 
when  there  has  been  some  progress  in  the  detailing  of 
people’s  sexual  lives,  Siciliano  has  produced  a  deeply 
reactionary  book.  Unable  to  avoid  Pasolini’s  homo¬ 
sexuality  completely,  he  continuously  denigrates  and 
misrepresents  it.  “Unhappiness  in  love  seems  to  be  the 
inevitable  pattern  of  homosexual  relationships”  seems 
to  be  his  major  thought  on  the  matter.  Throughout  the 
book  he  is  constantly  making  moral,  psychological,  and 
social  judgments;  “compulsive  nightly  ‘cruising’  “lust 
for  anonymous  sex” ;  “clinically  .  .  .  one  can  speak  of  an 
arrest  of  the  libido  at  the  adolescent  phase”;  “his  victim 
theme  was  nourished  by  a  neurotic  core.”  Apparently 
unaware,  or  unaffected,  by  any  new  thinking  in 
psychology  or  sexology  Siciliano  is  stuck  repeating  the 
most  cliched  1950  s thinking  about  homosexuality. 

This  creates  something  of  a  problem  because 
Siciliano  and  Pasolini  were  very  good  friends  —  and  this 
is  supposed  to  be  a  positive,  complimentary  biography 
—  so  the  general  tone  and  portrait  becomes  one  of  the 
classic  “tortured  artist.”  This  genre  works  well  with 
someone  like  Tchaikovsky  (who  seemingly  did  live  a 
closeted,  conflicted  existence)  but  is  ill-suited  to 
someone  who  proclaimed  and  celebrated  his  sexuality. 

Pasolini  was  a  brilliant,  prodigious,  and  eclectic  artist 
and  in  many  ways  his  career  paralleled  the  rise  of  post¬ 
war  Italian  culture.  And  in  many  ways  Siciliano,  a  high 
ranking  Italian  intellectual,  tries  to  tell  the  story  of  that 
culture  through  his  biography.  There  is  a  reclaiming  of 


Italian  culture,  the  endless  factionalism  of  political 
parties,  the  waning  influence  of  the  Catholic  church, 
and  the  emergence  of  Italian  cinema  as  a  vital  part  of 
the  film  world.  The  problem  with  the  book  is  that  while 
Siciliano  has  a  firm  grasp  on  the  Italian  cultural  scene 

—  and  as  he  piles  minute  detail  upon  detail  one  begins 
to  feel  strangled  by  so  firm  a  grasp  —  he  seems  to  lose 
sight  of  Pasolini’s  unique  place  in  that  culture:  a 
uniqueness  that  lies  more  in  the  ways  he  departed  from 
rather  than  adhered  to  the  socio-political-literary  main¬ 
stream. 

Pasolini  was  a  man  of  varied  interests  and  skills.  He 
was  an  exacting  linguist  who  did  important  work  in 
both  country  and  urban  Italian  dialects.  His  novels  were 
both  popular  and  critical  successes.  He  spent  a  great 
deal  of  time  attempting  to  fuse  “art”  and  “politics” 
without  compromising  either.  While  Siciliano  covers 
some  of  these  topics  in  depth,  he  is  quite  cursory,  and 
not  very  insightful,  about  Pasolini’s  film  career.  Not 
only  could  a  case  be  made  that  it  was  through  his  films 
that  Pasolini  reached  his  largest  audience  —  something , 
as  a  popularizer  of  art  and  ideas,  he  would  never  scoff 
at—  but  it  was  through  his  films  that  he  found  his  most 
vital  and  profound  means  of  expression.  In  1966 
Pasolini  extolled  the  cinema  —  over  literature  —  as 
“language  written  from  reality.”  Pasolini  approached 
the  cinema  with  the  same  verve  and  attention  he  had 
given  to  his  writing.  He  scripted,  directed,  wrote 
theoretical  analysis  and  attempted  to  create  a  cinema 
that  reflected  a  personal  vision. 

I  suspect  that  Pasolini’s  film  output  affords  a  closer 
look  and  insight  to  the  artist  than  his  written  word  and 
this  is  precisely  why  Siciliano  is  hesitant  to  come  to 
terms  with  it.  For  the  most  part  Siciliano  has  written  a 
cultural/  literary  memoir.  He  does  cover  the  basic  facts 
of  the  artist’s  life,  with  special  focus  on  the  intellectual, 
but  there  is  very  little  emotional  content.  At  times  he 
will  quote  a  poem  to  explicate  action  but  generally 
Pasolini  is  bereft  of  a  truly  personal  existence.  The  basic 
problem  here  is  that  there  is  no  connection  being  made 
between  the  man’s  life  and  his  work.  While  “life  and 
works”  biographies  can  be  overdrawn  into  fraudulent 
psycho-babble  analysis,  the  total  avoidance  of 
examination  leaves  us  with  nothing.  Siciliano  is  quite 
explicit  in  his  approach  to  his  subject:  “Intellectual 
work  is  first  of  all  a  ‘trade’  whose  ethical  value  resides  in 
the  arduous  and  difficult  fidelity  to  oneself.  This  is 
Pasolini’s  true  commitment,  his  “morality.”  It  is  no 
wonder  —  Siciliano  considers  film  to  be  something  less 
than  “intellectual”  so  he  gives  it  short  shrift. 

While  his  earlier  films  —  Accatone,  Mamma  Rosa  — 
explored  the  subproletariat  world  that  so  fascinated  him 

—  a  fascination  that  was  visceral,  not  intellectual  — 
"later  films  became  more  concerned  with  the  celebration 
of  the  body  and  the  erotic.  Beginning  with  Teorema 
and  through  the  trilogy  of  life  —  The  Decameron,  The 
Canterbury  Tales,  The  Arabian  Nights  —  it  is  clear  that 
Pasolini  has  discovered  a  new  dimension,  under¬ 
standing  of  his  role  as  an  artist.  Here  was  a  way  to 
express  his  political  and  artistic  views  as  a  whole. 


Siciliano  begrudgingly  recognizes  this  and  speaks  of 
“freedom  of  the  body,  the  body  as  language  .  .  .  the 
total  visualization  of  eros  and  its  most  secret  symbols 
appeared  in  these  films.  .  .”  but  it  is  clear  that  he 
would  rather  discuss  Pasolini’s  minor  disputes  within 
the  Italian  Communist  Party  than  delve  into  the 
relationship  between  the  artist,  his  sexuality,  and  his 
work. 

Pasolini  was  never  stationary  throughout  his  career; 
never  satisfied  with  his  work,  his  thoughts,  his  con¬ 
clusions,  he  would  invariably  move  on  to  something 
new.  He  found  that  journalism  gave  him  the  perfect 
forum  for  expressing  and  changing  opinion.  Towards 
the  end  of  his  life  he  was  coming  upon  new  aspects  of 
himself  and  his  art  that  he  had  not  approached  before. 
In  many  ways  it  prefigure  the  current  discussions  of 
eroticism  and  sexuality  that  are  taking  place  in  the  gay 
and  women’s  movement  today.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  working  on  a  long  prose  piece  —  Vas  —  that  was 
to  be  the  most  personal,  and  sexual,  work  he  had  ever 
attempted.  It  was  to  be  illustrated  with  nude  pictures  of 
himself,  and  would  have  conceivably  been  a  cul¬ 
mination  of  his  thinking  about  sex,  art,  and  politics.  It 
was  never  completed. 

It  is  truly  unfortunate  that  Pasolini  is  not  a  much 
better  book.  The  book  does  give  some  information  that 
has  not  been  available  before  but  lends  little  to  our 
understanding  of  the  man  Pasolini,  as  person,  artist,  or 
homosexual . 

Random  House  has  also  issued  a  selected  Poems  of 
Pasolini.  The  book  contains  about  one  sixth  of  his 
published  poetic  works  and  while  it  is  a  first  for  English 
readers  the  book  does  not  contain  a  great  deal  of 
interesting  material.  Although  Pasolini  is  considered 
one  of  the  best  Italian  poets  of  the  century,  the 
translations  are  curiously  dry,  perhaps  disinterested.  I 
suspect  much  is  lost  here  because  a  great  deal  of  the 
poetry  was  written  in  urban  dialects  and  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  carry  that  style  to  another  language. 
(All  the  early  poems  written  in  the  country  dialect  are 
not  dealt  with  at  all.)  In  some  ways  the  Poems  and  the 
biography  complement  one  another.  They  show  us  one 
aspect  of  the  artist,  reveal  some  personal  feelings,  but 
leave  us  dissatisfied,  knowing  that  there  must  be  more 
there,  but  unwilling,  or  unable,  to  share  it  with  us. 
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Gaps  in  the  Glass 


Flaws  in  the  Glass:  A  Self  Portrait 

by  Patrick  White 
Viking  Press 
New' York,  1982 
260  pp.,  $14.95 

Reviewed  by  Rob  Kaplan 

The  biography  is  an  enormously  powerful  reflector 
of  mainstream  values:  it  is  a  statement  that  this 
person  is  someone,  or  did  something,  worth  writ¬ 
ing  about.  Similarly,  because  the  biographer  has  access 
to  myriads  of  details  about  her  or  his  subject,  what  gets 
full  exposure  and  what  gets  swept  under  the  carpet  can 
be  more  indicative  of  the  biographer’s  values  (and  the 
society  that  instilled  them)  than  of  the  actual  subject’s 
life. 

This  is  important  to  all  minorities,  but  it  is  particu¬ 
larly  important  to  lesbians  and  gay  men.  How  many  of 
us,  growing  up,  felt  that  we  were  the  only  one?  How 
much  of  a  difference  would  it  have  made  to  know  at  age 
12,  say,  that  Walt  Whitman  was  gay  or  that  Emily 
Dickinson  was  a  lesbian:  that  other  homosexuals  did 
and  do  exist?  Obviously,  our  homophobic  society  has 
been  trying  to  deny  this  fact,  and  so  we  were  left  to  read 
about  men  or  women  who  never  married  but  who  only 
lived  with  their  companion  or  friend,  to  feel  sorry  for 
the  spinster  aunt  or  uncle  (who  might  not  even  be  gay 
but  who  was  still  an  outcast  by  never  marrying),  and  to 
feel  totally  isolated  from  the  world  around  us:  no  one 
else  is  this  way;  no  one  else  has  ever  been  this  way;  no 
one  else  will  ever  be  this  way. 

Thus,  it  is  no  accident  that  with  the  growth  of  lesbian 
and  gay  liberation,  there  has  been  an  increasing 
number  of  biographies,  usually  written  by  lesbians  or 
gay  men,  that  do  discuss  their  subjects’  homosexuality. 
Our  coming  out  has  enabled  us  to  begin  to  reclaim  our 
history  — to  unrewrite  our  history  so  that  those  before  us 
can  come  out  too  — and  to  give  us  ail  a  sense  of  identity. 

In  this  same  fashion,  the  autobiography  can  be  the 
ultimate  weapon  of  self-  or  group-declaration,  for  it 
enables  us  to  tell  our  stories  as  we  want  them  told,  not 
as  someone  else  wants  them  told.  Here,  too,  of  course, 
there  can  be  an  element  of  lying  involved  — we  all  have 
skeletons  that  we’d  just  as  soon  keep  in  the  closet  — but 
the  fact  remains  that  the  more  control  we  have  over  our 
own  stories,  the  more  political  our  stories  can  become. 

However,  as  we  well  know,  not  all  lesbians  and  gay 
men  feel  that  their  homosexuality  is  a  major  political 
issue;  similarly,  not  all  lesbian  and  gay  writers  place  the 
same  emphasis  on  their  homosexuality.  While  it  is 
tempting  to  rant  and  rave,  it  is  important  to  remember 
that  in  an  autobiography,  it  is  the  writer  talking  about 
her  or  his  own  life:  where  do  you  draw  the  line  between 
respecting  their  choice  to  say  what  they  want  about  them¬ 
selves  and  wishing  they  hadn’t  said  what  they  did  or  did 
say  what  they  hadn’t?  Indeed,  the  whole  question  of 
homosexual  autobiography  can  be  rather  tricky,  for  we 
not  only  get  into  motive  —  who  is  this  person  and  why  did 
they  write  this  book  — but  also  presentation  — why  are 
they  saying  certain  things  about  themselves  and  not 
saying  others?  It  is  true  that  an  autobiography  that  is 
exclusively  devoted  to  that  person’s  homosexuality  would 
be  rather  one-dimensional:  sexuality  is  important,  but  it 
is  only  one  aspect  of  our  personalities.  However,  it  is 
equally  possible  to  swing  too  far  the  other  way  and  play 
down  one’s  homosexual  self.  Am  I  gay  when  I  make 
myself  a  cup  of  coffee?  In  one  sense,  of  course,  but 
generally  speaking,  no.  Am  I  gay,  though,  when  I  get 
dressed  and  go  out?  Most  definitely  yes. 

Thus,  in  reviewing  Flaws  in  the  Glass,  Patrick  White’s 
autobiography,  the  question  becomes  not  only  who  is 
Patrick  White  and  why  is  he  writing  about  himself,  but 
also  how  does  he  deal  with  his  homosexuality  and  present 
it  to  his  readers?  Does  he  or  does  he  not  see  it  as  some¬ 
thing  that  plays  a  major  role  in  his  life?  What  are  the 
political  values  of  this  book?  And  how  do  we,  having 
made  our  choices  for  ourselves,  react  to  the  ones  that  he 
has  made  for  himself? 

First,  however,  some'  facts:  Patrick  White  is  an 
Australian  writer,  born  May  28,  1912,  who  won  the 
Nobel  Prize  for  Literature  in  1973.  He  was  born  toupper- 
middle-class  parents  who  lived  in  a  world  of  their  own 
while  he  and  his  sister  Sue  were  raised  by  “Nursie”  in  the 
apartment  next  door.  He  never  had  a  good  relationship 
with  his  family:  He  learned  to  admire  his  mother  rather 
than  to  love  her;  his  father  was  always  well-meaning  but 
distant;  and  he  and  Sue  only  learned  to  communicate 
with  each  other  in  middle  age.  He  was  a  sickly  child,  suf¬ 
fering  from  asthma  and  bronchitis,  never  fitting  in  with 
the  conventions  of  the  day,  often  escaping  into  a  world  of 
his  own  imagination.  He  was  shipped  off  to  an  English 
boarding  school  for  four  terrible  adolescent  years  (where 
he  was  an  outcast  for  being  Australian)  and  then  went 
back  to  Australia  (where  he  was  an  outcast  for  having 
acquired  an  English  accent  and  mannerisms).  After  a 
couple  of  years,  he  went  back  to  England  to  go  to 
Cambridge,  and  then  settled  in  London  to  beawriter.  He 
joined  the  RAF  Intelligence  during  World  War  II,  and 
while  on  leave  in  Alexandria,  Egypt,  met  Manoly 
Lascaris,  a  Greek  man  with  whom  he  has  been  lovers  ever 
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since  and  currently  lives  with  in  Sydney,  Australia. 

It  is  not  the  physical  details  of  his  life  that  White 
stresses  so  much  as  the  psychological  ones.  The  book  itself 
is  written  as  a  semi-nonchronological  sequence  of 
vignettes  that  describe  either  specific  incidents, 
particular  emotional  auras  of  the  time,  or  certain  beliefs 
that  White  has  about  ail,  religion,  Australia,  social 
conventions  and  sexuality.  Indeeu,  he  book  is  called  a 
self-portrait,  not  an  autobiography,  as  if  White  is 
attempting  to  draw  a  picture  of  himself  for  the  reader  and 
let  her  or  him  come  to  her  or  his  own  conclusions.  This  is  a 
book  not  so  much  of  recounting  as  of  statement  and 
suggestion. 

What,  then,  does  White  have  to  say  about  himself?  In 
certain  respects,  not  very  much.  The  book,  for  all  its  sup¬ 
posed  insights  and  revelations,  is  a  masterful  display  of 
privacy.  White  himself  acknowledges  this  situation  by 
stating ,  “What  to  tell  and  what  to  leave  out  while  convey¬ 
ing  the  truth  remains  the  great  question”  (p.  134);  he 
then  goes  on  to  exercise  full  license.  For  example,  he  tells 
us  nothing  about  his  years  spent  in  Cambridge;  we  only 
learn  that  he  went  there  as  a  subordinate  clause  to  the 
introduction  of  his  attempt  to  be  a-  writer  in  London: 
“After  coming  down  from  Cambridge  I  took  a  bedsitter 
in  a  lodging  house  in  Ebury  Street .  .  ,”(p.  52).  Does  this 
mean  that  nothing  of  significance  happened  to  him  in 
Cambridge?  That  he  doesn’t  want  us  to  know  what 
occurred  there?  Something  else  altogether?  What  gets 
left  out  could  be  more  important  (and  certainly  becomes 
more  intriguing)  than  what  is  put  in. 

More  crucially,  White  often  neglects  to  say  how  he 
deals  with  the  world  as  a  gay  man.  For  example,  after 
World  War  II,  he  spent  a  year  living  with  Manoly  and  his 
family  in  Greece  before  returning  to  England  to  be 
released  from  the  Air  Force.  However,  he  does  not  men¬ 
tion  what,  if  anything,  he  and  Manoly  told  his  family 
about  their  relationship,  even  though  they  all  go  on  trips 
together,  go  to  parties  together,  live  together,  etc.: 

Without  having  been  there,  Manoly  wanted  Australia.  I  interpret¬ 
ed  this  at  first  as  a  desire  to  spare  his  family  the  incongruous 
situation  of  our  setting  up  house  together  and  having  to  explain  it 
away.  There  was  something  of  that.  (p.  123) 

What  does  this  mean?  Does  or  doesn’t  Manoly’s  family 
know?  If  they  do,  how  did  they  deal  with  it,  and  how  did 


the  two  men  deal  with  their  reactions?  If  they  don’t,  how 
did  the  two  men  deal  with  having  a  closeted  relationship? 
Certainly,  this  is  1945-46  and  in  a  different  culture,  but 
that  doesn’t  make  the  questions  any  less  relevant  or  the 
omissions  any  less  glaring. 

White  also  never  says  how  he  deals  with  his  own  family 
in  terms  of  the  relationship.  He  does  say  that  when  he 
returned  to  Australia  before  Manoly  joined  him,  his 
mother  felt".  .  .  the  invisible  presence  of  Manoly,  whom 
she  disliked  without  having  met.  She  blamed  him  for  all 
that  was  happening  to  her.  Yet  when  faced  with  him 
fifteen  years  later  in  London,  she  doted  on  him  .  .  .” 
(p.  131).  One  can  assume  by  this  pasage  that  she  knew 
about  their  relationship.  Yet  nowhere  does  White  discuss 
his  coming  out  to  her;  nowhere  does  he  discuss  his 
coming  out  to  other  family  members  or  friends.  Should 
one  assume  that  they  already  knew?  If  so,  how  did  they 
react?  Is  this  book  White’s  coming  out  to  the  world  at 
large  (although  the  book  jacket  makes  no  reference  to  his 
homosexuality,  referring  to  Manoly  as  “.  .  .  the  partner 
who  becomes  ‘the  one  being  who  never  fails  me’ .  .  .”)  or 
has  he  already  achieved  some  sort  of  stasis?  He  never  says. 

Finally,  White  rarely  discusses  the  actual  relationship 
itself.  He  describes  how  they  met,  their  trips,  their  setting 
up  house  together,  their  growing  old  together,  Manoly’s 
central  focus  in  his  life.  Yet  this  is  all  surface.  There  is  no 
mention  of  the  actual  nuts  and  bolts  struggle  of  two  men 
to  love  each  other  in  a  world  that  actively  discriminates 
against  such  acts.  How  did  they  deal  with  intimacy, 
internalized  homophobia,  external  homophobia,  male 
conditioning,  who  made  the  bed?  White  has  chosen  not 
to  reveal  any  of  this. 

Questions  such  as  these  are  of  crucial  importance  to  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  readers.  While  bearing  in  mind  the  desire 
not  to  inflict  my  values  on  White’s  decisions  about  what 
to  say  about  his  life,  I,  for  one,  certainly  wish  that  he  had 
been  more  forthcoming.  It  is  not  simply  a  desire  to  peek 
into  someone  else’s  private  life.  It  is  that  the  universality 
of  being  lesbian  or  gay  in  a  primarily  straight,  homo- 
phobic  world  demands  that  we  all  make  certain  decisions 
and  deal  with  certain  pressures  again  and  again.  If  the 
personal  truly  is  political,  then  the  story  of  how  White 
reestablished  his  niche  in  his  native  Australia  with  his 
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Dennis  Cooper’s  new  book,  The  Tenderness  of  the 
Wolves ,  contains  work  which  is  more  tightly 
constructed  than  that  in  his  last  book,  Idols ,  but 
which  takes  fewer  risks.  Simutaneously  the  cartographer 
and  the  critic  of  emotional  distances  and  violence 
between  men.  Cooper  attempts  to  reveal  feelings  that 
lurk  behind  the  silences,  cliches,  and  blank  faces  of 
men  as  they  pursue  each  other  for  sex  and  love.  Cooper 
also  seems  to  intend  to  show  the  emotional  impoverish¬ 
ment  of  “the  blank  generation”  of  men  who  usually 
express  their  desires  and  self-worth  through  possession, 
objectification,  and  even  destruction  of  other  men. 
Cooper  endeavors  to  locate  where  and  how  we  fail  to 
acknowledge  these  feelings  to  ourselves  and  to  each 
other.  Paradoxically,  his  writing  is  increasingly 
controlled  to  an  even  pitch  which  is  sometimes  as  flat 
and  numb  as  the  men  he  describes.  Given  the  ex¬ 
tremely  limited  range  of  his  material  (young  hustlers 
and  high  school  students  and  the  coaches  and  older 
men  who  desire  them),  I  wonder  if  his  disinclination  to 
break  from  a  voice  which  blends  into  the  world  he 
attempts  to  portray  and  criticize  will  not  render 
impossible  the  purposes  he  seems  to  have  exclusively 
chosen.  How  effectively  can  emotionally  controlled 
poetry  lead  us  to  be  more  emotional  lovers  of  men? 

Significantly,  Cooper’s  new  book  contains  more  prose 
than  poetry,  and  many  of  the  poems  approach  the 
prosaic  stylistically.  He  seldom  seems  to  use  rhythm  to 
gain  an  effect;  when  he  does,  the  poem  is  strengthened. 
In  “Grip,"  a  section  of  the  title  poem,  the  brevity  of  the 
lines  and  the  echoes  of  the  somewhat  regular  rhythms 
add  to  the  dramatic  momentum: 

While  raping  a  boy 
slide  your  hands 
around  his  neck 
closing  your  grip 
until  he  is  dead. 

Here,  the  restrictiveness  of  the  short  lines  and  the 
thinness  of  the  poem  on  the  page  helps  put  the  reader 
into  the  urgent  grip  of  the  moment.  However,  in  most 
cases,  style  does  not  inform  or  expand  upon  sense  in 
Cooper’s  poetry  —  it  remains  uniformly  oblivious  to  it. 
In  Cooper’s  characteristically  longer  lines,  rhythm  is 
seldom  any  more  evident  than  in  everyday  prose. 

Sometimes,  Cooper  uses  a  second  poetic  technique 
with  a  flair:  line  breaks.  The  opening  lines  of  “For  My 
Birthday”  offer  abundant  examples: 

After  much  talk  and  laughter 
friends  are  buying  a  whore, 
one  I  couldn’t  worm  from 
the  bars  with  a  toothy  smile. 

They  will  have  shopped  the  foul 
alleys  of  Selma,  finding  red 
hair  and  eyes  with  dark  powers. 

On  the  night  of  my  birth  I’ll 
proceed  to  a  particular  motel. 

The  break  between  the  lines  “one  I  couldn’t  worm  from 
/  the  bars  with  a  toothy  smile”  suggests  (in  addition  to 
the  literal  sense  that  the  speaker  couldn’t  get  this  man 
to  come  home  with  him  if  he  tried)  that  the  speaker  also 
would  be  unable  to  “worm”  himself  from  his  attraction 
to  this  “whore,”  and  that  the  speaker  may  have  felt  like 
a  worm  before  him .  A  second  line  break  creates  another 


line  which  is  suggestive  as  a  unit  unto  itself:  “They  will 
have  shopped  the  foul/”.  This  break  forces  the  reader  to 
consider  “foul”  as  a  noun,  and  therefore  consider  these 
alleys  as  essentially  rather  than  accidentally  foul. 
Finally,  the  line  “on  the  night  of  my  birth  I'll/"  delights 
me  because  of  the  absolute  futurity  suggested  by  the 
open-ended  “I’ll.”  What  else  lies  before  one  on  the 
night  of  one’s  birth  except  an  empty  blank  introduced 
only  by  “I’ll”  —  a  blank  one  will  fill  in  by  living? 

Through  line  breaks,  therefore,  Cooper  sometimes 
creates  a  second  level  of  suggestions  which  compliment 
rather  than  detract  or  distract  from  the  linear 
progression  of  the  poem.  Yet  his  poetry  most  often  is 
wholly  comprised  of  this  literal,  linear  level ;because  he 
ignores  so  many  poetic  techniques  available  to  him,  his 
poetry  often  resembles  scissored  prose.  Such  a  lack  of 
technical  diversity  or  complexity  would  not  be  so  sig¬ 
nificant  to  me  if  Cooper  took  risks  in  terms  of  content; 
his  disinclination  demonstrates  the  interrelatedness  of 
style  and  content,  for  risks  in  one  often  lead  to  risks  in 
the  other.  Cooper’s  poems  are  written  in  strict  columns 
down  the  page.  Barely  an  uneven  line  pokes  out,  and  if 
one  did,  it  would  certainly  be  embarrassed  by  the 
amount  of  attention  it  would  receive  from  the  reader. 
This  visual  regularity  of  the  poems  symbolizes  and 
intensifies  what  I  experienced  as  a  cool  and  non- 
commital  control  on  the  part  of  the  writer,  seldom 
exposing  himself  to  unsettling  or  fresh  revelations, 
admissions,  or  ambiguities.  I  do  not  get  the  feeling  that 
Cooper  plunges  himself  into  his  work,  but  protects 
himself  through  it,  allowing  the  people  he  presents  to 
make  fools  of  themselves  but  seldom  allowing  himself 
to  be  purposely  or  purposefully  foolish  or  vulnerable. 

Alan  Williamson  remarked  in  the  March  1980  issue 
of  Poetry ,  “We  are  now  seeing  an  epidemic  of  poems 
whose  governing  principle  seems  to  be  the  visually  even 
column;  or  poems  broken  as  we  used  to  diagram 
sentences,  phrase  by  phrase;  or  poems  broken  always 
athwart  the  phrase,  when  suspense  is  required.” 
Williamson  attributes  this  trend  to  “the  slippery  or 
haphazard  degree  of  significance  attached  to  the  line.” 
Popular  or  not,  what  Williamson  coins  a  “middle  style” 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  mask  behind  which  Cooper  remains 
aloof.  Cooper  writes,  “only  art  can  remain  so  /  aloof  in 
its  make-up  that  I’ll  stare  endlessly  into  its  eyes”  (“My 
Past”).  If  the  mask  or  the  make-up  is  transparent,  and  if 
the  reader  finds  little  behind  it,  will  we  continue  to  be 
intrigued  by  it  any  more  than  we  believe  the  hustler 
Cooper  writes  of  who  tells  us  “I  say  more  than  I  pretend 
to”? 

More  and  more  often,  Cooper  chooses  forms  in  which 
someone  else  speaks  while  the  writer  remains  at  least 
ostensibly  inobtrusive:  dramatic  monologue,  third 
person  narratives  with  sparse  overt  commentary  by  the 
narrator,  first  person  narratives.  The  dominant  effect 
Cooper  produces  through  these  modes  is  irony. 
Sometimes,  unnerving  eloquence  and  insight  are 
ironically  displayed,  as  in  the  rough  utterances  of  a 
young  hustler  (who  says  more  than  he  realizes,  not 
more  than  he  pretends  to):  “I  can’t  speak  I’m  so  fucking 
stupid."  At  other  times,  a  character’s  inarticulate 
aimlessness  is  stretched  out  like  treadbare  fabric  for  our 
examination.  In  the  short  fictional  piece,  “Lunch,” 
Jack,  a  filmmaker,  gets  Xeeman,  an  admiring  New 
Wave  type,  to  talk  about  herself  for  a  few  minutes 
before  a  camera  for  a  movie  he’s  making.  Ironically,  she 
observes  during  her  nervous  monologue,  “Now  I 
inhale.  Now  I  exhale.  That’s  me  all  over."  Jack, 
shadowy  in  his  ironic  and  therefore  appealing  distance 
from  the  lunchtime  schoolyard  scene,  is  involved  in  the 
scene  to  the  extent  that  he  films  it  (regards  it  worthy  of 
artistic  investigation).  He  tells  Xeeman  that  the 


monologues  he  films  are  "all  interesting  and  revealing” 
(emphasis  mine).  Revealing,  perhaps.  But  Cooper 
resembles  Jack  in  his  involvement  in  the  blankness  and 
numbness  he  investigates  and  records.  Both  try  to 
expose  their  world  for  its  emptiness  while  finding  it 
fascinating.  So  fascinating  that  it  is  all  Cooper  writes 
about. 

There  are  moments  in  The  Tenderness  of  the  Wolves 
which  suggest  that  Cooper’s  greatest  success  may  come 
in  fiction,  where  he  is  able  to  give  us  emotion  com¬ 
pressed  into  dramatic  actions  accompanied  by  sparing 
but  skillful  narration.  One  beautiful  moment  occurs  at 
the  end  of  the  short  fiction  entitled  “Wednesday”  when 
an  intimate  instant  betrays  the  feelings  hidden  behind 
the  nonchalant  and  noncommital  sex  two  teenage  boys 
share: 

While  walking  back  to  the  mansion,  Kevin  looks  in 
Steve’s  eyes.  They’re  calm,  nothing  special.  Now  the 
house  is  in  sight  and  a  woman  leans  out  of  a  lower  right 
window,  watching  the  sunset.  “Staying  for  dinner?”  she 
calls  out  to  Steve.  Kevin  asks  him  more  gently.  "Okay,” 
Steve  whispers,  then  cups  his  mouth  with  his  hands. 
"Okay!” 

Although  the  two  boys  did  not  kiss  each  other,  and 
were  physically  separate  at  the  moment  of  orgasm 
which  has  just  preceded  this  passage  (“then  Steve  pulls 
away  and  they  shoot  their  white  loads  on  the  ground”), 
their  sexual  relation  has  made  this  Wednesday  special, 
both  to  Kevin,  who  now  searches  Steve’s  eyes  for 
emotional  information,  and  asks  him  to  stay  for  dinner 
gently;  and  to  Steve,  who  now  speaks  in  two  voices:  a 
low  whisper  for  his  friend,  and  a  bellow  with  the 
acceptable  amount  of  buddy-like  gusto  for  his  friend’s 
mother.  In  this  passage,  Cooper  achieves  a  great  deal 
through  dramatic  action  and  understated  details  —  to 
the  extent  that  an  ironically  nondescript  “okay”  takes 
on  much  more  significance.  This  is  how  Cooper  best 
reveals  the  tenderness  of  the  wolves,  the  significance 
behind  the  ordinary. 

The  final  and  longest  fictional  piece  of  the  book,  “A 
Herd,”  gives  further  evidence  that  fiction  may  be 
Cooper’s  most  promising  mode.  Emotional  numbness  is 
shown  to  be  a  haunting  presence  in  the  worlds  of 
members  of  the  “blank  generation”  and  of  their 
parents.  The  closest  we  come  to  an  avowal  of  love  in  this 
story  occurs  when  the  friend  of  Jay,  a  murdered  teen¬ 
ager,  admits  to  himself  what  he  felt,  not  forjay,  but  for 
his  body: 

Then  he  tried  to  remember  the  shape  of  Jay's  body,  in 
gym,  at  the  moment  his  hero  had  stood  between  grey 
shorts  and  jeans.  He  knew  what  he’d  felt  for  it.  Love, 
he’d  decided,  though  he  was  too  loaded  to  say  now  for 
sure. 

The  grotesque  shapes  that  repressed  and  misdirected 
emotion  take  on  in  this  story  create  a  compelling 
indictment  of  our  society’s  and  sex’s  emotional  im¬ 
poverishment. 

Unfortunately,  by  the  time  I  reached  “A  Herd,”  1 
had  seen  and  heard  these  characters  —  with  different 
names  but  not  even  different  faces  —  many  times 
earlier  in  this  book  and  in  Idols.  Cooper  writes  in  the 
title  poem  of  a  murderer  of  boys,  “His  /  viewpoint  so 
fierce  and  monochromatic.”  In  Idols ,  Cooper  included 
a  “page  from  a  p  no  novel  I  wrote  at  sixteen,”  in  which 
he  wrote,  "The  horror  of  killing  him  was  as  sexy  an  idea 
as  I  could  imagine.”  Cooper  still  seems  unable  to 
imagine  beyond  that  idea,  and  his  work,  no  matter  how 
carefully  crafted,  suffers  from  the  monochromatic 
tediousness  which  results. 

The  Tenderness  of  the  Wolves  is  unsatisfying  most 
fundamentally  because  of  the  writer’s  emotional 
restraint.  Edmund  White  calls  this  restraint 
“refinement”  in  his  introduction,  which  offers 
extremely  qualified  praise:  “this  is  a  world  governed  by 
style  alone  and  that  style’s  strongest  injunction  is:  Never 
say  or  do  anything  embarrassing.”  I  don’t  find  such  an 
aesthetic  engaging  or  one  which  is  best  able  to 
challenge  men  to  end  our  emotional  distances  between 
one  another.  Emotional  vulnerability  builds  bridges 
between  us;  we  need  poets  who  engage  in  such  con¬ 
struction.  If  this  refinement  is  the  voice  Cooper  is 
developing,  I  hope  it  is  not  set  in  stone. 
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No  More  "Nice  Girls” 


Nice  Jewish  Girls:  A  Lesbian  Anthology 

edited  by  Evelyn  Torton  Beck 
Persephone  Press 
Watertown,  MA,  1982 
286  pp.,  $8.95 

Reviewed  by  Martha  Cohen 


On  May  8,  1982,  Persephone  Press  held  a  reading 
to  announce  the  publication  of  Nice  Jewish 
Girls:  A  Lesbian  Anthology.  In  an  atmosphere 
that  was  safe,  warm  and  open  enough  to  speak  with 
anger  and  passion  and  to  listen  with  tears  and  laughter, 
the  reading  brought  together  Jewish  lesbians  (of  all 
degrees  of  identification)  with  Jewish  women  who  were 
not  lesbians  and  lesbians  who  were  not  Jewish.  (I 
consider  myself  to  be  partly  Jewish;  by  external 
definition,  I  would  not  be  a  Jew  in  Israel,  but  would 
have  been  a  Jew  in  Germany.) 

The  reading  amplified  my  feelings  about  the 
anthology.  The  pieces  I  had  read  on  my  own  were 
moving  and  powerful  when  read  aloud  by  their  authors. 
There  were  real  people  behind  the  words  —  Jewish 
lesbians  weren’t  just  talking  about  visibility,  they  were 
visible  —  proclaiming  their  presence  with  pride. 
Hearing  the  life  stories  and  histories,  between  familiar 
musical  passages  on  the  piano,  surrounded  by  the 
warmth  of  other  women ,  the  reading  had  the  feel  of  a 
ritual  of  affirmation. 

Nice  Jewish  Girls:  A  Lesbian  Anthology  is  a  unique 
and  beautiful  book.  It  is  a  mix  of  poetry,  stories, 
history,  analysis,  autobiography,  ritual  and  witness, 
woven  together  with  the  pride  and  anger  of  women 
recovering  their  identities  and  demanding  to  be 
recognized.  It  is  a  celebration  of  survival,  by  and  about 
Jewish  lesbians,  for  all  of  us  who  need  help  staying  alive 
in  a  hostile  world. 

To  a  Jewish  lesbian  friend  of  mine,  I  said  recently 
that  perhaps  this  book  would  have  the  most  impact  on 
non-Jewish  lesbians  or  on  women  who  have  grown  up 
denying  or  knowing  little  about  their  Jewish  heritage. 
My  friend  replied  no,  that  she  felt  this  was  her  book, 
finally  a  book  that  validated  her  life  right  now,  spoke  to 
her  as  a  Jewish  lesbian,  made  her  visible  and  proud! 

Part  of  this  growing  pride  and  willingness  to  speak 
out  comes  from  turning  stereotypes  of  Jewish  women 
around  and  into  positive  attributes.  This  type  of 
defiance,  Melanie  Kaye  points  out,  is  already  familiar  to 
us  as  lesbians: 

“As  women  and  as  lesbians,  we  have  learned  to  reclaim 
names  like:  dyke  .  .  .  bitch  .  .  .  manhater  .  .  .  cunt  .  .  . 
(even)  lesbian  .  .  .  even  woman  had  first  to  be  reclaimed 
from  a  place  of  squeamishness. 

As  Jewish  women  and  Jewish  lesbians,  we  need  to 
reclaim  words  like:  pushy  .  .  .  loud  .  .  .  politico  .  .  . 
dominating  .  .  .  emotional  .  .  .  difficult  style  .  .  .  (and, 
of  course)  Jewish  mother.  .  (p.  38) 

Melanie  Kaye’s  words  were  particularly  well-received  at 
the  reading;  her  good  strong  anger  brought  a  burst  of 
approval,  and  I  heard  one  woman  say,  ‘‘Wow,  that 
makes  me  think  about  things  differently,  like  being 
embarrassed  that  my  mother  always  wants  to  take  care 
of  me.” 

The  importance  of  becoming  visible  as  Jewish 
lesbians  in  both  Jewish  and  lesbian  communities  is 
clearly  and  eloquently  expressed  by  a  majority  of  the 
contributors  to  Nice  Jewish  Girls.  Evelyn  Torton  Beck, 
the  editor  of  this  anthology,  states: 
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“I  was  pained  but  not  surprised  to  feel  invisible  as  a 
lesbian  among  Jews.  1  was  terribly  disappointed  and 
confused  to  feel  invisible  as  a  Jew  among  lesbians.” 

(p.  xviii) 

These  sentiments  are  echoed  in  story  after  story, 
detailing  the  painful  processes  Jewish  lesbians  are  going 
through  to  bring  together  the  fragments  of  their 
identities,  shattered  by  the  impact  of  homophobia  and 
anti-semitism  (and,  in  many  cases,  racism  and  classism, 
as  well). 

Listening  to  ‘nice  Jewish  girls’  in  this  book  speak  of 
their  lives  brings  to  mindAudreLorde’s  defiant  plea  for 
the  necessity  of  building  coalitions  and  working 
together.  Not  just  as  a  good  political  strategy,  but  as  an 
essential  part  of  survival,  because,  as  Lorde  (a  black 
lesbian  feminist  mother)  stressed,  in  a  recent  talk  at 
Harvard,  we  ourselves  are  coalitions  and  need  affirma¬ 
tion  for  all  parts  of  ourselves. 

One  of  the  major  accomplishments  of  this  anthology 
has  been  to  make  connections  between  the  experiences 
of  being  Jewish  and  the  experiences  of  being  a  lesbian, 
in  order  to  promote  an  understanding  of  the  Jewish 
lesbian’s  “identity  of  coalition.”  An  essential  part  of  this 
understanding  involves  recognizing  both  the  strength 
Jewish  lesbians  draw  from  their  Jewishness  and  the  pain 
of  separation  caused  by  homophobia,  and  sexism, 
within  so  many  Jewish  communities.  A  poignant 
example  of  this  is  Harriet  Malinowitz’s  story  Coffee  and 
Cake ,  when  the  narrator  has  just  come  out  to  her 
brother,  Stephen: 

“I  have  been  told  my  turn  too  will  come.  My 
grandmother,  who  is  senile  and  often  doesn’t  remember 
who  I  am,  has  one  message  to  impart  when  she 
recognizes  me  at  her  nursing  home:  “Remember,  I  want 
to  dance  at  your  wedding.”  She  has  said  this  to  me  over 
and  over,  like  a  broken  record,  sometimes  a  dozen  times 
in  one  visit.  Ninety-one  years  old  and  in  a  wheelchair, 
but  if  I  marry  she  will  dance.  Sometimes  I  have  the 
impulse  to  gather  my  family  and  say:  “Today  I  am  a 
lesbian,”  and  see  who  starts  to  dance.  I  would  like  to  see 
someone  rent  a  catering  hall,  give  me  a  salad  bowl,  say 
“Mazel  tov,  mazel  tov,  health  and  happiness  always!” 
with  tears  of  joy  in  their  eyes.  .  .  . 

“Why  is  it  so  important  to  you  to  tell  the  world?”  had 
been  Stephen’s  question.  “What  do  you  get  from  it?” 
And  1  know  the  crazy  thing  I  hoped  to  get  from  telling 
him.  I  hoped  to  see  him  dance.”  (pp.  188-189) 

This  story  is  representative  of  the  “Family  Secrets” 
section  of  the  book,  which  celebrates  part  of  American 
Jewish  culture  through  the  richness  of  language, 
description,  characters  and  sense  of  humor,  while 
relating  events  that  are  all  too  familiar  to  us  as  lesbians 

—  coming  out  to  family  members,  feeling  alon" 
defensive  about  our  lives,  unappreciated  at  social/' reli¬ 
gious  gatherings,  and  having,  raising,  struggling  not  to 
lose  children. 

Another,  more  brutal  example  of  living  what  Elana 
Dykewomon  calls  “this  difference  within  a  difference” 

—  a  Jewish  lesbian  among  Jews  —  is  found  in  Dyke- 
womon’s  story  The  Fourth  Daughter's  Four  Hundred 
Questions'. 

“What  does  this  mean  to  you?  It  means .  .  .  you  would 
not  have  been  saved  in  Egypt  even  though  you  followed 
the  siddur  and  learned  the  songs.  On  the  other  hand, 
you  would  have  gone  to  the  camps,  no  matter  what  you 
said,  you  would  have  been  thrust  in  the  boxcars,  and  only 
later  did  you  learn  you  would  have  gone  first,  before  the 
jews,  wearing  a  pink  triangle  on  your  clothes,  while  your 
own  family  watched  you  go,  believing  they  would  not 
take  the  real  citizens,  the  working  men,  the  mothers  and 
fathers.”  (p.  152) 
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The  other  side  of  understanding  the  Jewish  lesbian’s 
“identity  of  coalition,”  involves  recognizing  the  pain  of 
separation  caused  by  anti-semitism,  and  racism,  within 
our  own  lesbian-feminist  communities.  As  many  of  the 
writers  in  Nice  Jewish  Girls  point  out,  this  means 
acknowledging  the  extent  to  which  anti-semitism  exists 
in  our  day-to-day  life,  and  acknowledging  our  respon¬ 
sibility  to  confront  it. 

Many  times  in  Nice  Jewish  Girls ,  the  bombings  of 
synagogues  in  France  and  Austria  in  recent  years  are 
cited  as  blatant  evidence  of  anti-semitism.  While 
writing  this  article,  I  came  across  examples  closer  to 
home.  In  the  past  month,  in  the  pages  of  the  Herald 
and  Globe ,  there  have  been  reports  of  vandalism  at 
temples  in  Milton  and  Winthrop,  and  the  formation  of 
an  anti-Jewish  club  in  the  sixth  grade  class  of  a  local 
elementary  school  (which  was  disbanded  quickly  when 
school  board  members  and  parents  were  alerted).  As 
Evelyn  Beck  says: 

“The  truth  is  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  identify 
oneself  as  a  Jew  outside  of  the  long  shadow  of  anti¬ 
semitism.  It  is  like  trying  to  imagine  what  it  would  feel 
like  to  be  a  lesbian  in  a  non- homophobic  world.” 

(p.  xxix) 

With  this  in  mind,  we  must  listen  closely  to  Jewish 
lesbian  women  like  Shelley  Horwitz  talk  about  the 
incredibly  debilitiating  effect  of  our  unrecognized  anti¬ 
semitism: 

“Later  in  life,  anti-semitic  confrontations  continued  on 
a  more  ‘sophisticated’  level  among  my  ‘politically- 
conscious  sisters’  within  the  women’s  movement.  While 
no  sister  asked  to  feel  my  horns,  some  called  me  kike. 
They  continued  to  inform  me  that  all  Jews  are  rich  and 
control  the  media,  that  we  are  pushy,  aggressive, 
clannish,  superior,  smarter  than,  too  intense,  talk  too 
fast,  and  Goddess-killers  (a  variation  on  the 
Christ- killer) .  Others  asked  me  what  difference  it  makes 
to  be  Jewish.  This  is  like  asking  what  difference  it  makes 
to  be  a  woman.  The  very  question  invalidated  my 
existence  and  experience.”  (p.  199) 

Acknowledging  and  confronting  anti-semitism,  for 
me,  means  destroying  a  false  hierarchy  of  oppressions 
where  anti-semitism  is  less  harmful  than  homophobia, 
and  homophobia,  in  turn,  is  less  urgent  a  problem  than 
racism.  (Everyone  tends  to  build  their  own  personal 
oppression  hierarchies.)  It  also  means  facing  the  facts 
that  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  is  not  only  still  around  but 
getting  stronger,  that  the  Klan’s  targets  are  Jews  and 
lesbians  and  gay  men  as  well  as  Blacks,  and  that  my 
uncle  changing  his  name  to  get  a  job  in  the  Midwest  in 
the  1940’s  is  not  ancient  history. 

Recognizing  and  challenging  anti-semitism  means 
not  feeling  embarrassed  when  a  friend  confronts  an 
anti-semitic  remark,  not  making  up  excuses  to  miss  a 
Jewish  lesbian  event  (like  it  costs  too  much,  it’s  too  far 
away,  etc.),  and  not  saying  “yes,  anti-semitism  exists, 
BUT.  .  It  means  seeing  that  anti-semitism  is  too 
often  an  act  of  omission  or  silence. 

One  of  the  most  useful  parts  of  Nice  Jewish  Girls  is 
Irena  Klepfisz’  checklist  for  recognizing  anti-semitic 
behavior.  For  instance: 

“Do  I  have  to  check  with  other  Jewish  women  in  order 
to  verify  whether  something  is  anti-Semitic?  Do  I  distrust 
my  own  judgment  on  this  issue? 

Do  I  feel  that  by  asking  other  women  to  deal  with  anti- 
Semitism  I  am  draining  the  movement  of  precious  energy 
that  would  be  better  used  elsewhere? 

Do  I  feel  that  Jews  have  done  well  in  this  country  and, 
therefore,  should  not  complain?”  (p.50) 

The  checklist  is  helpful  to  Jewish  as  well  as  non-Jewish 
women,  for  it  helps  identify  the  internalized  self-hate 
that  comes  with  any  oppression.  For  instance: 

“Do  I  belive  that  by  focusing  on  the  problem  of  anti- 
Semitism  I  will  make  it  worse?  Why? 

Do  I  feel  that  Jews  draw  too  much  attention  to 
themselves?  How? 

What  Jewish  stereotypes  am  I  afraid  of  being 
identified  with?  What  do  I  repress  in  myself  in  order  to 
prevent  such  identification?"  (p.  51) 

Good  questions. 

A  major  part  of  understanding  each  other  is  learning 
from  each  other,  and  Nice  Jewish  Girls  contains  a 
wealth  of  enriching  information  about  the  Jewish 
tradition.  From  Gloria  Greenfield,  I  learned  of  the 
Belgian  support  of  the  Jews  during  WWII  and  from 
Melanie  Kaye,  I  learned  of  the  resistance  of  Jewish 
women  throughout  history  —  the  bravery  /courage  of 
resistance  is  important  to  lesbians  whether  we  are  Jewish 
or  not.  I  also  learned  the  extensive  history  of  Jewish 
persecution  —  the  existence  of  this  persecution  saddens 
and  threatens  our  lives  as  gay  people,  whether  we  are 
Jewish  or  not. 

Resistance  and  activism  in  progressive  politics  arc  two 
of  the  most  positive  parts  of  the  Jewish  tradition  for 
many  writers  in  Nice  Jewish  Girls.  This  is  indeed  a 
necessary  and  inspiring  heritage  to  reclaim  and  deal 
with  today’s  world,  and  it  would  be  wise  for  the  lesbian- 
feminist  community  to  respect  the  insight  that  Jewish 
culture  and  tradition  can  bring.  As  Dovida  Ishatova 
states: 

“I  am  not  here  to  undermine  what  is  good  in  Judaism 
and  Jewish  culture.  I  come  to  shake  up  that  which  is  no 
longer  useful;  the  myths  about  women,  the  myths  about 


what  it  means  to  be  Jewish,  the  myths  about  what  we 
must  do  to  survive  as  a  people.  Tradition.  Yes,  1  agree 
that  it  is  important.  Tradition  carries  me  back  to  my 
ancestors  and  keeps  their  wisdom  and  struggles  alive  in 
me.  But,  please,  spare  me  that  oppressive  nonsense 
about  women  and  men.  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
heart  of  Jewish  tradition  —  compassion,  equality, 
freedom . 

And  Irena  KJepfisz  corroborates: 

“It  was  the  Jews  that  first  instilled  in  me  the  meaning 
of  what  oppression  and  its  consequences  are.  It  was  the 
Jews  who  first  taught  me  about  socialism,  classism, 
racism,  and  about  what  in  the  fifties  was  called 
‘injustice’.  It  is  from  the  Jews  that  I  adopted  ideals  that  I 
still  hold  and  principles  I  still  believe  are  true  and  must 
be  fought  for  and  put  into  practice.  It  was  from  the  Jews 
that  I  learned  about  the  necessity  for  resistance.  It  was 
from  the  Jews  that  I  also  learned  that  literature  was  not 
simply  fancy  words  or  clever  metaphor,  but  instead  it  was 
deeply,  intimately  connected  to  life,  to  a  life  that  I  was 
pan  of.  It  is  really  almost  impossible  to  compress  this 
inheritance  into  a  single  paragraph.  But  I  know  its  depth 
and  vitality  and  I  know  that  I  have  absorbed  it  thor¬ 
oughly  into  my  consciousness.”  (p.  107) 

Irena  Klepfisz’  words  and  ideas  were  among  the  most 
powerful  and  meaningful  in  the  anthology.  She  has 
constructed  an  insightful,  penetrating  analysis  of  class 
and  political-cultural  issues  within  the  Jewish  and 
lesbian-feminist  communities  in  this  country.  And  her 
scathing  comments  on  America’s  distortion  of  the 
meaning  of  the  Holocaust  ring  with  painful  truth. 
Another  major  strength  of  the  Nice  Jewish  Girls 
anthology  is  the  presentation  of  the  diversity  of  ethnic 
and  racial  backgrounds  of  Jewish  lesbians  living  in  this 
country  and  in  Israel.  It  made  me  aware  of  my 
ignorance  about  the  existence  ofjewish  women  of  color. 
I  was  amazed  and  touched  by  the  stories  of  growing  up, 
of  the  complexity  of  identity  in  the  lives  of  Arabic  Jews, 
of  Latin  American  Jews,  of  Sephardic  Jews,  of  their  hurt 
and  anger  at  people’s  assumptions  that  all  Jews  are 
Ashkenazi  (Eastern  European).  Reading  these  personal 
histories  expanded  my  uniform  idea  of  ‘Jewish  culture’ 
into  a  kaleidoscope  of  experiences  with  Jewishness  at 
the  center. 


“1  can  talk  food.  Ask  me  about  hominy  grits, 
knaidlach,  hamhocks,  greens,  kreplach.  latkes.  ribs, 
sweet  bread,  tzimmes,  matzo  brei  and  chitterling.  And 
I’ll  tell  you  I’m  both  hungry  and  a  vegetarian." 

— Josyln  Segal,  a  Jewish  woman  ot  color  (p.  58) 

“Many  years  ago,  I  ended  a  relationship  with  a  lover 
and  felt  alone.  It  was  Pesach,  and  1  travelled  six  thousand 
miles  to  spend  the  holy  day  of  liberation  with  my 
mother.  1  felt  an  overwhelming  need  for  the  familiar  — 
to  recognize  and  be  recognized.  1  wanted  to  hear  the  age- 
old  Sephardic  chants  at  Seder,  with  tonalities  and 
pronunciation  I  could  relate  to.  1  yearned  for  the  Syrian 
food,  stuffed  onions  or  vine-leaves;  haroset  made  with 
dates  not  apples.” 

—  Savina  Teubal,  an  Argentine-Arabic  Jew  (p.  87) 
Nice  Jewish  Girls  also  contains  a  sensitive,  though 
not  in-depth  enough  selection  of  pieces  about  Israel. 
The  pieces  —  letters,  diary  entries,  and  a  moving  essay 
on  homophobia  in  Israel  by  a  lesbian-feminist  activist 
and  former  Israeli  parliament  member  —  are  disturbing 
and  poignant.  They  are  disturbing  because  they  reveal 
the  patriarchal  and  racist  values  in  Israeli  society  under 
the  current  government,  and  poignant  because  of  the 
caring,  commitment  and  bond  that  the  writers  feel  for 
Israel,  while  acknowledging  the  country’s  hostile 
policies.  It  is  good  to  hear  of  feminist  and  lesbian- 
feminist  efforts  to  challenge  Israel's  mistakes  and 
change  social /political  values. 

Evelyn  Beck  admits  that  ”...  the  question  of  Israel  is 
the  most  complex  and  confusing  aspect  of  identifying  as 
a  Jew  today.  .  but  the  anthology’s  selections  on 
Israel  do  not  really  clarify  the  elements  of  that  com¬ 
plexity  and  confusion.  It  is  important  to  understand  the 
difference  between  support  for  the  state  of  Israel  and 
support  for  the  current  government  —  this,  the  selec¬ 
tions  make  quite  clear.  But  the  questions  of  how  Jews 
inside  and  outside  of  Israel  are  dealing  with  the 
country’s  growing  militaristic  and  imperialistic  stance, 
and  of  what  Zionism  really  means,  outside  of  knee-jerk 
patriotic  or  anti-semitic  reactions,  are  left  untouched. 

The  weakest  part  of  the  anthology  was  the  Appendix, 
entitled  “Cast  A  Critical  Eye,”  containing  articles  of 
interest  to  readers  but  not  written  from  an  explicitly 


Jewish  lesbian  viewpoint.  Rather  than  critical  pieces 
addressing  the  misogyny  of  Isaac  Singer  and  refuting 
anti-semitic  myths  about  the  birth  of  patriarchy  and  die 
death  of  the  Goddess,  I  would  like  to  have  read  more 
timely  political  and  economic  analyses  of  the  position  of 
Jews  in  this  country.  Articles  discussing  anti-semitism 
and  class  struggle  would  help  to  counter  the  pervasive 
spiral  of  stereotypes  (even  among  leftists)  which  mark 
all  Jews  as  rich,  therefore  having  power  and  running  the 
country. 

My  criticisms  of  Nice  Jewish  Girls  are  minor  ones; 
basically,  I  feel  that  the  publication  of  a  Jewish  lesbian 
anthology  is  a  milestone.  And  that  the  publication  of  a 
Jewish  lesbian  anthology  as  direct,  thoughtful  and 
passionate  as  this  one  is  a  particularly  courageous  and 
noteworthy  event. 

As  I  read  and  re-read  the  book,  why,  I  wonder,  did  I 
so  often  find  myself  in  tears?  I  am  not  Jewish  in 
upbringing  and  one  could  argue  strongly  that  I  am  not 
Jewish  by  birth.  I  have  been  considered  Jewish,  by  Jews 
and  non-Jews,  because  of  my  last  name  and  thought  to 
be  Irish  because  of  my  red  hair  (which,  ironically,  comes 
straight  from  the  Ukrainian  Jewish  side  of  my  family).  I 
know  little  about  Jewish  history,  but  I  am  deeply  aware 
that  my  life  and  survival  are  linked,  through  my  father, 
to  the  struggle  for  Jewish  survival  that  has  gone  on 
throughout  the  ages.  Maybe  the  tears  come  because,  as 
a  kid,  I  was  drawn  to  the  warmth,  the  hearty 
celebration,  the  laughing  and  story-telling  that  I 
glimpsed  at  family  gatherings  and  at  my  father’s  poker 
games,  and  I  never  realized  until  later  that  being  Jewish 
had  something  to  do  with  all  that. 

Then  again,  who  would  not  cry  at  the  pride,  the 
resistance  and  the  strength  of  the  words  these  women 
have  found,  in  the  face  of  danger,  in  the  midst  of 
struggle,  in  the  depths  of  fear  and  anger,  to  help  us  all 
understand.  Who  would  not  feel  moved  by  the  artic¬ 
ulate  and  powerful  voices  in  this  book,  who  speak  to  the 
part  of  all  of  us  that  rejoices  in  people  reclaiming  their 
heritage,  that  shouts  in  anger  at  injustice,  and  that  is 
struggling  to  free  ourselves  from  other  people’s  hatred. 


Becker  clothes  the  everyday  in  a  spare,  painterly  clarity 
of  perception.  Although  her  form  varies  and  includes 
both  a  tightly  controlled,  quite  rhythmical  free  verse 
and  a  kind  of  prose  poem  in  paragraphs;  her  voice  is 
consistently  just  a  little  sparse.  Language  is  pared  down. 
Each  word  is  exactly  enough  and  no  more.  Her  explora¬ 
tion  of  emotion,  too,  is  slightly  muted.  You  have  to 
stop  and  consult  yourself.  Pain  —  or  joy  or  passion  — 
creep  up  afterwards.  These  poems  never  hit  you  over 
the  head. 

Although  the  voice  here  is  both  distinct  and  consis¬ 
tent,  the  poems  vary  widely  in  tone  and  intensity  as  well 
as  in  theme.  Among  my  favorites  are  several  poems 
which  describe  the  poet’s  childhood.  In  “The  Conver¬ 
sion  of  the  Jews,’’  “A  Good  Education,’’  “Family 
Album,’’  and  “Hockey  Season,’’  we  meet  a  smart,  per¬ 
ceptive  Jewish  kid  who  attends  a  wealthy  (and  WASP) 
private  girls’  school  and  falls  in  love  with  the  older  girls 
on  the  hockey  team.  “It  wasn’t  fair,  who  got/  what  & 
why.  .  .  .”  the  poet  writes  in  “A  Good  Education’’  (p. 
13),  but  the  kid  works  hard  at  figuring  it  all  out  —  and 
at  trying  to  make  all  the  parts  fit.  “As  long  as  you 
knew /  the  multiplication  tables,  the  numbers/  came 
out  perfectly  divided/”  she  says  hopefully,  later  in  this 
poem,  but  word  problems  come  next,  and  order  is  once 
more  unattainable.  This  effort  at  understanding  a 
chaotic  world  —  at  making  it  all  fit  —  is  one  of  the 
more  predominant  themes  in  these  childhood  poems; 
they  provide  some  important  connections  to  the  adult 
persona  and  poet  who  also  searches,  usually  unsuccess¬ 
fully,  for  order. 

In  “A  Long  Distance,”  the  poet  speaks  to  her  lover 
over  a  long  distance,  overseas  phone  line.  ‘‘I  hear  my 
voice  clacking  over  the  lines,/  &  I  remember  the  globe 
that  was  a  pencil  sharpener.  /  I  remember  standing  in 
the  lunchroom/  &  trying  to  figure  out/  how  I  could  be 
standing  in  the  lunchroom/  and  standing  on  the  earth 
which  was  the  globe.”  (p.  12)  Here  the  past  is  part  of 
the  present,  just  as  the  child  who  tried  so  hard  to  figure 
it  all  out  is  present  in  the  adult  who,  through  images 
and  poetry,  tries  to  connect  the  parts. 

There  are  a  few  poems  here  in  which  an  experience  or 
a  moment  succeeds  in  transcending  the  recurrent  sense 
of  not  quite  fitting.  In  “Prairie,”  two  women,  “cloth¬ 
ed,  tense”  sit  kissing  in  a  field.  “She  pulls  me  down,” 
writes  the  poet.  “It’s  the  way  I  thought  it  would  be/ 
when  I  was  seventeen.”  (p.  49)  For  once  expectations 
are  rewarded,  promise  pays  off,  and  this  poem  is  as  sexy 
and  as  beautifiil  a  description  of  love  between  women 
as  any  I’ve  read. 

Another  intensely  lyrical  and  evocative  poem,  “Old 
Women  and  Hills,”  begins:  “The  road  to  Chimayo / 
winds/  up  the  mountain/  &  down/  to  the  fleshy  foot¬ 
hills./  They  open,  pink,  like  the  folds/  of  skin—/ 

continued  on  page  6 


Reviewed  by  Andrea  Loewenstein 


In  “Creative  Writing,”  one  of  the  poems  in  Robin 
Becker’s  new  book  Backtalk ,  the  poet  counsels  a  stu¬ 
dent:  “I  know  you  saw  what  you  saw/  But  your  job  is 
to  prove  it:  /  to  show  us  how  you  walked/  in  that  parti¬ 
cular  dirt  on  that  particular  day.  .  .  .”  (p.  47) 

Becker  could  be  describing  her  own  method  as  a 
poet.  She  writes  out  of  her  own  experience  in  terms  of 
both  theme  and  language.  She  always  shows  and  never 
tells.  For  some  poets,  such  a  concentration  on  the  con¬ 
crete  may  imply  a  loosening  of  language  and  of  percep¬ 
tion,  or  an  immersion  into  raw  emotion.  Instead, 


Backtalk 

by  Robin  Becker 
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A  Minor  Delight 


An  Asian  Minor:  The  True 
Story  of  Ganymede 

by  Felice  Picano 
Illustrated  by  David  Martin 
Sea  Horse  Press 
New  York,  1981 
126  pp.,  $6.93 

Reviewed  by  Mark  McHarry 


Imagine  the  reaction  if  the  homophobes  in  charge  at 
some  of  the  mainstream  book  review  sections  should 
read  Picano’s  captivating  novella:  “What’s  this? 
Ganymede  telling  us  he  wants  ‘to  give  the  current  crop 
of  good-looking  young  guys  hints  on  how  to  get  a  sugar 

daddy  who  really  counts’?  Quelle  horreur!  Quick, 
skewer  it  in  three  paragraphs  or  less.” 

But  for  those  who  have  ever  been  stirred  by  one  of 
the  ancient  depictions  of  the  boy  Ganymede  pursued 
by  Zeus,  Picano’s  account  is  an  affectionate  romp 
through  the  myth.  Told  in  the  tongue  of  a  20th  century 
streetwise  kid,  An  Asian  Minor  is  Ganymede’s  own 
version  of  “what  really  happened  four  thousand  years 
ago,”  and  comes  as  a  happy  antidote  to  “a  certain  group 
of  overconcerned  byusybodies  intent  on  making  me  a 
symbolic  victim  of  an  old  pervert’s  lust.”* 

From  the  12-year-old’s  fateful  encounter  with  a 
prophetess  in  Zeus’  temple  (“a  deaf  old  lady  who  sat 
around  a  fire  chewing  on  special  leaves  that  kept  her 
wrecked”)  to  his  trysts  with  tricky  Hermes,  tempestuous 
Ares,  trustworthy  Apollo  and  at  14,  with  Zeus  himself, 
Picano  entertains  with  a  buoyant  style  reminiscent  of 
Dukahz’  Asbestos  Diary  or  Pasolini’s  film  Arabian 
Nights. 

Like  a  Huck  Finn,  the  young  hero  isn’t  about  to  take 
any  shit  from  anyone  —  parents,  humans  or  gods. 
Wooed  by  three  deities  and  then  disowned  by  his  father 
for  not  accepting  one  as  a  lover  and  thus  bringing  good 
fortune  to  his  city,  Ganymede  has  plenty  of  erotic 
adventures  but  enough  faith  in  himself  to  hold  out  for 
the  right  guy. 

No  matter  how  jaded  he  becomes,  mistreated  as  he  is 
by  the  cowardly  father,  the  youth  can  describe  Zeus’ 
eyes  as  having  “lights  of  laughter  and  affection  which 
gave  me  such  comfort  that  I  hugged  him  even  closer,” 
or  his  voice  as  having  simply  “infinite  love.” 

The  only  place  Picano’s  narrative  does  not  hold  up  is 

Gaps 
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male  lover  must  be  told— just  as  the  story  of  how  we  all 
establish  ourselves  in  our  niches  (with  or  without  lovers) 
must  be  told— so  that  these  commonalities  emerge  both 
as  a  message  to  ourselves  and  to  the  world  at  large  that  we 
truly  are  here  to  stay.  In  choosing  to  keep  this  struggle 
under  wraps  and  instead  talk  about  milking  the  cows  and 
growing  vegetables,  White  ultimately  does  us  all  a 
disservice. 

It  is  not  that  White  says  nothing  about  his  homosex¬ 
uality.  He  says  that  he  was  aware  quite  young  that  he  was 
gay  and  was  never  particularly  troubled  by  it;  that  he  was 
subjectto".  .  .  the  scorn  of  other  boys,  not  for  my  sexual¬ 
ity,  which  they  accepted  and  in  some  cases  enjoyed,  but 
for  a  feminine  sensibility  which  they  despised  because 
they  mistrusted”  (p.  34).  He  acknowledges  gay 
oppression,  the  secretiveness  involved  (remember  this  is 
the  1930s,  '40s  and  ’50s),  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
ability  it  gives  us  to  stand  outside  society  and  make 
perceptions  and  criticisms  of  it  from  that  vantage  point. 
And  he  does  seem  to  be  struggling  with  the  question  of 
where  to  fit  his  homosexuality  into  the  rest  of  his  life  —  a 
question  of  definition  and  emphasis  that  certainly  is 
important.  Yet,  at  the  same  time,  White  leaves  the 
impression  that  rather  than  integrating  his 
homosexuality  into  his  life,  as  he  seems  to  feel  he  has 
done,  he  is  instead  a  victim  of  some  rather  old-fashioned 
ideas  about  homosexuality  and  life: 

Homosexual  society  as  such  has  never  had  much  appeal  for  me. 
Those  who  discuss  the  homosexual  condition  with  endless  hysterical 
delight  as  though  it  had  not  existed,  except  in  theory,  before  they 
discovered  their  own  have  always  struck  me  as  colossal  bores.  So  I 
avoid  them,  and  no  doubt  I  am  branded  a  closet  queen,  (p.  80) 

So  now  wc  know  that  he  stays  away  from  gay  politicos, 
although  I  suspect  he  has  stereotyped  gay  activists  as  one¬ 
dimensional  people  who  think  of,  and  define  themselves 
by,  their  homosexuality  and  nothing  else.  Certainly 
growing  up  in  Australia,  a  country  that  he  depicts  as 
having  a  severe  identity  crisis,  had  a  major  effect  on  him. 
Certainly  being  an  artist  has  had  an  effect  on  him.  Cer¬ 
tainly  he  attacks  many  social  conventions,  as  anyone  who 
has  read  any  of  his  books  can  testify.  And  certainly  I  can 
identify  with  his  struggle  to  define  himself  as  a  whole  per¬ 
son,  not  just  a  homosexual  person. 

Yet  again,  though,  White  has  left  large  gaps  in  his 
process,  presenting  only  a  glimpse  here,  a  glimpse  there, 
and  then  a  fait  accompli.  While  it  is  his  right  to  do  so, 
what  conclusion  are  we  to  draw  from  his  minimalist 
presentation  of  his  homosexuality  and  his  devoting  an 
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in  Ganymede’s  description  of  lovemaking  with  the 
noble  Apollo.  The  god  promises  the  youth  quite 
literally  the  sun,  the  moon  and  the  stars.  Ganymede, 
who  swoons  before  “the  absolute  fulfillment  of  every 
even  half-formulated  desire  I’d  entertained  of  an  ideal 
lover,”  readily  accepts,  but  his  relation  of  the  cosmic 
journey  is  pedestrian,  not  celestial: 

Novas  exploded.  Huge  gaseous  clouds  folded  and 
expanded.  Galaxies  fell  into  dancing  patterns.  I  lost  my 
sense  of  self,  my  sense  of  individuality,  altogether.  I  was 
but  a  tiny  mote  of  pure  diamond  in  the  midst  of  billions 
of  other  tiny  diamond  motes.  All  was  seen,  felt,  known 
to  me  in  that  moment. 

How  this  pales  when  placed  alongside  a  masterwork  like 
Dante’s  Divine  Comedy ,  with  its  awe- inspired  revela- 


entire  section  of  the  book  to  his  travels  through  the  Greek 
islands  with  Manoly  other  than  that  he  is,  on  some  level, 
devaluing  his  homosexuality,  something  that  he  says  was 
“chosen  [for  him]  as  it  were  .  .  (p.  35),  and  later  calls 

“ambivalence”  (p.  54),  as  if  he  is  a  passive  object  buffeted 
by  fate  and  his  entire  life  nothing  more  than  an  attempt 
to  find  shelter  from  the  storm  rather  than  a  struggle  to 
resist  the  forces  around  him. 

It  is  true  that  we  can’t  all  be  fighters.  It  is  also  true  that  a 
homosexual  relationship  that  has  lasted  almost  40  years  is 
in  and  of  itself  an  act  of  revolution.  Yet,  in  the  final 
analysis,  the  question  of  what  value  this  book  has  for  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  readers  must  be  answered,  and  in  this  case, 
must  be  answered  negatively.  As  a  chronicle  of  White’s 
psychological  development  in  certain  areas— primarily 
his  ability  to  come  out  of  his  cocoon  and  relate  to  people 

—  it  is  fairly  revealing .  As  a  chronicle  of  Patrick  White  as  a 
gay  man,  it  is  sadly  lacking. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  there  is  not  value  in  this  book.  It  is 
often  wonderfully  written  (although  White  has  a  tenden¬ 
cy  to  lapse  in  hyperbole  rather  than  fact).  There  is  much 
that  anyone  who  has  read  his  novels  (which  are  filled  with 
human  and  social  insight  and  which  I  highly  recom¬ 
mend)  will  find  revealing.  But  the  book  is  not  a  work  of 
daring ,  it  is  a  work  of  safety  and  caution — too  much  is  left 
out,  too  many  questions  are  raised  and  too  few  answered 

—  so  that,  ultimately,  it  collapses  within  the  confines  of 
its  own  severe  limits. 

Experience 
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clean,  loose,  soft — /  on  my  grandmother’s/  upper  arm 
and  belly./  Bubbie,  I  see  you /  everywhere  in  the  un¬ 
familiar/  landscape.”  (p.  41)  In  this  moment  and  this 
poem  everything  does  fit:  the  poet’s  immediate  visual 
experience  of  New  Mexico,  and  the  past  which  contains 
the  loving  image  of  her  Jewish  grandmother.  There  is 
no  conflict  —  instead  the  familiar  and  new  combine, 
offering  us  a  glimpse  of  universality. 

More  often,  in  these  poems,  however,  the  transcen¬ 
dent  moment  has  already  passed,  as  in  ‘‘Side  show,”  in 
which  that  ‘‘time  within  time”  of  passionate  love  is 
now  over,  and  the  poet’s  body  has  “learned/  how 
desire  slips  away,  /  how  the  familiar  starts  to  grate. ”  /  In 
many  other  poems,  (“The  Chinese  Lunar  Calendar 
Horoscope,”  “Great  Expectations,”  “Phone  Call  at  1 
AM”)  the  transcendent  moment  is  sandwiched 
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tion  of  heaven: 

And  I  beheld,  shaped  like  a  river,  light 

Streaming  a  splendour  between  banks  whereon 
The  miracle  of  the  spring  was  pictured  bright. 

Out  of  this  river  living  sparkles  thrown 

Shot  everywhere  a  fire  amid  the  bloom 
And  there  like  rubies  gold-encrusted  shone; 

Then  as  if  dizzy  with  the  spiced  perfume 

They  plunged  into  the  enchanted  eddy  again: 

As  one  sank,  rose  another  fiery  plume. 

(Paradiso,  XXX,  61-69) 

To  transmogrify  such  poetry  into  the  mouth  of  an 
irreverant  13  year-old  would  have  been  a  nice  concept  if 
Picano  could  have  pulled  it  off;  at  the  least,  it  would  have 
been  fun  to  have  seen  him  try.  As  it  is,  Ganymede's 
description  of  the  firmament  and  beyond  is  as  if  the  film 
2001:  A  Space  Odyssey  had  been  shot  in  super  eight  and 
not  70  mm.  ,* 

Don't  let  this  quibble  deter  you.  The  delight  suffused 
throughout  the  tale  makes  it  a  fun  read,  and  its  message 
is  ennobling. 

The  story  has  a  happy  ending:  Zeus  wins  the  greatest 
gift  Ganymede  can  give,  his  love,  and  then  grants  the 
youth’s  city,  Troy,  good  fortune  for  a  limited  time  only 
(ten  generations),  since  the  city  —  led  by  Ganymede’s 
father  —  had  attempted  to  sacrifice  the  boy  to  the  god. 
As  Zeus  kindly  points  out  to  the  populace,  it  was  not 
their  offering  to  give.  What  happens  to  Troy  in  the 
eleventh  generation  is,  of  course,  another  story. 

For  the  typophiles  reading  this,  the  book  is 
attractively  designed.  It  is  set  in  Classic  Aldine,  a 
handsome  face  akin  to  the  more  popular  Palatino.  The 
designer’s  work  is  unfortunately  marred  by  indifferent 
printing. 

Despite  Ganymede’s  promise  of  tips  on  how  to  land 
Mr.  Right,  the  only  explicit  instruction  comes  at  the 
book’s  close: 

I  have  just  one  final  word  of  advice  for  you  younger  folks. 
Take  my  word,  it  really  does  help  to  know  beforehand 
the  kind  of  person  you’re  going  to  spend  eternity  with. 
What's  life  with  Zeus  been  like?  Well,  like  all  couples 
we’ve  had  our  ups  and  downs,  our  squabbles  and  our 
reconciliations.  But  in  general  I’d  say  it’s  been  .  .  . 
heaven! 


♦Readers  wishing  in-depth  background  of  the  myth  and 
its  expression  in  Greek  homosexuality  should  consult 
J.Z.  Eglinton’s  Greek  Love  (NY:  Oliver  Layton  Press, 
1964).  Dover’s  Greek  Homosexuality  (Cambridge,  MA: 
Harvard  University  Press,  1978)  is  useful  though 
relatively  superficial. 


between  or  even  overwhelmed  by  wry  humor.  Much  as 
she’d  like  to  take  off  and  fly,  the  poet  is  “Literal 
Minded”  instead  of  mythical.  Things  don’t  fit  the  way 
they  should,  as  in  “after  Making  Love,”  (p.  48)  where 
the  lover  doesn’t  want  to  stay  up  and  talk.  “She  finds 
this  curious,  worse/  a  waste  of  good  time/  when  she 
could  be/  sleeping  or  going  to  the  bathroom.”  Instead 
of  despairing,  the  poet  lies  “stretched  out  alone  smok¬ 
ing,  ’  ’  and  one  imagines,  composing  a  poem  as  she  waits 
patiently,  ironically,  and  with  a  slightly  distanced 
enjoyment,  for  the  perfect  match. 

Backtalk  is,  of  course,  not  flawless.  I  found  the  order 
of  the  poems  (possibly  chronological)  to  be  random  and 
somewhat  confusing,  and  would  have  preferred  a  more 
thematic  ordering,  perhaps  with  the  childhood  poems 
grouped  together  in  the  beginning.  Several  poems 
(“The  Sketchbook,”  “Such  an  Alliance,”  and  “When 
Friends  Leave”)  fell  flat,  and  I  found  the  poems  in 
which  the  poet  speaks  in  a  voice  not  her  own  sometimes 
highly  successful,  as  in  “Rose’s  Poem,”  sometimes  less 
so,  as  in  “Letters  to  Michael”  and  “Quabbin  Reser¬ 
voir.  ’  ’  I  found  the  use  of  an  ampersand  (&)  rather  than 
the  word  ‘and’  in  many  of  the  poems  distracting  and 
pointless.  But  these  criticisms  are  minor,  and  even  my 
least  favorite  poems  contained  wonderful  lines. 

On  the  whole,  I  found  Backtalk  both  moving  and  in¬ 
spiring.  Although  I  had  heard  and  enjoyed  many  of 
these  poems  read  aloud,  I  found  that  I  learned  more 
and  went  deeper  on  a  third  and  fourth  reading. 
Although  concrete,  the  poems  are  complex  and  deeply 
layered.  Usually  slightly  distanced,  often  self-mocking, 
Robin  Becker  speaks  in  a  highly  individual  and 
penetrating  voice.  These  poems  are  profound  and  easy 
to  live  with.  They  make  good  company. 


» 


bimonthly 

Progressive  views  on  science  and  technology 
— energy,  militarism,  environment- 
occupational  health,  agriculture, 
women  and  science  and  much  more 
$  1 2/year  from  Science  for  the  People 
897  Main  St.,  Dept.  Ex.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 


Talking  About  the  Tales 


Further  Tales  of  the  City 

By  Armistead  Maupin 
Harper  and  Row 
New  York,  1982 
239  pp.,  $8.95 

Reviewed  by  Will  James 

We  are  sitting,  my  friends  and  I,  around  my 
kitchen  table.  We  are  discussing  Armistead 
Maupin’s  continuing  chronicles  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Tales  of  the  City,  and  More  Tales  of  the  City.  My 
friend  Kevin  has  just  said  that  as  long  as  Michael  and 
Jon  are  together  there  is  hope  for  romance  in  the  world, 
and  I  am  astonished  that  anyone  could  say  such  a  thing. 
I  was  happy  that  Michael  and  Jon  got  together  because 
Michael  really  wanted  that  relationship  and  I  really  like 
Michael.  But  I  think  Jon  is  a  twerp  and  I  have  thought 
he  was  a  twerp  ever  since  the  wet  Jockey  shorts  contest 
which  Michael  only  entered  because  he  needed  the 
money,  something  Jon  would  never  understand  because 
he  is  a  well-off,  uptight  gynecologist.  Katherine  says 
she  felt  the  same  way  until  Michael  became  paralyzed 
from  the  neck  down  and  Jon  was  so  good  to  him  while 
he  recovered.  That’s  true,  but  I  don’t  care.  Jon  is  still  a 
twerp. 

My  friend  Ellen  doesn’t  think  Jon  is  a  twerp,  but  she 
does  think  Mary  Ann  is  a  wimp.  Ted  says  he  is  very 
proud  of  Mary  Ann,  and  thinks  that  she  has  made  tre¬ 
mendous  progress  since  she  ended  her  involvement 
with  the  child  pornographer  and  helped  Burke  Andrew 
solve  the  mystery  of  his  amnesia.  We  all  agree  that  the 


solution  to  the  mystery  was  pretty  disgusting,  but  Ellen 
liked  the  part  where  Mary  Ann  threw  up  on  everyone  in 
church. 

The  character  Kevin  dislikes  is  Brian.  I  didn’t  like 
Brian  at  first,  but  I  became  rather  fond  of  him  when  he 
had  an  affair  with  the  woman  on  the  eleventh  floor  of 
the  Superman  Building.  This  was  pretty  tricky  because 
the  Superman  Building  is  across  town  from  28  Barbary 
Lane,  which  is  the  rooming  house  where  all  these  peo¬ 
ple  live.  What  was  tricky  was  that  Brian  and  “Lady 
Eleven”  had  this  affair  by  standing  in  their  respective 
windows  and  looking  at  each  other  through  binoculars. 
Anyone  who  can  have  sex  through  binoculars  deserves 
some  kind  of  respect,  and  anyway,  that  affair  was  more 
interesting  than  the  one  Brian  had  with  Mona. 

Brian  and  Mona  sort  of  drifted  together  after  Mona 
ended  her  involvement  with  D’orthea  and  went  out  to 
Winnemucca  for  a  little  R-and-R  in  a  whorehouse  that 
turned  out  to  be  run  by  her  grandmother.  Mona  had  a 
number  of  emotional  shocks  at  this  time  which  I  can’t 
tell  you  about  here,  but  I  think  they  led  to  this  match 
with  Brian.  Katherine  thinks  this  relationship  will  be 
good  for  both  of  them  so  she’s  happy  about  it,  but  she’s 
the  only  one  who  is. 

We  agree  on  some  things.  None  of  us  guessed  D’or- 
thea’s  secret  in  Tales  of  the  City,  but  Ted  says  he 
guessed  Mrs.  Madrigal’s  in  More  Tales  .  .  .  (Ellen  says 
Ted  is  lying). 

We  all  agree  that  Beauchamp  Day  was  an  asshole, 
and  none  of  us  was  sorry  when  he  burned  up  in  the 
Broadway  Tunnel,  except  Katherine  who  always 
believes  people  can  change.  She  may  be  right,  because 
the  other  thing  we  all  agree  on  is  that  we  woefully  mis¬ 


judged  DeDe  Day.  Just  when  we  dismissed  her  as  a  soci¬ 
ety  flake,  she  went  and  seduced  the  Chinese  delivery 
boy,  got  pregnant  by  him  and  then  launched  a  lesbian 
affair  with  D’orthea.  The  two  of  them  moved  to 
Guyana  with  the  People’s  Temple,  and  1  have  been 
worried  sick  about  them  ever  since. 

I  can  stop  worrying. 

Now  there  is  Further  Tales  of  the  City,  which  not 
only  tells  what  happens  to  DeDe  and  D’orthea,  it  also 
assures  me  that  everyone  at  28  Barbary  Lane  has  left 
behind  the  silly  seventies  and  entered  the  weighty 
eighties  with  flying  colors.  Since  1  don't  want  to  give 
away  any  of  the  plot  (Mary  Ann  has  landed  a  job  in  tele¬ 
vision,  Michael  has  joined  the  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  and 
you  will  die  when  you  find  out  who  Prue  Giroux's  boy¬ 
friend  is)  I’ll  just  say  that  I  think  Further  Tales  of  the 
City  is  by  far  a  better  book  than  its  predecessors.  The 
plotting  is  more  ingenious,  the  satire  defter  and  the 
characters  more  well-rounded  than  before,  without  los¬ 
ing  the  swift  pace  and  biting  good  humor  that  is 
Maupin’s  trademark. 

Kevin  thinks  the  appeal  of  these  books  lies  in  their 
being  a  kind  of  hip  Masterpiece  Theatre.  Ellen  says  they 
are  stories  like  The  Hardy  Boys  Meet  Nancy  Drew  and 
They  All  Grow  Up  and  Move  to  San  Francisco.  I  think 
they’re  only  partially  right.  The  rest  of  it  is  that  we  see 
some  part  of  ourselves  and  our  lives  in  these  books. 
Maupin  knows  that  no  matter  how  involved  we  are  or 
are  not  in  the  issues  of  the  day,  a  large  part  of  our  lives 
goes  un-relevantly  along.  We  buy  groceries  and  records, 
we  go  out  to  dinner  and  to  movies,  we  take  vacations, 
end  relationships  and  begin  new  ones.  It  is  these  aspects 
of  our  lives  that  he  understands  so  well  and  reflects  in  a 
funhouse  mirror. 

Maupin  has  a  wonderful  ability  to  create  goofy  but 
likable  characters  and  set  them  moving  in  a  plot  that  is 
satirical,  rapidly  changing  and  more  than  a  little  bit 
nuts.  And  he  makes  it  all  seem  relatively  plausible  and 
desirable.  He  also  pushes  the  boundaries  of  good  taste 
on  occasion,  but  rarely  too  far.  (Ellen  says  I’m  the  one 
being  uptight  now.) 

Not  everyone  likes  these  books.  My  roommate  Tom 
calls  them  the  “Shopping  Mall  School  of  Writing”  — 
all  glitter  and  flash  with  no  substance.  They  don’t  pre¬ 
tend  to  be  great  literature.  Instead  they  are  what  used 
to  be  called  a  “good  read”  —  well-written,  absorbing, 
sophisticated  and  a  whole  lot  of  fun. 

You  needn’t  have  read  the  previous  two  volumes  to 
enjoy  Further  Tales  of  the  City.  Just  about  everyone  is 
here,  having  their  own  new  adventures.  (There  are  new 
characters,  too.  Kevin  and  I  are  particularly  fond  of 
Ned.)  The  only  one  not  here  is  Mona,  who  has  moved 
to  Seattle.  Ted  and  Katherine  think  she’ll  find  happi¬ 
ness  there.  Personally,  I  think  she’s  making  a  big 
mistake.  I’m  worried. 
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GAIA’S  GUIDE  -1982 
The  Guide  Book  for  Gay  Wimmen 

This  7th  edition:  all  USA/Canada  +  Western  Europe. 
Only  $8.00  from:  NEW  EARTH  BOOKSTORE, 

24,  E.  39th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo;  641 1 1 
(Includes  first-class  postage  and  guaranteed  discretion.) 
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Alternative  bookstores. 
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GREAT  GAY  JOURNALISM. 
NOW  UNDER  ONE 
COVER. 

An  anthology 

edited  by  Ed  Jackson  and  Stan  Persky. 

A  lively  and  diverse  commentary  on  gay  life 
in  the  Seventies  by  writers  and  cartoonists 
from  the  Canadian  gay  liberation  journal 
The  Body  Politic. 

New  Star  Books/Pink  Triangle  Press. 
S8.95  paper.  Available  now  at  bookstores, 
or  direct  from  Pink  Triangle  Press. 
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Quick  Gay  Guide 


Boston  Area 

I N  FORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 

P  O  Box  178,  Astor  St..  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1.  22  Bromfield  St.  Boston  02108 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth. 

GCN  Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield, 

Boston  02108  491  0242.  262-2473 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop.  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Institute  for  Gay  Studies 
Box  2750,  Boston  02208  491-8245  or  720-0693 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  Interrante.  24  Greenwich  Pk  #1,  Boston  02118 
Cauldron  Exp.  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  524-8575 

Chiltern  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Box  104.  104  Charles  St..  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
PO  Box  365.  Cambridge.  02139  783-5250  or  354-1755 

Fathers  in  Transition  (Gay/Bi), 
c/o  GCN,  Box  6,  22  Bromfield  St..  Boston  02108 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485 

GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mid.)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Gay  Professional  Men  s  Group  944-4818 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau, 

P  O.  Box  2232,  Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

c/o  GCN  Box  5,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,)  Mon-Fri 
Merrymount  Music  Soc., 

Box  401.  104  Charles  St.  Boston  02114 
Outreach  Institute.  Box  368.  Kenmore  St..  02215 
Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays 
76  Brook  Hill  Rd.  Milton,  02167 
Project  Place,  32  Rutland  St.  021 18 
Watchlinc(Fri  Mon  7-10pm) 


POLITICAL/LEGAL 


B  U  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus. 

c/o  GCN,  Box  2.  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston.  02108 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 

and  Defenders).  2  Park  Sq.,  Boston  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN.  22  Bromfield,  Boston  02108 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Box  179,  118  Mass  Ave  Boston  021 15471-8404,  262-1565 
National  Lawyers  Guild, 

120  Boylston  St..  Boston  021 16  542-5415 

STUDENT  . . . 


Gay  People  at  BU.  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University. 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 

Boston  College.  Chestnut  Hill  MA  02167  262-2473 

UMass/Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Center 

Dorchester  02125  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info.  (M-F,  6-12)  495-5476 

Gays  at  MIT,  Rm.  50-306,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Northeastern  U.  Lambda  255  Ell  Ctr.,  N.U.,  Boston  02115 
Tufts  Gay  Community, 
c/o  Student  Activities  Office.  Medford  02155 


WOMEN 


Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women  s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807 

Counterpoint  Publ., 

Box  CY  442,  400  Comm.  Ave.,  Boston  02215 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians.  Med  Students 


Health  Profs) 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn.. 

Box  308.  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women’s  Center 
Miriam  Rosenberg  (counseling) 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Tufts  Women’s  Center 
Women's  Alcoholism  Program. 

1348  Cambridge  St  .  Cambridge  02139 

RELIGIOUS 


354-5910 


354-8807 

1-358-7512 


661-6015 
628-5000  x793 


661  1316 


Am  Tikva 

PO.  Box  1 1 ,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity.  355  Boylston  St..  Boston  02114 
Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208 
Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Fr.  Paul  Shanley 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St..  Boston  02108 


524-1617 

628-3986 

536-6518 

227-9118 

262-3057 

536-3788 

523-7664 

964-0996 

742  2100 


MEDIA 


Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston  542-5679 

Boston's  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 

Dennis  965-1311.  725-2730 
Common  Ground,  WMBR,  88.1FM 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield.  02108  542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Persephone  Press,  Box  7222,  Watertown  021 72  924-0336 

Women’s  Educ  Media.  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  666-0350 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany.  Camb.  02139  661-6975 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING_ 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Ariel  Counseling  739-6381 

Belville  &  Assoc.  266-1450 

Exodus  Ctr.,  25  Huntington  Ave.  021 16  266-0612 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland  St.  267-7573 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Homophile  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service  542-5188 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 
80  Boylston  St  #855  542-5188 

Mass  Bay  Counseling 

31  Chanmng  St.,  Newton  Corner  02158  965-1311 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St..  Cambridge.  661-0248 

T ufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment)  956-5293 

Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Chanmng  St..  Newton.  02158  965-2040 
TV/TS  Support  Group 

(Gender  Center)  Martha  666-8280 

Robert  Taylor,  MD.  1755  Beacon  St..  Brookline  232-1459 

M.  Zucker,  acupuncture 

173  Mt  Auburn,  Cambridge  924-3332 

ACCOMMODATIONS 


Parkview  Guest  House.  85  Westland  Ave.  021 15 


BOOKS/BARS 


— . 


mm 


536  3608 

wtmm 


Glad  Day  Book  Shop.  542-0144 

New  Words.  186  Hampshire.  Cambridge  02139  876-5310 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St..  Camb.  491-6930 

Buddies.  733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 

Chaps,  27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 

The  Eagle.  520  T remont  542-4494 

Elbow  Room.  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon)  338  8447 

Herbies  Lone  Star.  8  Columbus  Ave  338-9852 

Harry's  Place.  45  Essex  St.  482-9040 

Boston  Ramrod,  1254  Boylston  St.  266  2986 

Jacques.  79  Broadway  338-9066 

Marquee.  512  Mass.  Ave  (Cent  Sq..  Camb )  492-9545 

Napoleon  Club,  52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 

Paradise.  180  Mass  Ave  (Cambridge)  864  4130 

Pipeline.  9  Lansdowne  St.  536-0206 

Playland.  21  Essex  St.  338-7254 

Rustlers,  77  Berkeley  338-9089 

Skippers.  252  Boylston  St  262-5735 

Somewhere.  295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 


Sporter's  Cafe,  228  Cambridge  St.  742-4084 

Twelve  Seventy.  1270  Boylston  437-1257 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths).  4  LaGrange  St.  426-1451 
South  Station  Cinema.  23  South  St.  423-4340 

Art  Cinema.  204  Tremont  482-4661 

Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Central  Middlesex  Social  Club. 

Box  470.  Maynard  01 754  263-9607 

Frenz  &  Luvvers,  Box  213.  W.  Boylston.  01583 
Gay  Hotline  756-0730 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
PO.  Box  75.  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance.  Fitchburg  342-5117 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806.  Marblehead,  01915 
Survival  Crisis  Line 


RELIGIOUS 


Szmm  fig 


Dignity  Merrimack  Valley.  P.O.  Box  321.  Methuen  01844 
MCC  Worcester.  2  Wellington  St..  753-836C 

WOMEN _  _ 

Everywoman's  Center.  Box  949.  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  996-3341 

Origins.  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 

169  Boston  St  .  Salem  01970  745-5873 


STUDENT 


424-1993 

426-9371 

236-4888 

277-3454 

436-5393 

267-9150 

262-5250 


Clark  U  Gay  Alliance.  950  Mam.  A  70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc  for  Lowell  (Umv.)  Students 

South  Campus.  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 

Salem  St.  College.  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition.  P.O  Box  1562, 

Pittsfield  01201,  442-1819 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406 F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst 
Help  Line  664-6391 

Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 
Box  181.  Northampton.  01061 
Digm^y/Springfield.  PO  Box  1604  Springfield  01 


WOMEN 


... 


545-2645 

664-6392 

586-5979 

101 


Common  Woman  Club.  78  Masonic  St. 

Northampton  01060 
Everywomen's  Center.  Amherst 
Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst 
Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St.  Pittsfield,  01201 
New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
PO.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 
Southwest  Women’s  Center 
Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082, 
Women's  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91.1FM) 
Womonfyre  Books 

STUDENT 


584-4580 

545-0883 


545-3438 

499-2425 


545-0626 

774-5464 

545-2876 

586-6445 


Hampshire  College  Gay  Men  s  Alliance 
Box  1355.  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406 F  UMass  Student  Union.  Amherst 
Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass.  Amherst  01003 
People's  Gay  Alliance.  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass.  Amherst,  01002 
Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 

S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 


545-3438 


545-0154 


Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139,  New  Haven  06505 
Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford.  M-S  1-11  pm. 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard.  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72.  06501;  M-F  8-11  pm 
Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
George  W  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives 
One  Gold  St  .  Suite  22-BC.  Hartford  06103 

WOMEN 


522-5575 


624-6869 


522-2646 

249-7691 


547-1281 


Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  U  1 18.  UConn.  Storrs  06268 
Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

22  Allen  PI.  #B3,  Hartford  06106 
Shorelmewoman 
Women's  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St.. 

c/o  Hill  Ctr,  350  Farmington  Ave,  Hartford  06106249-7691 
Women’s  Center.  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040 
Women’s  Center,  UConn.  Box  U-118, 

Storrs  06828 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457 
Women's  Liberation  Center.  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510 

STUDENT 


486-4738 


249-0504 

481-3575 


646-4900 


486-4738 


347-9411 


436-2488 


Alternate  Lifestyles  Awareness  Group, 

Social  Work  House.  Farnham  Ave.. 

New  Haven  06515 

Eros.  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain’s  Office,  Hartford  06106 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale. 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268 
Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  at  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale.  Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hart  ford  06117  523-484 1  x-267 

Lesbians.  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center. 

Box  WW.  Wesleyan  St..  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031.  Yale  Sta  .  New  Haven  06520 


397-4331 


527-3151 


486-2273 


347-9411 

442-7458 


RELIGIOUS 


Dignity/Fairfield  County. 

P.O  Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford.  P.O  Box  514.  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven.  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505 


522-2646 


787-1518 

522-5575 


777-9808 


748-5341 


436-8354 

727-0379 


Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH. 

Box  2031.  Yale  St..  New  Haven,  06520 
Moonseed  (counseling) 

Rhode  Island  (40i)*  i 

Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  751-3322.  272-9247 
Families  of  Gay  Persons  723-0050 

Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903  8pm-midnight 
Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I..  *  728-9269 

Box  6563.  Providence  02940  728-6023 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  331-2047 

Counseling  &  Consulting 

161  Prospect  Hill,  Newport  02840  847-7229 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center. 

186  Meeting  St.,  Providence.  02912  863-2189 

Women’s  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St-,  Pawtucket  02860  728-6023 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students.  Box  49.  Brown  U  . 

Providence  02912  863  3062 


Brown  U  Lesbtan/Gay  Alumnae/i  Assoc 
GCN  Box  5.  22  Bromfield. 

Boston  02108  720-1870. 661-7223 

Dignity/Providence.  Box  2231  Pawtucket  02861  941-7235 

MCC/Providence.  5  Junction  St..  Providence  272-9247 
MCC  Special  Ministry  (terminally  ill.  aged  and 
handicapped).  Rev  George  McDermott  272-9247 

New  Hampshire(603) 


224-6931 
888  1305 


Gay  NH  Infoline.  10am- 10pm.  Concord 
Nashua  Area  Gays.  P.O.Box  3472. 

Nashua  03061 

NH  Lambda.  Box  1043.  Concord  03301. 

224-3785.  889-1416. 

746-3339:  (crisis)  483-2592 
NH  Area  Parents  of  Gays.  140  Kimball  Hill 

Rd..  Hudson  03051  (Sandi  or  Ron)  880-7219 

Greater  Nashua  Area  NH  Lambda. 

Box  3541.  Nashua  03061 
Speakers  Bureau.  Box  521.  Concord  03301 
Concord  Area  Gay  Youth. 

Box  832.  Concord  03301  228-0493 

Concord  Men's  Group 

Box  832.  Concord  03301  Joe  224-6931 

Suncook  Gay  Prisoner  Project  485-5612 

Gemini.  Keene  Support  Group. 

Box  461.  W.  Swanzey.  03469 
Laconia  Men’s  Group.  Box  782.  Laconia  03246 
Seacoast  Gay  Men.  P.O  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of  women's  events. 

Box  235.  Contoocook.  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women's  club.  40  Pleasant  St..  Portsmouth  03801 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective.  Box  47.  Penacook 
Campus  Gay  Awareness.  Mem  U.  UNH  Durham  03824 
Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc 
Hinman  Box  5057.  Hanover  03755 
Information  Outlet  1-800-852-3311 

Keene  Klondykes.  Box  261. 

Gilsum  03448  827-3766:847-9589 

Vermont  (802)i 

Andrews  Inn.  Bellows  Falls 
Central  Vermont  Gay  Men.  CVGM. 

Box  42.  Barre  05819 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union.  U  of  Vt.  Burlington  05401 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56.  Middlebury  College.  05753 
League  of  Gays  (LOGS). 

Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 
Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  387-GAYS  or  (603) 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition.  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center. 

187  N  Main  St.,  Rutland.  05701 
Women's  Center.  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Integrity,  Box  126,  Burlington  05402 


862'4296 


633-4047 

756-4226 


775-1946 
863-1236 
864  7198 


Maine  (20 7) 


AWA  (Male).  Box  746.  Old  Orchard  Beach  04064 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  0401 1 
Center  for  Being.  Box  45-A 

So.  Harpswell  04079  833-6195 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021.  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance.  Box  O.  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St..  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Interweave:  Unit./Univ.  Gay/Lesbian 
Community.  Box  215,  Augusta  04330  773-2121 

Lesbian  Rap  Group,  92  Bedford  St..  Portland 
MCC  Portland,  Box  583 
Westbrook  04092 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990.  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 
c/o  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave,,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 

561D  Brighton  Ave.  Portland  04102  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  563-5856 


New  Jersey  (201)1 

Gay  Youth,  Box  188,  Howell  07731 

Lesbians  of  Color  c/o  Brooks,  Box  M  564  Hoboken  07030 
Gay  Activist  Alliance  of  Hudson  County. 

Box  68,  Uptown  Hoboken  07030 
Dignity/Jersey  City  436-6259 

Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  842-0837 
Dignity/Metropolitan.  Box  337,  Irvington  071 1 1  420-9482 

Presby.  for  Gay/Lesbian  Concerns  735-9714 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County 

Box  137  Convent  Sta.  07691  762-6217 

Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  Jersey 

Box  1734,  South  Hackensack  07601  692-1794 

Gay  People  Princeton.  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Integrity-Central  NJ 

Box  1432,  New  Brunswick  08903  753-0618 

Jacobin  Press,  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223.  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  c/o  Pat  Freeman, 

Box  218,  Kearny  07032 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective.  Box  4042. 

Allwood  St.,  Clifton  07012  998-1023 

National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
18  Ober  Rd.,  Princeton  08540 
NOW-NJ  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force, 

Box  332,  Somerville  08876  246-2747 

Organization  tor  Gay  Awareness 

Box  1291,  Montclair  07042  746-6196 

Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.,  Box  91, 

College  Ave.  New  Brunswick  08903  932-7886 

United  Sister,  Box  41,  Garwood  07027 

New  York  City  (212m 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass  n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502,  10010  777-7697 

Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
Box  148,  Ansonia  Sta..  NYC  10023 
Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21st  St.  #1979, 10011  691-7950 

Christopher  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm. 

1 47  W.  42nd,  Rm  603  1 0036  947-0949 

Citizens'  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873,866-6651 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 

P.O.  Box  248.  Village  Sta  NYC  10014  595-1445 

Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2.  Village,  10014  *  473-5884 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind.  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Youth  of 

New  York  226-3861.875-9187 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W  24th  St.,  1001 1 
Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayellow  Pages.  P.O.Box  292.  Village  Sta.  10014  744-2785 
Girth  and  Mirth  Club  734-7748 

NYC  Union  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
c/o  Tan  Box  24.  Brooklyn  11201 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

1 5  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 

208  W ,13th  St.  741-2247 

Upper  West  Side  Lesbian  &  Gay  Assoc 

165  W  86th  St..  10024 
West  Side  Discussion  Group. 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St  242-4140 

womenH 
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All  The  Queens  Women.  Box  271,  Sta.  A 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative.  4  W  76th  St  10023  532  8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  PO  Box  1258. 10116  874-7232 


Lesbian  Switchboard  243  W  20th  St  10010  7412610 

POLITICAL/ LEGAL  > 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 

29  W  21  St  St  924-2970 

Comm  for  Soc  Change  of  Nat  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon.  135  Greene  St  10012  473-5731 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988  3012 
Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students  Group 

Postal  Address  Law  Group  P  O  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc  Box  435.  Van  Brunt  Sta 

Brooklyn  11215  255-5969.499  1060 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham,  Box  834.  Brooklyn.  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense.  132  W  43rd.  10036  944-9488 

Lavender  Left  Network 

Box  512.  Village  Sta  10014  533-4907 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists. 

PO  Box  A-711.  Grand  Central  Sta  .  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force  80  F  itth  Ave  Rm  1601  741  5800 

RELIGIOUS 


Gay  &  Lesbian  Interreiigious  Coalition 
c/o  Strickler.  31  Bethane  NYC  10014 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple. 

348  W  14th  St..  10004  242-6616 

Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah. 

1 55  Bank  St .  1 00 1 4  929-9496 

Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics. 

Box  1554.  FDR  Sta.  10150  869  3050 

Evangelicals  Concerned  688-0628 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society. 

GPO  Box  1549.  10001  989-6653 

Lutherans  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Concerns. 

Box  2217.  Brooklyn  11202  596-3839.  278  5066 

MCC/NY.201  W  13th  St..  10011  242-1212 

Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  866  3580 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT  - 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance  598-2597 

Box  294.  10014 

NYC  News.  Box  21 71-G.C:C.  10163  964-7272 

NY  Native.  250  W  57th.  #417.  10107 

student! 

Gay  People  at  Columbia 
Earl  Hall.  Rm  304  10027 
New  York  U.  Gay  People  s  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr.  Rm  810 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  Men's  Health  Project 
74  Grove  St  Rm  2RW.  10014 
Gay  Nurses  Alliance 
44  St.  Marks  PI.  10003 
Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr. 

Identity  House  * 

Institute  For  Human  Identity 
National  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon,  135  Greene  St.  (2nd)  NYC  10012 
Nat.  Gay  Health  Ed.  Found 

Box  834.  Linden  Hill,  NYC  11354 

New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead.  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance.  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56.  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  1 1968 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave..  Rochester.  14614 
Gay  Concerns  Committee. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington  11743 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance.  P.O.  Box  22740.  Albany  12222 

(607)  797-3453 


691-6969 


688  0628 
243  8181 
799-9432 

473-5713 


(516)  324-2468 
(716)  244-8640 
or  244-9030 


Gay  Helpline.  (Fri-Sun.  7:30-10  p.m.) 

Gay  Light  Collective.  389  W.  Onondaga  St.. 

Syracuse  13202 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective. 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201) 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 
(gay  peer  counseling) 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations. 

Box  131.  Albany  12201 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd..  Huntington,  11746  (516)  427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793-5198 

women! . 


(315)475-6857 


(518)  465-9246 
(516)  826-0600 
(518)  462-6138 


....... . . 

Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Lme 
Herizon  —  A  Woman's  Space,  77  State  St., 
Lesbian  Resource  Center. 

713  Monroe  Ave..  Rochester  14607 
Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon.  7-9  p  m  ) 


(516)  791-5565 
Binghamton 


MEN 

Rochester  Gay  Men's  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave  ,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men’s  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St..  White  Plains.  10601 
Gay  Hotline (8-1 1pm)  _  (914)  948-4922 

RELIGIOUS! 

(Unitarian  Umversalist  Gay  Caucus). 

34  Chestnut  Rd..  Delmar  12054  (518)439-9451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House. 

17  So.  Fitzhugh  St..  Rochester  14614  (716)  232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  621P,  Bayshore  11706 
Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  (716)  442-51 1 7 

STUDENT/YOUTH! 

Extended  Family  for  Gay  Youth 
989  Park  Ave.  Huntington,  11743  (516)  549-1619 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 

528  Willard  Straight.  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256-6482 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester. 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R  ,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607  (716)  275-6181 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale  (516)  420-2134 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 
1 1 1  Talbert  Hall  14260  (716)  636-3063 

Gay  Student  Union,  c/o  Polity 

SUNY  Stony  Brook  11794  (516)246-7943 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance.  Box  80. 

Hamilton  College.  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton.  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance.  SUNY.  Binghamton.  13901 


(518)  462-6138 
(315)475-6857 


Lambda  Umv.,  Box  131.  Albany  12201 
Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W  Onondaga  St  Syracuse  13202 
Vassar  College  Gay  Alliance  Box  271 
Poughkeepsie.  NY  12601 

MEDIA. 

Gay  Alliance  ol  the  Genesee  Valley 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 
Gay  Spirit  (WUSB.  90  1  FM)  Tues.  67  p  m.  246  7901 

Northeast  ALIVE,  262  Central  Ave.  Albany  12206 
(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  4660423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left.  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ _ _ 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus. 

Box  131.  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS  SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG.  c/o  GCN,  22  Brom- 
tield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERVICE  TO 
THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER  POSSIBLE 
ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED  SHOULD  FEEL  FREE 
TO  SUPPORT  THIS  LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBU¬ 
TION  (S10/YEAR,  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF 
YOU  CAN'T). 
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Greetings  from  the  FDR 


Speech  given  by  Amoldo 
Ramos  at  the  San  Francisco 
Lesbian/Gay  Freedom  Day 
Rally.  June  27.  1982.  Ramos  is 
a  representative  oj  the  Frente 
Democratico  Revolucionario 
of  El  Salvador. 

It  is  an  honor  and  a 
tremendous  emotion  for  us  to 
be  here  in  San  Francisco.  It  is 
truly  a  very  special  city  for  us  as 
well  as  for  the  gay  movement.  It 
was  in  this  city  that  the 
solidarity  movement  for  the 
people  of  El  Salvador  began,  the 
same  way  that  the  movement 
for  gay  and  lesbian  rights 
began  in  this  very  same  city. 

From  this  City  Hall,  many  a 
resolution  has  been  passed 
condemning  the  genocide 
taking  place  in  El  Salvador.  We 
thank,  we  salute,  and  we 
respect  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  of  San  Francisco 
and  of  the  United  States. 

The  Salvadorian  movement 
has  also  a  lot  to  be  grateful  for 
in  the  Castro  district.  There  is  a 
church  -  the  Church  of  the 
Most  Holy  Redeemer  -  where 
both  gay  people  from  San 
Francisco  and  people  in  San 
Francisco  in  solidarity  with  El 
Salvador  meet  to  promote  both 


gay  rights  and  Salvadorian 
rights. 

We  have  many  .  many  friends 
in  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  and  thousands  of 
them  are  working,  every  day,  in 
our  movement  throughout  this 
country.  Therefore,  we  formally, 
with  pride,  with  joy,  express 
our  solidarity  with  the  struggle 
of  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  this 
country,  (cheers) 

We  know  full  well  in  El 
Salvador  what  it  means  to  be 
discriminated  against, 
persecuted  and  put  in  jail 
because  of  our  struggle  for 
freedom.  And  four  hundred 
thousand  people  are  marching 
here  today  as  an  expression  of 
their  freedom:  their  freedom  to 
make  love,  their  freedom  to 
express  themselves  in  this 
society  and  we  feel  that  is 
basically  what  we  are  fighting 
for  in  El  Salvador. 

We  have  many  friends  in  the 
gay  community,  and  we  also 
share  someof  the  same  enemies 
in  this  country.  The  very  same 
people  in  congress  who  vote 
millions  of  dollars  in  military 
aid  to  the  fascist  regime  in  El 
Salvador  are  the  ones  who  pass 
anti-gay  legislation.  Strom 


Thurmond.  Jessie  Helms  -  you 
know  those  names.  You  have 
heard  about  the  so  called  Moral 
Majority  and  their  position  on 
gay  rights.  Then  you  must 
know  that  people  like  Jerry 
Falwell  are  the  closest  personal 
and  financial  friends  of 
Guatemala's  dictator  Rios 
Mont,  and  of  El  Salvador’s 
Little  Hitler,  Roberto 
D'Abuisson.  The  people  in  your 
government  who  reward  the 
Salvadoran  army  with  millions 
of  dollars  for  guns  to  kill  their 
fellow  human  beings  are  the 
same  people  who  persecute  you 
and  put  you  in  jail  for  loving 
your  fellow  human  beings, 
don't  forget  that. 

El  Salvador's  military 
government  is  today  the  fourth 
largest  recipient  of  U.S.  military 
aid,  after  Israel.  Egypt,  and 
Turkey.  Thirty-five  thousand 
Salvadorans  have  been  killed 
by  this  government  in  the  last 
two  and  a  half  years.  Six 
hundred  thousand  are 
refugees  from  a  war  that  gets 
more  intense  and  bloodier 
every  day.  And  it  is  the  U.S. 
government  that  supplies  the 
weapons,  military  training,  and 
who  dictate  even  the  form  of 


government  and  the  name  of 
the  president  of  El  Salvador. 

They  persecute  us  and 
commit  genocide  against  us 
because  we  refuse  to  live  any 
longer  in  subhuman  con¬ 
ditions.  because  we  want  to 
redistribute  equitably  the  best 
lands  which  are  in  the  hands  of 
two  percent  of  our  population. 
In  the  same  way  they  label  you 
weird  and  queer,  they  labei  us 
communists  to  justify  and 
facilitate  our  extermination. 
And  all  we  want  is  the  right  to 
define  our  lives  the  way  you  do. 
All  we  want  is  to  walk  hand  in 
hand  in  broad  daylight  with 


the  people  we  love  just  like  you. 
And  just  like  you  we  want  to  be 
respected,  we  want  to  be 
accepted  for  what  we  are. 

The  sacred  right  of  self 
determination  for  the 
Salvadoran  people  is  essential¬ 
ly  not  different  than  the  right  of 
the  American  people  to  be  gay 
and  lesbian  freely  and  openly. 

So.  1  say  goodbye  to  you. 
thanking  you  for  whatever 
support  you  can  give  us.  and 
reminding  you  of  a  phrase  I 
learned  in  this  country  in  the 
60s  —  with  a  little  modifi¬ 
cation  —  Make  Love,  not  War! 
U.S.  out  ol  El  Salvador! 


healthy  teeth  ... 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  0.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


□  $62  Three  years 

□  $43.50  Two  years 

□  $25  one  year 


To  Gay  Community  News 

□  $15  Twenty-five  weeks 

□  $10  Twenty-five  weeks 
(Low  Income) 

□  $8  Twelve  weeks 
Add  30%  for  foreign 

Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
thank  you 

name  _ 

address  _ 

city _ state _ zip _ 

□  New  □  Renewal  Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a 

prisoner 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  giftcard. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN 


GCN  is  available  on  microfilm 
□  $22  volume  (indiv.)  a  $28  (Inst.) 

□  $160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 
All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  "GCN".  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  eotd  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 


COLOR 


to 


TREE 


BOSTON 


DYED  CLOTHING 


727  ATI  ANTIC  AVI  BOSTON. 02111 


Dyed  Cotton  Clothing 
At  Discount  Prices! 

Now  in  Provincetown! 

at 

Isis  Unveiled  Inc. 

194  Commercial  Street 


FisheiTrcivel  367-3490 


hsher  I  ravel  Ass«  *> 
Harry  A  f  isher 
111  (  horles  Street 
host' >n  MA  t 


AGENTS  FOR: 
Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


ANTIQUES  BOUGHT  &  SOLD 


BILL  MANNKE 
MARIA  MANNKE 


SILLYPENQUINS 

American  Pottery, iArt  Deco, 
Vintage  Clothing,  5Q’s  Funk,  etc. 


» 


rSr 


MON  -  SAT 
10-5 

OR  BY  APPOINTMENTS 


152  RINDGE  AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA 
(617)  4970750 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK 
Passing  Strangers 
Gemini 

Nine  Plus 


CENTURIONS 
OF  ROME 


Phototypesetting 


XANADU 

GRAPHICS 


Boston's  Best  Aft  Male  Show! 


•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 43  Albony  Street,  Combridge  661  -6975 


SEND  HELP! 

Small  graphics  collective  seeks 
permanent  part-time  or  free¬ 
lance  typesetters.  Compu- 
graphic  experience  preferred. 
Call  542-5351,  9:30-5:30,  the 
sooner  the  better! 


TILE 


CARPET 


J  &  D  FLOORING  CO. 

SALES  —  INSTALLATIONS 


LINOLEUM 


(617)  825-5340 


We  support  your  rights  as 
you  have  supported  ours. 
Good  luck  in  the  rebuilding! 

SEIU,  AFL-CIO  Tel.  426-7075. 
145  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA,  02111 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 
Weekdays  9-6 
Saturday  10-2:30 


One  Week  Cruises 
From  $425.00 

Nov.  30— Fantome 
Bahamas 

Dec.  21— Yankee  Clipper 
Grenadines 

1983 

Jan.  25— Yankee  Trader 
Aruba 

March  1— Polynesia 
West  Indies 
April  12-Yankee  Clipper 
Grenadines 


ALL  AIRLINES 
AMTRAK  •  HOTELS 
LOWEST  PRICES 
NO  SERVICE  CHG. 


Boston’s  Frlendllost  and 
conomy  Minded  Agency 
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The  Pied  Piper 

Presents 

fln  evening  with 


Undo  Gerard 

i 

Diane  Marchal 
Bobby  UJetherbee 
Carol  O'Shaughnessy  and  Donn  Hill 
Jim  Lazzell  and  Debbie  Johns 
€llie  and  Niecey  Boswell 
Toby  Hall 
Austin  Nelson 
Russell  Lamb 


The  Pied  Piper 


195  Commercial  St.,  Provincetown 


A  Benefit  for  Gay  Community  News 


15V2  Shore  Road 
Ogunquit,  Maine  03907 
207/646-8654 

Stay  at  one  of  Ogunquit’s  newest  guest  houses 
and  enjoy  its  turn  of  the  century  charm  and  grace. 
Complimentary  continental  breakfast  in  our  living 
room  or  on  the  veranda.  All  this  comfort  and  quiet 
near  the  heart  of  Ogunquit  —  just  a  minute’s  walk 
to  the  town  or  beach. 


Allegra  Productions  and  Incest  Resources  Inc.  Present 


OIivi.i  R(*c Oftlifuj  Ariisl 


MEG 
CHRISTIAN 
ith  Diane  Lindsay 


In  Support  of 

Incest  Resources 


Special  Opening  Solo 

by  Diane  Lindsay* 


SUNDAY  SEPTEMBER  1 2  at  8  PM 

Sanders  Theater  Harvard  University,  Cambridge  MA 


Interpreted  for  the  hearing  impaired  by 
Susan  Freundlich 

Hall  is  wheelchair  accessible;  bathrooms  limited  access. 
Childcare  by  reservation  only;  call  54  7- 1 3  78  by  Sept  9 

TICKETS:  Regular  $8.00  Available  from: 

Contributing  5 10.00 
Supporting  S 12  00 


Pre-Con<en  Book  Recepbon  with 

KATHERINE  BRADY 

author  of  FATHER  S  DAYS 
Saturday.  Sept.  1 1 . 2-4  PM 

New  Words  Bookstore  1 86  hUmpsTwe  St 
Cambridge  Refreshments 


CAMBRIDGE  New  Words. 
Redbook.  Out  of  Town  Ticket 
Agency 

WORCESTER  The  Uncommon 
Reader  51  UnonSt.  791-5127 
NORTHAMPTON  Womonfyre 
Books.  22  Center  St..  586-6445 


MAIL  ORDER  Send  money  order 
and  self  addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  Allegra  Productions. 

267  Ailston  St .  Cambridge  MA 
02139 

For  more  information  call  547-1378  or  254-6952 

Photoipjpn  i*mp  Yourvj  •  Posie.  .srvgn  Mrxly  Benson  &  Po«y  taiBek  had  •  Typesearw/laycx*  Chesh*eCatCompo»*cn492-8«j* 


BOSTON:  Hutxickets.  Concert- 
charge  (426-8181) 

CAPE  COD:  P  M  Coffeehouse 
Community  Action  Building.  583 
Mam  St .  Hyanms  771-1728  *6 
Womencrafts.  373  Commercial 
St..  Provincetown.  487-9854 


WATERSHIP 
INN 


Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 


Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss 

Vince  TUtela 


P.O.  Box  918 
7  Winthrop  Street 
Provincetown.  Mass'02657 
(617)  4870094 


FIGHT 

DISCRIMINATION 

9  to  5,  Boston’s  Working 
Women's  Organization 
concerned  with  wage, 
promotional  and  dis¬ 
crimination  issues  is 
now  hiring. 

Training  and  benefits 
included. 

Call  536-6003 


OINPBGLL  n06€8U 

iwoci/ne;.  inc. 

Interior  Designers  and  Decorators 

are  pleased  to  announce 
the  relocation  and 
expansion  of  their 
Design  Offices. 

Our  new  address  is 
711  Boylston  Street 
Suite  404 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)267-0587 


Gay  Community  News  and  the  Boston  Film/Video  Foundation  present 


A  Cinematic  Celebration  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Culture 
Friday,  September  10,  through  Sunday,  September  12, 1982 


Friday,  September  10,  at  7  and  9*30  pm. 

Maedchen  in  Uniform ,  Leon  tine  Sagan's  1931  German  classic,  hailed  by 
Pauline  Kael  as  “a  legend",  is  a  sensitive  story  of  an  unhappy  young  stu¬ 
dent  and  her  relationship  with  an  understanding  teacher. 

Un  Cham  d' Amour,  Jean  Genet's  notorious  fantasy  of  prison  life,  and 
Carol  Clement's  LundTune ,  an  animated  celebration  of  women's 
spirituality. 

Saturday.  September  11,  at  2:30  pm.  only 

Recent  films  and  video  tapes  by  local  independent  lesbian  and  gay  artists 
will  be  screened.  Selection  will  be  completed  by  this  date;  please  check 
local  newspaper  listings  for  further  details. 

Saturday,  September  1L  at  7  and  930  pm. 

Black  Star:  Autobiography  of  a  Close  Friend ,  Tom  Joslin's  film  about 
growing  up  gay  and  becoming  a  filmmaker,  and  Susana  Blaustein’s 
Susana,  a  portrait  of  a  young  Argentine  lesbian  coining  to  terms  with  her 
sexuality  and  her  family's  homophobia.  Joslin's  film  has  been  screened  at 
numerous  museums  and  festivals,  including  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art  in 
New  York  and  on  WGBH-TV  in  Boston;  Susana  was  a  highlight  of  the 
1980  San  Francisco  Gay  Film  Festival 

Sunday.  September  12,  at  230  pm.  only 

Forbidden  Letters.  Arthur  Bressan  Jn's  erotic  portrait  of  a  gay  male  love 
affair.  Michael  Bronski  of  Gay  Community  Sews:  ** Forbidden  Letters  . . . 
has  managed  to  preserve  and  improve  upon  the  film  sense  of  (most  erotic 
movies)  and  has  added  feeling  and  political  awareness.  It  is  a  moving  and 
satisfying  experience."  (Due  to  the  mature  subject  matter  of  this  film,  no 
one  under  18  will  be  admitted.) 

Sunday.  September  12.  at  7  pm.  only 

Three  documentaries  exploring  thr  long  history  of  oppression  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  and  the  continuing  struggle  for  their  rights: 

Witches  and  Faggots.  Dykes  and  Poofters,  directed  by  a  collective  of 
Australian  filmmakers,  depicts  homophobia  in  their  native  land  using 
a  concise  historical  overview,  and  leading  to  present  day  discrimination. 
Iris  Films'  In  the  Best  Interests  of  the  Children  profiles  the  lives  of  eight 
lesbian  mother*  and  their  children,  and  Greetings  From  Washington  D.C 
is  a  record  of  the  March  on  Washington  of  October  1979  in  which  thou¬ 
sands  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  participated. 


All  screenings  at  the  Boston  Film/ Video  Foundation,  1126  Boylston  Street, 
one  block  from  the  Auditorium  *T  stop  on  the  Green  Line,  Harvmrd/Dodley  bos. 

Admission  is  $4.00  for  all  events,  except  $2.00  for  the  September  11  independent 
screening  at  230  pm.  Series  befcefe,  available  in  advance,  are  $10.00  for  the  three 
evening  screenings,  $15.00  far  all  five  screenings,  and  $20.00  for  patrons. 

For  further  information,  please  call  536-1540. 
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Central  American  Solidarity 


continued  from  page  5 
catalyzed  the  formation  of  Gay 
People  for  the  Nicaraguan 
Revolution  (GPNR).  (See  Gays 
Support  the  Revolution  in 
Nicaragua,  by  John  Kyper, 
GCN  Vol.  7  No.  34).  The  group 
recently  disbanded,  and  I  asked 
Rosemary  if  she  thought  that 
indicated  a  political  change, 
that  lesbians  and  gay  men  no 
longer  needed  autonomous 
solidarity  organizations.  Not  at 
all.  she  replied.  "I  wish  they 
would  organize  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men  in  Solidarity  with  El 
Salvador,  or  something,  then 
they  could  organize  the  gay 
sector."  She  discussed  the 
resistance  that  she  and  other 
people  doing  solidarity  work 
have  encountered  from  much 
of  the  gay  community.  "The  gay 
movement  or  even  the  anti¬ 
nuke  movement  are  so 
focussed  on  one  thing.  They 
don't  want  to  add  anything 
else  —  they're  afraid  they  might 
lose  support.  I  think  that  whole 
ideology  is  going  to  backfire." 

Jade  concurred.  “I’m  really 
dissatisfied  with  where  a  lot  of 
the  gay  movement  has  gone,  as 
far  as  being  very  much  a  single 
issue  of  being  gay.  It's 
important  to  see  being  gay  in 
the  context  of  how  it  relates  to 
other  people  who  are 
oppressed  too." 

Lesbian  and  gay  Central 
Americans  are  often  left  out  of 
the  picture  in  discussions  of 
solidarity  work.  The  formation 
of  Gay  People  for  the 
Nicaraguan  Revolution,  and 
the  work  they  did,  was  an 
important  step  towards 
changing  that.  "They  (GPNR) 
raised  about  $12,000  in 
material  aid,  they  sent  a 
representative  to  an  inter¬ 
national  solidarity  conference 
in  Managua,  and  they  worked 
very  closely  with  Casa 
Nicaragua,  the  Nicaraguans 
community  here,"  commented 
Rosemary.  “Some  of  those 
people  went  back  to  Nicaragua, 
and  brought  with  them  a  whole 
new  concept  of  what  gays  and 
lesbians  are.  That  enabled 
the  whole  problem  of 


homophobia  to  be  dealt  with  in 
a  better  way  than  it  was  in 
Cuba." 

Jade  expressed  similar 
sentiments.  "By  us  doing  work 
here  for  those  countries  and 
being  recognized  fordoing  that 
by  those  countries,  it's  the 
beginning  of  a  process  to 
become  recognizable  them¬ 


selves  and  to  build  their  own 
movements  there." 

I  asked  Rosemary  if  there  had 
been  any  particularly 
memorable  moments  in  the 
time  she  had  been  doing 
solidarity  work.  "The  best 
time."  she  replied,  "was  when 
Amoldo  (Ramos)  was  speak¬ 
ing."  (at  S.F.  Lesbian/Gay 
Freedom  day,  see  /  ?  "When 
he  did  that  chant  ai  the  end  — 
£  Make  Love  Not  War!  U.S.  Out  of 
«  El  Salvador!  —  everybody  was 
q  chanting.  Everybody!  Right  at 
«  that  moment  wherr  he  was 
®  finishing  his  speech.  I  just  felt 
«  so  perfect.  There  I  was:  1  was  a 
a  lesbian:  1  was  a  solidarity 
Sr  worker:  and  they  both 
«jjj  connected:  they  both  fit:  they 
weren't  fighting  each  other.  It 
was  perfect." 


BUTTONS— BUTTONS— BUTTONS 

PINK  TRIANGLE - LAMBDA  — DOUBLE 

WOMAN’S  SYMBOL  — DOUBLE  MAN’S 
SYMBOL— HOW  DARE  YOU  PRESUME  I’M 
STRAIGHT— ORAL  MAJORITY— I’M  ONE 
TOO  — GAY  AND  PROUD— DIFFERENT  BUT 
EQUAL— UPPITY  WOMEN  UNITE- 
FREEDOM  OF  CHOICE— MY  KARMA  RAN 
OVER  MY  DOGMA  — THE  MORAL  MAJORITY 
IS  NEITHER— HE’S  PRETTY  BUT  CAN  HE 
TYPE— BORN  AGAIN  PAGAN  — BORN 
AGAIN  ATHEIST— BETTER  ACTIVE  TODAY 
THAN  RADIOACTIVE  TOMORROW— I’M  A 
SHAMELESS  AGITATOR— I  OWN  MY  BODY 
BUT  I  SHARE- 

600  EACH.  MIN.  ORDER  4  BUTTONS  +10% 
POSTAGE.  COMPLETE  BUTTON  LIST  FOR 
SASE. 

FREEDOM  CENTER,  355  BOYLSTON  ST., 
BOSTON,  MA  02116  (617)437-1854 


Sometimes  you  get 
more  than 
you’re  itching  for. 


Intimate  moments  can  make  for  pleasant  memories,  but  occasionally, 
something  a  lot  less  pleasant  lingers  as  well — crabs,  for  example.  Now  there  s 
RID,'  a  liquid  treatment  that  kills  crabs  in  10  minutes  and  provides  rapid  relief 
of  itching.  RID  contains  a  safe,  medically  proven  natural 
ingredient  at  almost  twice  the  concentration  of  the  leading 
non -prescription  product.  Each  package  also  includes 
an  instruction  brochure  and  fine-tooth  comb  for  lice  and  nit 
removal.  You  can  buy  RID  at  your  pharmacy  without  a 
prescription  and  begin  treatment  at  once. 

But  remember,  38%  of  the  people  with  crabs  have  been 
found  to  have  something  worse,  like  VD.  So  if  you  think 
you  may  have  been  exposed  to  something  more  than  crabs, 
see  a  doctor. 

RID— Safe, 
effective  treatment 
for  crabs. 

Pfipharmecs  Division.  Pfizer  Inc  .  New  York.  New  York  !9017 


Kills  Lice  and 
Their  Eggs 
on  Contact 


HEAD  UCE 

CRAB  OR  PUBC  ICE 
EOOY  iCE 

Special  Comb 
Included 

[|)|>M»WIU 


Services 


upoith  Service 

Formerly  the  rervif ^ 

A  licensed  ™h^ae„8won,en  since  1971 


80  Boylston  St.,  Suite  855,  Boston.  MA  02116 


Threshold 

personal  counseling 

Beyond  the  difficulties  of  coming  out  lie 
the  needs  to  develop  a  career  and  to 
maintain  close  friendships. 

Coolidge  Corner  Brookline 

Reasonable  Fees  Ph  D.  Cognitive  Therapy  566-0646 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs,  9am  9pm  Friday  9am-6pm  Sat  9am-2pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk  in  VD  Testing/Treatment 


Services  Include 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  dermatology,  infectious  diseases, 
gynecology,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  and 
psychiatry 

•  Board  certified  gay/lesbian  physicians  and  nurse  practitioners  available 


COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Cal!  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth.  Israel  Hosp'ta: 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis /treatment  of 
^xually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/ LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


LAWRENCE  D.  FARRELL 
LICENSED  THERAPIST 

Individual  and 
Relationship  Issues 
Special  Interest  and 
Experience 
Working  With 
Black  Men  and  Women 

482-0557  By  Appointment 
Insurance  Accepted 


David  Bellville 

AND  ASSOCIATES 

wmarntmirM^s:^  LJi  ■  «i»  .HiMHi-wwi 

career  counseling 
assertiveness  training 
therapy  for  individuals 
couples,  groups 


Copley  Sq.  (61 7)  739-7803 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

Where's  the  truth 

and  who's  to  blame 

if  tests  and  feelings 

not  the  same? 

Nothing's  certain 
Nothing's  sure 
Only  treatment 
Never  cure. 

Boring,  I  suppose. 

Round  and  round 
the  big  wheel  goes 
and  where  it  stops 
Nobody  knows. 

I  know  I  love  you. 

That  should  suffice. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. 

PIGEON  FANCIER 

I  saw  you  on  the  Common  feeding  the 
pigeons.  There  w as  a  GCN  in  your 
shopping  bag.  If  you  would  like  to  meet  a 
nice  GF.  old  enough  to  know  beter,  write 
to  GCN  Box  585.  (7) 

XXXXOOOOXXXOOO 
To  all  those  wonderful  people  who  have 
responded  so  quickly  and  generously  to 
our  ads  for  office  items,  etc.  You  warm  all 
our  hearts  and  make  us  more  determined 
than  ever  to  keep  the  paper  strong. 
Thank  You. 

FEMINIST  COMEDY! 

Flumorist  Kate  Clinton  appearing  Aug 
27,  28,  29  at  10  pm  &  midnight  at  The 
Cellar  Bar,  P'Town  &  Sept  1, 8:30  at  Iris  in 
Portsmouth.  (7) 

Lesbian,  43,  sks  lover  to  live  in  country, 
work  on  premises.  I  am  aspiring 
theological  writer-artist,  Alien  Christian 
Mystic,  unworldly,  contemplative.  Very 
sensual,  love  classical  music.  S.  Ring, 
Star  Route  Box  132,  Staples.  MN 
56479.  (7) 

Arlington,  Braintree,  Chelsea,  Malden. 
Revere,  Framingham,  Burlington, 
Reading,  Stoneham,  Woburn:  GM  &  LF 
wanted  for  speaking  in  your 
communities.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers 
Bureau.  354-0133  (8) 

GCN  PICK-UP  BOX  HOLDERS 

Your  mail  is  safe,  though  somewhat 
soggy.  You  may  pick  it  up  between  10 
am  and  6  pm  Mon-Fri  at  140  Boylston 
St,  Boston,  7th  Floor  (Boylston  stop  on 
the  Green  Line,  opposite  the  Common). 

ROCK  &  ROLLERS 

Two  Sagittarians  late  20s  into  young 
guys  who  can  get  away  to  play  on  Long 
Island.  Boating  fishing  hot  times  Ray 
(516)283-4283,  eves.  _ (6) 

GAY  AIRWAVES 

Updated  list  of  gay  radio  and  cable  TV 
shows  in  US,  Canada,  and  abroad.  $1 
and  SASE,  John  Zeh,  GCGC,  Box  19158, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45219. _ (cj 

FAGGOTS  FIGHT  BACK! 

Interested  in  a  self-defense  class  for 
gay  men?  Call  Jeremy  at  GCN  days: 
426-4469. _ (c) 

GWM  prof,  44,  6'4"  masc,  gdlkng  sks 
slim  yng  M  —  26  for  friend  fun  or  pos 
rmte  must  B  clean-cut,  endwd,  with  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  body  hair,  no  ferns  pis.  Could 
lead  to  more.  #44,  291  Huntington  Ave, 
Boston,  MA02115. _ (7) 

Provincetown  August  30,  Pied  Piper, 
the  musical  event  of  the  season.  “Toby 
Hall”  presents  P’town's  finest  music- 
ians  &  singers.  A  benefit  for  GCN  $3. 

MEG  CHRISTIAN  CONCERT? 

LF  32  seeks  LF  for  friendship,  summer 
fun  maybe  autumn  warmth.  Attrac 
humor  &  serious.  Into  photos  spirit  con¬ 
certs  tennis  swim  bike  beach.  Pol 
aware  sks  F  late  20's  on.  Sincere, 
honest  aware  self  &  open.  Let's  meet  & 
talk.  GCN  Bx  582. _ J6) 

Gay  male,  loves  it  all.  Will  answer  all. 
Especially  into  TVs  In  lingerie.  Keith 
Capezio  C39376  Rm  6298  PO  Box  A, 
San  Luis  Obisbo,  CA  93409-001,  (8) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  nof  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  it  otherwise. 

We  say  we're  into  social  change.  We 
say  we  want  to  create  a  community 
where  we  take  care  of  each  other.  But 
how  many  of  us  really  help  each  other 
out?  Are  we  “too  busy”  with  meetings 
where  we  talk  about  social  change  to 
actually  do  little  things  for  each  other? 
If  you  have  a  short  span  of  time  (2-3  hrs) 
to  spend  hanging  out  with  a  child  or 
teenager  of  a  lesbian  mother  approx 
once  every  2  wks  (consistently  &  depen¬ 
dably),  you  can  change  the  world.  For 
more  info  call  Julie  after  6  pm  week- 
days,  491-5020. _ (?) 

ROOMMATES 

LF  sks  same  25  pis  for  sunny  apt  in 
racially  mixed  nghbd  of  JP.  Woman  of 
color  espec  welcome.  Hse  is  dyke- 
owned,  1  blk  fr.  Orange  Line.  150/mo  pis 
util.  No  smoke.  Jil.  426-4469. 

4  LF  sk  1  more  28  pis  to  share  progres¬ 
sive  politics,  coop,  semi-veg,  no  cig, 
spacious  JP  hse  w/2  cats  nr  pond  &  T. 
$100  pis.  Avail  9/15  524-6209. _ (7) 

LF  sks  same  for  minihse  in  JP.  Yard, 
garden,  coop,  prkng.  Near  T.  $190/mo 
pis.  524-1793 _ (7) 


2  LFs  sk  3rd  responsible  non-smkr  for 
warm  friendly  household  Arl/Cam  line  3 
bdrms  200  pis.  (617)  646-1375  morns  and 
eves,  keep  trying  Avail  9/1  (7) 

LOTS  OF  GREEN 

Lkng  for  1  or  2  LFs  to  share  9  rm  apt  in 
Belmont.  If  need  lots  of  privacy  can  have 
entire  3rd  fl  to  yourself  (2  Ig  rms).  Apt  is 
very  light  and  sunny.  Lots  of  green 
around.  Garden,  frplc,  pkng,  cats,  nr  bus 
to  Harvard.  Pref  over  30.  Reasonably 
quiet,  resp.  489-2340.  (7) 

2  LFs  sk  F  for  apt  on  Brklne/Brighton  line 
near  3  green  lines.  Sorry  no  pets/cigs 
$260/mo  inc  heat.  We  enjoy  running 
(perfect  loc)  &  eat  mainly  veg  Come  talk. 
Lucy  eves  566-5310  or  Kate  1-470-2637. 
(7) 

South  End-share  12  rm  hse  w/4  men. 
$275,  first  &  last  month.  Avail  9/1/82. 
John,  (617)  266-0430.  (7) 

2  GM  sk  2  M/F  for  4  br  hse  9/1.  $21 2/mo 
inc  ht/hw/frpl.  Nr  T.  277-8098.  (7) 

GM  24,  LF  22  sk  3rd  to  share  nice  apt  in 
Savin  Hill  Dorchester  Share  chores, 
smoke  OK,  garden,  hdwd  firs,  pkng, 
considerate,  9/1.  140  pis  1/3  utils.  Scott 
426-1583  days.  (7) 

HOMELESS  FAIRY 

Looking  for  hshld  to  join  or  someone  to 
apt  search  with.  GCN  Volunteer  & 
occasional  writer.  Wonderful  cook 
Read,  776-4708.  (7) 

GM  &  F  nice  but  not  hm  a  lot  sk  GFor  M  4 
Ige  hse  n  IP  w/trees  &  garden  nr  pond 
sm!  norm  &  studio/living  space  pets 
OK  322-0241.  442-0050  nice  place  $200 
pis  utils.  (7) 

Lesbian  much  over  40  wishing  for  same 
to  share  sunny  apt  w/yd  &  parking.  Rent 
reasonable,  nr  Rt  128.  358-4754.  (8) 

GM,  36,  has  hse  to  share.  Lkng  for 
mellow  country  companion,  Walpole 
NH,  near  Bellows  Falls,  VT  (603)  756- 
4226.  (8) 

WANTED  TO  SHARE  A  HOUSE 
Mature  male  professional,  together, 
secure  &  open  individual  houses  multi¬ 
level  loft  type  townhouse  in  Cambridge 
near  Harv  &  MIT.  Share  w/divorced  WM 
mid  40s  with  alternating  weekend  cus¬ 
tody  of  two  children.  No  drugs  no  dope 
private  room  &  bth  w  &  d  $300  &  V2  util. 
Not  a  sex  ad.  For  Sept  1.  GCN  Box  579. 

(7) 


Jewish  LF  sks  rmte  in  beautiful  JP  apt. 
Lots  of  room.  Independent,  responsi¬ 
ble,  politically  aware.  524-5221.  No 
pets.  Call  after  Aug  17. _ (7) 

DORCHESTER  CAN  BE  FUN 
We're  2  F  political  activists  lkng  for  3rd 
F  to  share  fun,  sunny  &  spacious  Dorch 
home  on  red  line  (safe)  start  9/1.  $150 
pis.  265-8152  nites. _ (7) 

SOUTH  END 

GPF  sks  rmte  for  lovely  2  bdrm  apt  in 
renovated  Victorian.  2nd  fl,  deck,  free 
pkng,  T  stop  in  front.  Lrg  apt,  cat  OK,  no 
dog.  $287  pis  elec.  262-3961. _ 0 

LF  sks  quiet  resp  LF  for  5  rm  JP  apt.  Nice 
nbhd,  front  &  back  porches.  Nr  pond, 
stores,  Or  &  Gr  lines.  No  pets  pis.  190  pis 
utils.  522-4922.  (8) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED: 

Looking  for  GF  to  share  lrg  home  in 
Wayland  w/3  others.  Own  bdrm.  Country 
setting.  Frplc.  187.50  pis  util.  Avail  9/1. 
358-4612  eves.  (8) 

G  or  BiM,  responsible,  financially 
secure,  mentally  stable  (grad  student 
OK)  for  lrg  Bohemian  Brkln  apt  w/2 
others.  Avail/immed.  $200.  232- 
5308.  (8) 

HOMO  ON  THE  RANGE 
Lovely  Allston  coop  sks  other  LFs  for  9/1 
or  10/1.  Big  yard,  funloving,  no  smoke, 
clean,  on  T,  politics  &  intrigue.  782-8679, 
keep  trying!  (9) 

LF  &  cat  sk  1  LF  for  Ig  apt  in  JP  nr  Green 
line.  No  cigs.  Indep.  Sm  yard.  JP  is 
great.  $150  +  util.  Avail  now.  Tita  524- 
6592. _ (6) 

Brookline,  Cool  Cor  nr  BU  2  prof  GM  sk 
quiet  student  to  rent  1  rm  in  lrg  eleg 
condo.  Util  inc.  Accs  to  kitch.  Ex  envir 
for  priv  person  or  busy  grad  student. 
$300.  566-0646. _ (6) 

INMAN  SQUARE 

Neat,  quiet  L  sks  same  for  5  rm  apt 
Somerville.  Hdwd  firs,  2nd  fir,  gd  cond, 
pretty.  Sept  1.  No  more  pets,  please. 
$187/mo,  Bonnie  625-5934, _ (6) 

GPF  sks  warm  indep  GF  28+  to  share 
spacious  2  bdrm  apt  in  Newionville 
w/frpl,  por,  garden.  No  pets  or  smokers. 
$275/mo,  332-2682  Iv  message  pis.  (7) 

1  GF  studt  in  biogenic  psych  sks  1  sen¬ 
sitive  GF  or  GM  25  pis  for  warm  & 
friendly  indept  apt  in  Brookline.  Built-in 
bookcases  &  fireplace.  Smokers  OK. 
Sept  15  or  Oct  1.  166/mo  heated.  Sorry, 
no  pets.  Helena  232-9068. _ (8) 

PASTORAL  DORCHESTER 
LF  sks  2  more,  pref  25  pis,  for  Ig  dyke- 
owned  apt  in  Dorch,  nr  Ashmont  Sta, 
beaut,  quiet  nbhd,  Ig  yd,  $170  pis  low 
util,  288-3217  Iv  message. _ (8) 

RENTING  SEPTEMBER  1ST 
3  GM  sk  4th  to  share  large  4  bdrm 
twnhse  In  South  End  $240  pis  gas,  H20 
&  elec.  Washer/dryer  in  bsmt.  Jack 
482-3224  or  Bob  423-1589. _ (9) 


3  LFs  sk  2  more  to  complete  coop  hse- 
hold.  Wonderful  home  in  Allston.  Big 
yard,  plenty  of  space,  good  folks.  No 
smk,  semi-veg.  145/mo.  782-0599.  (4) 

Parents  Lib/Rene  Guyon  parent  sks  rm 
w/family  in  Boston  Call  Kelly  eves  232- 
0070  or  contact  Fri  nites  at  GCN. 

APARTMENTS 

THE  OTHER  DORCHESTER 
6  rm  stained  glass  quiet  safe  nbhd  nr  Red 
Line  for  quiet  type  avail  9/15.  $300  pis 
util  cats  or  sm  dog  OK.  Alexandra  or 
George  288-0612  eves.  (7) 

So  End  huge  2  bdrm  1500  s  ft  apt 
Washington  St  nr  Bos  City  Hosp  Owner- 
occ  bldg  Frpl  (some  furn  4  sale).  $425. 
inc  ht.  262-0225/247-2570.  (7) 

Exceptional  penthse  studio  w/loft  bed, 
ww,  dw,  tile.  etc.  Meeting  Hse  Hill,  3  min 
frm  x-way,  corner  bus.  First,  last,  refs. 
$500  htd.  Also  combo  Ir-br  apt  w/  eat-in 
kit.  $300htd.  825-6318.  (7) 

South  End  near  Arts  Center.  Floor-thru 
studio  w/large  eat-in  kitchen.  Owner 
occupied  building  $390  including 
utilities.  426-6081.  (8) 

Worcester:  Main  South— Clark  Univ  area. 
Late  Victorian,  6  lrg  rms.  2  frplcs,  pkng. 
$300  your  paint  &  paper.  Jim  754- 
0750.  (8) 

Own-occ  hse  2  br  West  Rox  apt  Ig  mod 
kit,  bth.  Busline,  nat  wood,  All  restored  2 
porches  park  chinacab  515  pis  util  325- 
0096  bef/aft  9  am  pm.  (9) 

South  End:  One  bedroom,  fir-thru,  no 
pets.  All  utils  paid.  $450/mo  247-0018.(6) 
LF  wntd  for  bsmt  apt  in  pvt  home  on  S. 
Shore.  Non-smkng,  working  person.  4 
tms.  3-61-6981. _ (6) 


REAL  ESTATE _ 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  REAL  ESTATE 

JP:  Attention  First  Time  Home-Buyers! 
Low  interest  mortgages  available  with 
low  money  down.  Call  for  free  consulta¬ 
tion.  Many  1 , 2  &  3  fams  to  choose  from. 
Call  Sue  524-5464. _ (?) 


From  34,900— Grand  Opening 
Six  condo  units  in  Sea  Capt's  House 
520  Main  Street,  West  Dennis 
Komenda  Associates  RE  775-1900  (8) 

FOR  SALE _ 

Made  in  Maine  T-shirts.  Blk  on  white 
&/ or  grey.  Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  or  XL.  $7.95  pis 
$1.50  hndlg.  Maine  Man,  Box  5290,  Port¬ 
land,  ME  04101.  Free  brochure  of  shirts, 
books,  cards. _ (7) 


Harmonize  &  Organize  With 
The  Choral  Majority 
Hear:  We  3  Queers,  Dyke  the  Halls 
Amazing  Gays  and  More! 
Greatest  Hits  Cassette  $5.00 
The  Hymnal,  Words  &  Music  $4.00 
50<c  each  postage  to 
964  Valencia  Street 
SF,  CA  94110 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

BOSTON  OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
Totally  renovated,  private  or  share  bath, 
decks,  continental  breakfast.  Center  of 
Boston:  Oasis,  22  Edgerly  Rd.,  Boston, 
MA  021 15  (617)  267-2262.  _ (13) 


RESORTS _ 

VERMONT  GUEST-HOUSE 
Spend  a  week  at  our  1824  village  house 
—  guest  rms  for  lesbians  &  gay  men. 
Lakes,  mt  trails,  Newfane  Flea  Mkt, 
Bromley  Slide.  Bed  &  Ig  bkfst  $20/nite. 
Dave  &  Mike  (802)  348-7840. _ (49) 

GABRIEL'S 

Apartments  &  guest  rooms  for  women. 
Hot  tub,  sun  deck,  coffee,  in  the  center 
of  town.  104  Bradford  St.,  Province- 
town,  MA  02657.  (61 7)  487-3232.  (1 7) 

Clean,  Comfortable,  Inexpensive 
Convenient  To  All,  Friendly 
CARL'S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)487-1650 
April  thru  November 


Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  the  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown,  M A  02657 
(617)  487-1197 


P'TOWN 

Rm  avail  wms  guest  hse  wknd  of  Aug  27. 
Discount.  Call  Ann  bet  8  am  &  9:30  pm. 
288-7195.  (7) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Gd  lkng  guy  needed.  Earn  a  few  extra  $ 
as  photo  model  for  new  fashion  line  to  be 
advertised  in  gay  newspapers.  Inexp  OK. 
Hourly  rate.  492-3101.  (7) 

CLERK 

Union  of  Concerned  Scientists  seeks 
Direct  Mail  Clerk.  Temporary  2-month 
position.  Requires  detail-oriented 
person  w/some  math  skills.  Pis  send 
resumes  by  Aug  27  to  UCS.  Harvard 
Square.  Cambridge.  MA  02238.  (7) 

MUSIC  FOR  SOCIAL  CHANGE 
Fred  Small,  nat’l  touring  singer  of  peace, 
profeminist,  left  songs,  sks  booking 
agent/mgr.  Exp  pref  but  not  req.  15/hrs 
wk  min.  11  Kilsyth  Rd,  Medford,  MA 
02155  (617)  395-5967  (8) 

Lkng  for  GM  18-38  to  take  care  of  34  yr 
old  phys  handicapped  GWM,  9  hrs/wk, 
4.25  hr.  Back  Bay  262-6632.  (8) 

WORK/VACATION  ON  AN  ISLAND 
Handyman-carpenter  wanted  at  beach¬ 
front  Virgin  Isis  hotel.  Private  hotel  rm, 
food,  roundtrip  airfare  in  exchange  for  8 
wks  work.  Letter,  phone,  photo:  PO  Box 
1908,  Frederiksted,  USVI  00840,  (7) 

Wanted:  Secretary/adm.  asst,  for  law 
collective  with  general  practice  serving 
the  community  as  a  whole,  and  the 
lesbian,  gay  and  women's  community. 
Skills  sought  include  typing,  secretarial, 
telephone,  and  interpersonal.  25  hrs/wk 
M-F,  $100/wk  clear  &  benefits.  Resume  & 
cover  letter  to:  Northhampton  Law 
Collective,  160  Main  St.  Northhampton 
MA  01060,  received  by  Aug  27.  Lesbians 
and  Women  of  Color  encouraged  to 
apply.  (7) 

COMMUNITY  ORGANIZER 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
sks  experienced  community  organizer 
for  Criminal  Justice  Program.  Gd  com¬ 
munications,  organizational  skills, 
commitment  to  nonviolent  social 
change  necessary.  To  begin  10/1/82. 
Submit  resume  to  Personnel  Coor¬ 
dinator,  AFSC,  2161  Mass  Ave,  Camb, 
MA  02140  by  9/1/82.  AFSC’s  Affirmative 
Action  Policy  encourages  applications 
from  people  of  color,  women,  lesbian  & 
gay  people,  handicapped  &  ex-prisoners.(7) 


MOVERS _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


INSTRUCTION _ 

LIKE  TO  SING? 

Learn  breath  control,  find  confidence,  & 
enjoy  your  voice!  Personalized  singing 
lessons  with  exp  teacher/performer. 
926-6942. _ (7) 

WANTED 


GWM,  prof,  quiet,  clean  skng  apt  for  9/1. 
Can  pay  $250.  Must  be  clean,  quiet  &  nr 
T.  Will  consider  sharing  w/other.  (617) 
427-1574.  Morns  only, _  (7) 

ARE  YOU  A  GAY  TEACHER? 

Gay  teacher  wishes  to  hear  from  others 
for  legit  research.  Pis  send  positive  & 
negative  experiences.  All  info 
confidential  &  very  much  appreciated. 
Box  46,  Cambridge.  MA  02138.  (7) 

Requesting  written  works  for  anthology 
exploring  the  way  lesbians  handle 
jealousy,  affairs,  relationship  difficulties, 
class/cultural/age  differences,  and  long 
term  commitments  in  our  lover/friend 
relationships.  Are  we  developing  a 
lesbian  code  of  behavior?  Send  works  to 
Pamela  Moniz,  2087  S  Clayton  St. 
Denver,  CO  80210  (7) 

JOB  WANTED 


NH  dyke,  hrdwrkr,  gentle,  sks  position 
on  farm  or  other  country  endeavor.  Exp 
w/animals,  fencing,  hvy  equip,  etc.  Can 
relocate.  (603)  880-4282  aft  5  pm  or  write 
K.  Schumacher,  9  Ferry  St,  Hudson,  NH 
03051.  (8) 

SERVICES _ 

GAY  MALE  THERAPIST 
Individual  and  Couples  Counseling 
Socialization  Skills 
Insurance  Accepted  Sliding  Fee 
Charles  Hannagan,  MA  262-4194  (9) 


complete  printing  service 
serving  the  gay  &  lesbian 
community 

Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 

No  job  too  big  or  small 

orders  by  phone  ft  mall 
accepted  locally  !■ 
nationally 

(617)542-8280, 

(617)825-6700 

55  Broad  St.,  Boston  MA  02109 

V _ _  _ / 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  in  my  home  on 
Beacon  Hill.  Days  &  some  eves  avail. 
Barb  523-3772. _ (c) 

Want  a  clean  house  made  easy?  Of 
course  you  do,  so  let  me  do  it  for  you.  A 
neat  home  for  sure!  Professional  clean¬ 
ing  at  a  reasonable  rate.  731-0537  late 
p  m  . 

_ R 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be 
prepaid.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O. 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108 

Business:  $6.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line),  50c  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1  00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business:  $4.50  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  25c  Headlines  50c  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1.00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.,  10-6.  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks. 
$6.00  for  3  months.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch. 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

INSTRUCTION 

JUST  FRIENDS 

MOVERS 

PERSONALS 

REAL  ESTATE 

ROOMMATES 


APARTMENTS 
JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


FOR  SALE 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELLANEOUS 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


Headlines . at  $ _  perwk.  $ 

First  4  lines . at  $ _  per  wk  $ 

Each  additional  line  at  $  perwk 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1  00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4  00/6  weeks 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00 
Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED 


Name 

Address 


City 


State 


-Zip 


Phone 


Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  for  headlines  and  additional  lines. 


Classifieds 
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BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
Individual,  Group  and 
Couples  Counseling 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
Call  (617)  739-7803 
For  initial  Appl. 


POLARITY  THERAPY 
To  unblock  energy  &  restore  health  Also 
energy  balancing,  Bach  and  American 
flower  essence.  Sliding  scale  from  $10. 
Joe  (617)  628-2460.  (9) 

HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 
Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 
Call  James  782-7615 
Mornings,  Evenings.  (10) 

LESBIAN  WORKSHOP 
"Healing  &  nurturing  ourselves  through 
a  relationship  break-up"  Sunday,  Sept 
25,  1-5  pm,  $15  offered  by  Expressions, 
666-5697.  (10) 


Therapy  Group  For 
Gay  Man  Who 
Want  to  Get 
Closer  to  People 

Has  Two  Openings 
Call:  Bellville  Assoc. 

at  739-7803 
A  Chance  to  Grow! 


POEMS  TAILOR-MADE 
I  will  write  poems  for  you  to  fit  any 
occasion.  Just  tell  me  what  it  Is  you 
want  to  accomplish  and  I’ll  write  it  for 
you.  All  original,  just  for  you  or  your 
loved  one,  etc.  For  Info  write  N.  Walker, 
GCN  Box  581. 

OPENING  THE  HEART 
An  intensive  experiential  journey  in 
self-discovery.  Special  weekend  work¬ 
shop  for  lesbians  only.  Sept  24-26  to  be 
held  at  Spring  Hill  in  Ashby,  MA.  Sliding 
scale  $115-230.  For  more  info  Spring 
Hill  (617)  386-2491. _ 0 

THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Blending  of  Swedish,  Esalen,  Shiatsu  & 
Reflexology.  Special  rates  for  dancers 
&  students.  Joe  262-1000  ext  298.  - 
Hours:  Tues-Sat  12-7. _ (8) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

REFIGERATOR  DONATOR 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  quick  and 
generous  response  to  what  we  thought 
might  be  a  very  difficult  request.  It's  folks 
like  you  who  keep  us  going. 


DEAR  KIND  READERS 
We  still  need  a  paper  cutter,  tape 
dispensers,  4-drawer  file  cabinets  (used, 
of  course,  we  ain't  fussy),  file  boxes 
(12''x12''x5").  and  staplers.  Please  call 
Mike  or  Cindy  at  426-4469  before  you 
bring  or  send  anything.  Thank  You  very 
much. 

ORGANIZE  US! 

Losing  our  old  office  unsettled  a  lot  of 
us,  and  now  we  suddenly  understand 
the  value  of  things  like  desk  organizers 
(those  darling  little  things  that  keep 
your  pens,  pencils,  paper  clips,  etc 
from  going  astray)  and  stacking  trays 
for  letters  (fan  mail,  hate  mail,  out¬ 
going  male,  in-coming  male,  oops,  well, 
excuse  me  . . .  )  If  anybody  wants  to 
bestow  such  gifts  upon  us,  please  call 
Michael  at  426-4469  and  he'll  tell  you 
how  . . .  Thanks. 


If  you  have  been  thinking  of  throwing 
out  your  back  issues  —  PLEASE 
DON'T.  We  will  be  assembling  at  least  a 
few  complete  sets  of  volumes  1-9.  If 
you  wish  to  give  us  some  of  your 
papers,  please  contact  Archive 
Committee,  GCN,  PO  Box  971,  Boston, 
MA  02103.  Let  us  know  what  volume 
and  issues  you  have  and  give  us  your 
address  and  phone  number  so  we  can 
get  back  In  touch  with  you  about  what 
we  need.  We'll  be  starting  to  collect  the 
papers  In  October  after  we  are  in  a 
permanent  office.  Thank  you  very 
much. 

HOT  UNICORN 

Please,  somebody,  donate  fans.  We 
cook  in  our  new  office,  at  least,  I  do.  I 
am  soaking  wet  writing  this.  HELP! 
Pretty  soon  I’ll  just  melt  and  disappear. 

THANKS  TO  ALL  WHO  ARE  HELPING 
Putting  an  office  together  from  scratch 
(and  soot  and  charred  remains)  is  a  tre 
mendous  undertaking.  It  would  be  im¬ 
possible  without  all  those  donations  of 
cash,  material,  and  effort  that  you  folks 
have  been  giving  us.  We  appreciate  it, 
really  and  truly. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Men  Who  Care— For  Each  Other 
Write  for  free  Brochure 
The  Loving  Brotherhood 
Box  556B,  Sussex,  NJ  07461.  (11) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  calendar, 
call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or  write  PO 
Box  11,  CambMA  02138. _ (36) 


NH  LAMBDA 

A  LESBIAN  Organization.  Box  1043, 
Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord:  224-3875. 
746-3339:  Dover/Portsmouth:  431-1541. 
CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun,  Mon.  Wed 
6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organization 
meeting  the  third  Saturday  of  every 
month.  Support,  education  and  political 
action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

WOMEN  PRINTERS 
Typesetters,  press  operators,  strippers, 
bindery-workers,  are  invited  to  join  us  in 
regular  pot-luck  meetings.  Compare 
notes  about  your  job  —  hear  informal 
talks  on  occupational  safety,  union 
organizing,  etc.  —  help  work  on  a  news¬ 
letter  and  other  projects.  For  meeting 
times  and  locations  call  266-6644. 
Socialist-Feminism  Discussion  Bulle¬ 
tin;  articles  on:  Trends  in  the  women's 
mvt,  reproductive  rgts,  lesbian/gay  lib¬ 
eration,  community  org,  wking  women, 
soc-fem  theory.  Available  from:  Solidar¬ 
ity,  a  Socialist  Feminist  Network,  4360 
23rd  St,  SF,  CA  94114.  $3.95  (inc. 
postage). _ (c) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Camb.  Old  Bap.  Raps  every 
Tues  &  Thurs  8pm,  35  pis  rap  2nd  Weds 
&  last  Fri,  8pm,  Parents  &  Co-parents 
rap  3rd  Mon,  8pm.  Softball  every  Sun 
3pm  Apr-Sept,  weather  permitting,  Mag¬ 
azine  Field.  Bimonthly  magazine 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fundraising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymede  Society  who 
are  forming  now.  Write:  Ganymede 
Society,  c/o  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. _ 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5  pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counseling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  (212)  243-8181. _ 

DO- YOU  SECRETLY  LUST 
After  wimmin  in  black  habits?  Do  you 
picture  your  soul  liberally  sprinkled 
with  black  specks  reminding  you  of 
your  venial  sins?  Do  you  feel  guilty 
whenever  you’re  enjoying  yrsf?  Con¬ 
fess!  Join  ex-Catholic  dykes  group.  Call 
Jil  426-4469. 


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  in  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where 
to  stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and 
which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us 
to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800 
from  noon  til  midnight. 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF.  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 


New  women's  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  education  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance  w/market- 
ing,  graphic  design,  fundraising,  media 
work.  Letter  of  interest  SJ or  resume  to 
Women's  Educational  Media,  Inc.,  36 
Colwell  Ave.,  Brighton,  MA  02135. 
367-2086. _ _ (8) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm.  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St„  Boston,  MA  02114  (c) 

MANGO:  Support  group  for  mono¬ 
gamous  gay  men  &  lesbians.  9-10  pm  at 
74  Joy  St.  July  26  &  Aug  9,  first 
meetings.  Couples  also  welcome, 
admission  free.  Go,  Box  472,  1104 
Comm  Ave,  Bos  0221 5. _ 0 

PUBLICATIONS 

TV-TS  TAPESTRY 

Tasteful  informative  mag  for  people 
interested  in  x-dressing  &  gender 
expression.  Pers  Istngs  Summer  issue 
now  avail.  Send  $6  to:  Tiffany  Club  Box 
19  Wayland.  MA  01778.  (9) 

Free  lesbian  catalogue  of  books,  send 
two  15c  stamps.  Womankind  Books, 
Dept  GCN,  1899  New  York  Ave.,  Hunt¬ 
ington  Station,  NY  11746  (516)427-1289. 
_ (12) 

Subscribe  to  BIG  MAMA  RAG,  a  month¬ 
ly  feminist  newsjournal.  $6  per  year, 
$10  outside  the  U  S.  FREE  to  prisoners. 
Contact  BMR,  1724  Gaylord,  Denver, 
CO  80206. 


THE  BOSTON  GAY  REVIEW 
A  quarterly  of  criticism  devoted  to  the 
Arts  and  our  developing  lesbian  and 
gay  male  lifestyle*  in  general,  with  a 
particular  interest  in  small  press  pub¬ 
lication,  welcomes  review  copies, 
authors’  queries,  and  subscriptions: 
$5.00  for  6  issues,  Box  277,  Astor  Sta- 
tion,  Boston,  MA  02123.  _ (c) 


GRAB  ITT 

Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible  soc¬ 
ialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  &  uni¬ 
que  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we  re  "invaluable.  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don’t  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee.  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL  60622.  (29)  (30x) 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America's  old¬ 
est  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs  con¬ 
tinuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry,  re¬ 
views.  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our  on¬ 
ly  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  month. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass  Av,  Camb,  MA 
02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6  issues. 
$1.35  + 40c  postage  for  sample  copy. 
$10/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  envelope.  For 
further  into  (617)  259-0063. _ 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kep  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  don¬ 
ate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P  O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011.  (ex) 

Monthly  calendar  of  women's  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont, 
$1  for  sample  issue,  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235,  Con- 
toocook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

PLEXUS 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women's 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you  mon¬ 
thly  feminist  news,  reviews,  features, 
community  forum,  calendar  &  more. 
Subs  are  just  $8/yr;  sample  copy  $1.  545 
Athol  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  (1/mo) 

New  Spring  iesbian/feminist  annotated 
booklist  for  $1.00.  Womansplace  Book¬ 
store,  (GCN)  2401  N.  32nd  St.,  Phoenix, 
AZ  85008. _  _ (41-1  Ox) 


IMIllllllllfllllHIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIINIIItllfimil 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  Of 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGEl 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  an| 
Anarchist). 


9? 


ATTENTION  PRISONERSI  (AND 
OTHERS)  HOT  ROCKET  MAGAZINE  IS 
TRYING  TO  GET  OFF  THE  GROUND 
AND  NEEDS  YOUR  ART  WORK. 
STORIES,  LAMENTATIONS  ETC.  ETC. 
ALSO,  PENPAL  AOS  FOR  GAY 
PRISONERS  AND  TSe  (THEY  DO  LOVE 
DRAG  QUEENS!!!)  BUT  BE  PATIENT 
IBECAUSE  WHEN  IT  STARTS 
ICUMMING,  ITLL  ONLY  BE  EVERY  SIX 
MONTHS.  THE  ADDRESS  IS:  HOT 
ROCKET  MAGAZINE.  STATION  A.  BOX 
J  02113,  CLEVE  OH  44102. 
lOXOJLSJULJUJUlJL;  'UUJJJJUi 
1  MORE  ATTENTION.  PRISONERS  (AND 
THEIR  PENPALS)  !  "COMING  OUT  IS 
THE  NAME  OF  A  NEW  ORGANIZATION 
TO  HELP  PRISONERS  MAKE  THE 
CHANGE  FROM  BEING  IN  PRISON  TO 
BEING  OUT.  THEY  HAVE  A  JOB 
[COUNSELING  SERVICE.  A  PENPAL 
|  SECTION 

|  AND  A  LOT  OF  OTHER  USEFUL 
INFORMATION  INSPIRATION.  WRITE 
|  THEM  (OR  TELL  YOUR  PENPAL  TO 
|  WRITE  THEM)  AT:  COMING  OUT.1712 
OCEAN  AVE.  SUITE  7L.  SAN 
FRANCISCO  CA  94112. 


A  lonely  butch.  28  seeks  correspon-| 
dance  with  other  gay  females  Will  | 
answer  for  sure  Zola  BENNETT. 
14830C.  1479  Collins  Ave  .  Marysville  | 
OH  43040 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★I 

I  was  given  your  address  by  a  gay  girl  l| 
am  in  prison  with.  I’d  like  to  find  some-! 
one  to  write  to.  I  like  to  ski  (snow)  and| 
cook.  I  have  been  gay  all  my  life  and  not  j 
ashamed  of  it  at  all.  I  come  from  a  large! 
family  and  a  small  town.  I  am  a  clown  at  I 
heart.  I  love  all  kinds  of  people  and! 
music.  Thank  you  KAY  KOHLMAN,| 
34448,  Box  1536,  Topeka,  KS  66601. _ 


I've  been  sharing  the  paper  with  about  9 
I  other  gays  in  the  compound  here  It 
really  is  nice  to  hear  what  s  happening 
out  there  I  will  be  grateful  if  you  could 
continue  sending  it  and  if  you  would  put 
me  in  your  prison  penpals  section  I'm 
here  for  five  years  for  writing  a  $30  bad 
I  check  The  judge  was  prejudice  because 
he  knew  I  was  gay  I  include  a  few 
newspaper  clippings  about  my  case  so 
you  can  see  how  homosexuals  are 
looked  down  on  in  Florida  by  the  judicial 
system  Keep  up  ypur  great  work  with  the 
paper  Us  guys  and  girls'  are  proud  of 
you  Norman  L  RICE.  »481918  E-6.  RJCI 
Box  37.  Chattahoochee  FL  32324 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★I 

The  negative  contact  we  get  inside  here  I 
is  enough  to  make  you  even  more  bitter 
and  further  alienated  from  society  and 
ourselves.  We  need  a  way  of  expres-j 
sion.  I  hope  your  paper  is  about  this] 
And  I  also  hope  that  by  word  of  mouth  | 
we  can  make  your  paper  and  others  like] 
it  a  deep  success  within  and  around  the  I 
'down  and  out.’  I’d  also  like  to  place  anj 
ad  for  a  penpal.  I'm  a  black  female] 
who's  been  gay  for  quite  some  time  and  j 
would  like  to  hear  from  someone  for| 
real.  Thank  you.  Ms.  Renee  Holmes, 
13415, 1479  Collins  Ave.,  Marysville,  OH  | 
43040.  


I  was  told  that  gay  prisoners  could  get 
free  sample  copies  of  GCN  and  Fag  Rag 
Is  that  true?  If  so.  I'm  gay  and  in  prison 
[  and  would  love  to  get  some  decent 
reading  material  Also  do  you  know  of 
I  anyone  who  would  like  to  write  to  a 
|  lonely  gay  prisoner^  Thanks  Joseph 
SIMS.  A -96048,  Box  711,  Menard  IL 
162259 


Young  transexual  seeks  love  and 
marriage  with  a  loving  man  of  any  race 
Thanks  Kenneth  McCarler.  Box  7000. 
Carson  City  NV  89702 


I  would  like  to  corresjxmd  with  anyone 
who  is  sincere  and  would  like  to  build  a 
lasting  friendship  Please  write1  Morris 
GYLES.  89329.  Camp  J  Gator  2-L-6. 
Angola  LA  70712 


fm’known  as  Cookie  and  am  presently  in 
Riverside  Correctional  Facility 
(otherwise  known  as  prison),  and  I  hope 
that  doesn't  get  in  the  way  of  making 
some  friend  Anyway  I  thought  it  couldn  t 
hurt  to  ask  Being  gay  in  a  straight  prison 
is  like  being  alone  in  an  airtight  tomb  I 
have  plenty  ol  time  to  correspond  with 
someone  who  cares  to  write 
Respectfully.  Lawrence  JONES.  154330. 
777  W  Riverside  Dr  .  Ionia  Ml  48846 


As  you  may  know  people  in  prison  are 
humiliated  and  persecuted  for  our  past 
way  ol  life  Therefore  I  have  ceased 
almost  all  contact  with  'family'  members 
because  of  degrading  remarks  I  hope 
you  can  help  me  obtain  contact  with 
REAL  people  that  understand  what  I  am 
going  through  Not  for  sympathy,  but  for 
close  friendship  Steve  PANASEK.  136- 
258.  Box  45699.  Lucasville  OH  45699 


I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  help  me  with 
this  plea  for  a  friend  This  small  town 
Ohio  prison  life  is  very  lonely  (you  can 
imagine)  Someone  once  said  you  get 
out  ol  a  relationship  only  what  you  are 
willing  to  put  into  it  Realizing  this,  I  take 
the  risk  of  being  judged  not  only  by  you 
but  by  anyone  who  might  read  this  and 
decide  whether  or  not  to  be  a  friend 
Gratefully  yours.  Bill  MILLER.  154-781. 
Box  45699.  Lucasville  OH  45699 


I  read  one  of  the  GCN  pajjers  and 
enjoyed  very  much  what  I  read  and 
would  like  to  receive  it  I  am  gay  and  have 
been  very  proud  of  it  I  enjoyed  the  article 
on  Jewish  boys  very  much  and  would 
like  to  hear  esjjecially  from  younger 
readers  and  from  anyone  else.  I  am 
enclosing  a  poem  that  I  wrote  Berme 
Van  Wagner  II.  08416-074.  B-551.  Box 
1000.  Leavenworth  KS  66048 


I  enjoy  meeting  people  from  all  races  and 
would  appreciate  more  than  I  can  say 
any  contact  with  someone  out  there  as  I 
am  seriously  lonely  My  hobbies  are 
reading  and  writing  and  various  music  I 
have  a  very  strong  love  for  children  and 
would  love  to  receive  your  paper  if  that  s 
possible  Thank  you  very  much  Kenneth 
Owen  LYNCH.  9r>97-012.  (»  NOT 

READABLE  ON  ENVELOPE).  Unit  C. 
P  O  Box  W.  Lompoc  CA  93438 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


NOTE  TO  PEOPLE  WHO  WRITE  PRIS¬ 
ONERS:  If  you  get  no  response  (rare) 
from  writing  one  of  the  prisoners,  it 
may  be  because  he/she  has  been  mov¬ 
ed  to  another  prison  (and  they  don’t 
usually  forward  mail!).  One  of  prisons' 
main  ways  to  destroy  attempts  by 
prisoners  to  defend  themselves  with 
lawsuits  and  to  form  “unions"  and 
social  support  networks  generally  is  to 
keep  moving  the  "troublemakers"  (the 
type  that  read  GCN,  for  example)  from 
one  prison  to  another.  It  is  also  a  form 
of  punishment  for  activism  to  move 
them  away  from  where  their  families 
and  friends  live 


Just  for  our  info,  people  who  feel 
they’ve  been  ripped  off  by  a  particular 
prisoner  should  send  their  ‘stories’  to 
GCN  Prisoner  Project,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108.  Please  don’t  expect 
replies  or  solutions.  We're  just  looking 
for  patterns  that  will  help  keep  the  pen¬ 
pal  space  active  and  a  good  place  to 
meet  some  amazing  people.  Thanks. 


I’m  a  Gemini,  a  lover  of  the  world  and  a 
friend  to  all  I  enjoy  most  sports  and 
reading  and  I  need  to  reach  out  to 
someone  in  hopes  that  someone  will 
truly  understand  me  (It  may  be  you  that 
need  me  just  as  much  as  I  need  you  ) 
Craven  C  SMITH.  150-741.  Box  57, 
Marion  OH  43302 


The  lonely  days  and  nights  are  extremely 
harsh  here  Kile  others  I  have  a  great 
need  for  the  comfort  of  conversation 
with  a  caring  friend  or  loved  one  So  I  am 
hoping  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  print  this 
small  ad  so  perhaps  one  of  your  many 
readers  will  take  time  out  to  drop  me  a 
few  lines  to  help  take  away  this 
loneliness  Harlod  GRIFFIN  Jr .  160-997. 
Box  69.  London  OH  43140 


I'd  be  delighted  to  correspond  with 
anyone,  esjjecially  someone  humorous 
I  love  company  of  all  kinds,  enjoy  the 
outdoors  and  like  to  beleive  I'm  cute 
Wayne  STEVENS.  Box  14,  Boise  ID 
83707 


Saggittarius  looking  for  someone  to 
correspond  with  I  love  the  outdoor  and 
al  sjxirts  Like  to  write  and  am  open- 
minded  (Sorry  to  hear  about  the  fire 
Hope  things  come  back  stronger  than 
ever  before1)  Merrill  SHIPES.  150638. 
Box  147.  Lowell  FL  32663 


Thank  you  for  putting  this  ad  in  your 
paper  I  like  to  partake  in  social 
gatherings,  dancing,  swimmimg  and 
good  people  who  care  as  I  do  Your 
friend.  Frank  ManWarren,  Box  99, 
Clermont  FL  3271 1 


I'm  desperately  in  need  ot  someone  I  can 
communicate  with  to  share  my  feelings 
in  this  depressing  environment  I'd 
appreciate  any  help  you  can  give  me 
Steven  MCDONALD.  065919.  Box  1100, 
Avon  Prk  FL  33825 


I  would  like  to  find  someone  to 
corresjxmd  with  tor  inspiration  and 
guidance  My  family  disowns  me.  and  in 
here  it  is  hard  to  find  someone  like  that  to 
talk  with  I  love  theater  and  books  and 
Barbara  Streisand  and  Frank  Sinatra 
Keep  up  the  good  work  William 
DeForest.  833213.  A-2-T.  Box  518. 
Zephyrhills  FL  33599 


I'm  bi  and  hope  that  you  will  run  an  ad  or 
give  my  name  to  someone  that  would 
write  to  me  from  time  to  time  William  M 
ROBINSON.  078843.  Box  1100.  Avon 
Park  FL  33825 


Stuck  in  Florida  for  bad  checks,  looking 
for  gay  people  to  correspond  with 
Hobbies  are  weightlifting,  jogging, 
softball,  reading  and  woodworking 
Larry  ONTARIO.  076655,  G  dorm.  Box 
32663 

I'm  writing  in  hopesTll'Ke'atjie'lo'get'you 
Gay  Community  Newspajier  and  if  you 
have  a  penpal  list  I  d  also  like  to  be  on 
that  Thanks  very  much  Michael  DAVID. 
C- 12623  PHU-l-106.  CTF  Central.  Box 

. . . . . 

In"pr!son"7or  "use  of  the  wonder  weed 
Please  write  me1  David  BOLING.  275276. 
Box  16  B-line  Lovelady  TX  75851 
What  nefp  can  you  give  us  in  a  class 
action  suit  tor  gay  and  disabled  persons, 
as  both  of  us  get  victimized  and  must 
stick  together  Please  write  Rev  M 
McCredden  Box  351  Waupun  Wl  53963 


Calendar 


weekly  events 


Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  3:30-5pm  at  Evangel¬ 
ist  Church,  35  BowdoinSt  (Beacon  Hill).  Info: 
497-8282.  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mail  to: 
GCN,  Box  10GY. 

Boston,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
of  Boston  meets  at  2pm  the  second  Sunday  of 
the  month  at  57  E.  Springfield  St  (So.  End). 
Info:  Richard  247-3043  or  Tom  536-3392. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
lesbian  meeting  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  1151  Mass  Ave.  Sun  eves  7:30  pm. 
DOB  office. 

Framingham,  MA  —  Tricounty  Assoc.  (Fram¬ 
ingham.  Milford.  Franklin  area).  Social  and 
support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  community. 
Meets  Suns.  Info:  (617)  376-4323. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women's 
programming  music,  ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events 
and  comments.  (WMBR.  88.1FM)  1-4pm. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  get 
togethers  for  lesbians.  First  Suns.  (2pm)  and 
third  Tues  or  Wed  (6pm)  Info  Keene  Klon 
dykes.  Box  261.  Gilsum  NH  03448 

Concord.  NH  —  Concord  Area  gay  Youth, 
support  group  for  youth  16  22.  rap  session 
and  social  time  Carpools  &  counseling 
available  Info:  Scott  or  Joe  224-6931 
Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7  30prn.  Info:  Carlton  486-8177  All 
are  invited. 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club.  Social/sup¬ 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl.  Memorial  Union.  UMO.  7pm. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alter¬ 
native  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  meets  second 
Sundays,  Info:  Box  1614.  Orleans.  MA  02653. 

Northern  WNH  League  of  Gays  (LOGS)  meets 
third  Sun.  Info:  (802)  626  3618  or  write:  Box 
703,  St.  Johnsburv.  VT  05819 


Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men 
(CVGM)  meets  first  Sun.  of  the  month  lor 
socializing,  business  and  a  meal.  Info  Box  42. 
Barre.  05641 


monday 

Portsmouth.  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P  0  Box  1394.  Portsmouth  03801. 
Nashua,  NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  8pm 
Info  Tony  888-7933.  or  write:  Nashua  Area 
Gays.  Box  3472.  Nashua  03061 


tuesday 


Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant.  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Billtis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass  Ave.  (Harv  Sq.| 
8pm  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633 

Pitsliald,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info:  (413) 


Harttord,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691, 


Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Fathers  in  Transition,  a  group 
of  gay/bi  fathers  meets  Weds,  for  friendship 
and  support.  Info:  Gay  Fathers,  c/o  GCN  Box 
6.  22  Bromfield  St..  Boston  02108,  or  call 
Exodus  Ctr  266-0612. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  New  persons  meet¬ 
ing  6-7pm;  general  meeting  and  group  discus¬ 
sion  7-9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under.  Evangel¬ 
ist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon  Hill)  Info: 
497-8282. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (nea^  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on  the 
second  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs  of  each  month. 
7pm  Business  meetings  on  first  Sats.  5pm. 
Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  meets  Weds  Info:  586-1503. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting.  Hill  Ctr.. 
350  Farmington  Ave  8pm.  Info:  (203)  232-9737 
or  742-8203. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
meets  every  Wed  6:45-9pm.  Community 
Music  Ceter.  48  Warren  Ave.  (So.  End).  Info. 


625-3247. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  "coming  out 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women  s  Center.  46 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm.  Info: 

354-8807 

Cambridge,  MA  -  Daughters  of  Billtis.  35  + 
women's  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass  Ave. 


month. 

Hyannls.  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  vlad  of  every  month.  7:30pm,  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Mam 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 


Boston  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting  7:30-9 30pm  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 


Augusta,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  AA  (Alcoholics 
Anonymous)  meeting  All  Souls  Unitarian 
Church,  11  King  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all 


Cambrtdga,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


friday 

BOSTON,  MA  -GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVES.  COME  BY  FOR  A 
FEW  HOURS  TO  OUR  NEW  (TEMPORARY) 
SPACE  AT  140  Boylston  St.  (ON  THE  COM¬ 
MON)  7TH  FLOOR.  COME  BY  FOR  A  FEW 
HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  6  AND  LEND  A 
HAND.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES. 
EVERY  BODY  WELL  COMEI  Info:  426-4469. 
Thanksl 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center,  350  Farmington  Ave 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United.  Info:  Women's  Services  cen¬ 
ter.  499-2425. 


Providence,  HI  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247 
Hampden  County, MA  —  Soc-ial,si'PP°r’ 
Group  for  Lesbians  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959 


Concord,  NH  —  Concord  s  Men  s  Group 
meets  Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  dis¬ 
cussion  67  Thorndike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 


Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat  from  l-5pm  for 
youth  14  21  years  of  age.  Info:  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  Helo  l  me  751-3322  (eves). 


thursday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Aiea  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project-  7:30brn.  lnfo:424-1993. 

Somerville,  MA  —  TV.'TS  Peer  Support  Group 
meets  at  the  Gender  Clinic.  7:15-9:15.  Info: 
Martha  KAfi-8280. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
.People’s  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
6ociety,  220  Main  St  7  30pm.  Info:  (413) 
**65979. 

Worcester,  MA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments.  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW.  91.3FM 
Boston,  MA  —  The  Mass  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays 
at  7:30pm  755  Boylston  St  Rm.  215.  New 
members  welcome.  Info:  471-8404 
New  London,  CT  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
community  at  Connecticut  College  weekly 
meeting.  Discussion,  planning  and  outreach 
9pm  Fanning  Hall  Rm  412.  INfo:  442-7458 
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Boston,  MA  —  Watchline,  an  action  organiza¬ 
tion  for  gays  and  lesbians  monitoring  anti- 
gay/lesbian  violence  Report  incidents  to 
Watchlme  (Mon  Fri  7-iQpm):  (617)  262-5250 


Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and 
lesbian  running  group  Info:  825-0181 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt  Club  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  info  4s 
for  outdoors  events  general  #s  John 
275-1336  and  864-0823:  volleyball  Dee 
266  2147.  basketball  236-1914. 
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coming  events 
23  mon 

Cambridge,  MS-Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force  of  the 
June  12  Special  Sessions  on  Disarmament  con¬ 
tinues  to  meet  for  organizing.  Marquee  (bar),  512 
Mass  Ave.  (Central  Sq.).  7:3)  pm.  Info:  879-0336. 

Provincetown,  MA-The  Pied  Piper  present  An 
Evening  of  Entertainment  with  All-Star  performers: 
Linda  Gerard,  Diane  Marchal,  Bobby  Wetherbee, 
Carol  O'Shaughnessy  and  Don  Hill,  Jim  Lazzell 
and  Debbie  Johns,  Ellie  and  Niecey  Boswell,  Toby 
Hall,  Austin,  Nelson  and  Russell  Lamb.  195  Com¬ 
mercial  St.  To  Benefit  the  Gay  Community  News. 
7pm.  $3. 

25  wed 

Cambridge,  MA-Cambridge  Women's  Center  in¬ 
vites  all  women  to  "Introductory,"  an  open  discus¬ 
sion  group  meeting  every  Wednesdauy  at  8pm  at 
the  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.). 
This  week's  topic:  "Labels".  Come  find  out  about 
the  Women's  Center,  meet  new  women  and  par¬ 
ticipate  in  informal  discussions  about  our  com¬ 
mon  experiences  as  women. 


Boston,  MA-Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY)  for  youth  22  and  under.  "Self¬ 
oppression  will  be  discussion  topic  at  7pm.  New 
person's  meeting  at  6:30  pm.  See  Sundays  (Weekly 
Events  above)  for  location,  or  ell  497-8282. 

Boston.  MA-Project  Place  Hotline  Training  begins 
Sept.  25.  Orientation  every  Wednesday  at  6:30  pm. 
Info:  262-3740. 

Cambridge,  MA-Gay  Mens  Professional  Group 
Barbeque,  volleyball  and  non-competitive  games. 
6:30pm.  Barbeque  area  adjacent  to  MIT  student 
center,  84  Mass  Ave.  Bring  food  and  drink. 
Newcomers  invited.  Rain  date-Thurs.  Aug.  26. 

26  thurs 

Boston,  MA-GCN  volunteer  proofreading.  Since 
our  schedule  is  still  in  a  bit  of  turmoil,  best  call 
ahead  Thursday  afternoon  to  see  what  time  pro¬ 
ofreading  will  be  happening.  426-4469.  140 
Boylston  St.,  7th  fl..  near  Boylston  St.  T. 

27fri 

Provincetown.  MA  Feminist  humorist  Kate  Clin¬ 
ton  will  perform-at  The  Cellar  Bar  tonight  thru  Sun 
eve  $2 


28  sat 

Cambridge,  MA-A  benefit  dance  for  GCN  and  the 
Central  American  Solidarity  Association  (CASA). 
Live  music  by  Shakra.  9pm-1am,  at  First  Church 
Congregational,  1 1  Garden  St.  (Harvard  Sq.  across 
from  the  Cambridge  Common.)  Food  and  drink 
available.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Everyone 
welcome.  Chiildcare  available.  Call  in  advance 
426-4469. 

Boston,  MA-Chiltem  Mt.  Club.  Mt.  Norwot- 
tuck/Long  Mt.  Info:  Peter  (413)  734-1251. 


29  sun 

Boston,  MA-Rock  Against  Sexism  Disc  Party  at  the 
1270  Club,  1270  Boylston  St.  (Fenway)  with  DJ  Lin¬ 
da  Lawrence.  6-10pm.  $1.  Info.  247-0290. 

Boston,  MA-Second  Annual  Spaghetti  Supper/Raf¬ 
fle/Auction  sponsored  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Focus  of  the  All-People's  Congress.  Parish  Hall, 
Arlington  St  Church.  355  Boylston  St.  $3.  7:30pm. 
Cash  bar,  beer,  wine,  juice.  Info:  424-1176. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Monday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue., 

. . . . . . . . 


